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ARGENTINA  PLANS  GAS  PIPELINE  TO  CHILE,  BRAZIL 
Buenos  Aires  LA  NACION  in  Spanish  7  Jan  84  p  10 

[Text]  Dr  Conrado  Storani,  secretary  of  energy,  has  pointed  out  that  "we 
must  soon  begin  the  integration  [process]  with  Chile  and  build  gas  pipelines 
to  transport  that  product;  he  predicted  that  this  year  Argentina  will  export 
large  amounts  of  petroleum  derivatives  of  high  industrial  value  and  charac¬ 
terized  the  situation  in  the  sector  as  "a  national  economic  disaster."  He 
emphasized  that  "a  gas-producing  country  like  Argentina  should  supply  gas 
to  every  single  Argentine  home  to  reduce  consumption  of  liquid  fuel,  whether 
it  be  liquid  gas  or  kerosene,  or  other  petroleum  derivative  fuels  that  cost 
more  and  are  not  suitable  for  the  country." 

Storani  commented  in  his  exclusive  statements  to  TELAM  that  "Argentina  lags 
behind  in  energy  development  despite  having  acquired  large  and  burdensome 
credit  commitments  abroad  which  are  poorly  managed  and  in  violation  of  the 
law  and  policies,  the  Yacyreta  case  being  the  most  obvious  one." 

Martinez  de  Hoz 

Storani  specified  that  "the  entire  administration  of  former  minister  of 
economy.  Dr  Jose  Alfredo  Martinez  de  Hoz,  focused  on  destroying  state  com¬ 
panies"  and  he  added  that  "unfortunately  the  energy  sector  will  play  a 
major  role  in  Argentina's  economic  recovery  and  development." 

Exportable  Balances 

He  stressed  that  during  President  Raul  Alfonsin's  administration,  especially 
the  second  half  of  his  administration,  there  will  be  "such  large  exportable 
balances  that  I  believe  a  trade  balance  of  up  to  $2-2.5  billion  could  be 
attained  favorable  to  the  energy  sector.  Already  in  1984,"  he  noted,  "we 
are  going  to  have  sizable  exportable  balances." 

The  secretary  of  energy  commented  that  "if  the  gross  product  increases  5  per¬ 
cent,  demand  for  energy  will  be  significant  and,  consequently,  we  could  run 
the  risk  of  being  undersupplied.  This  is  not  a  prophetic  statement  but,  be¬ 
ing  realistic,  the  level  of  self-sufficiency  previously  achieved  is  linked 
more  to  the  country’s  industrial  and  economic  recession  than  to  a  growing 
production  of  energy." 


1 


Coal 


He  said  that  *’from  the  moment  we  assumed  our  duties  we  also  have  been  try 
ing  to  increase  production  in  all  sectors  and  coal.**  In  reference  to  the 
latter  he  said:  "During  the  last  year  of  military  government  coal  produc¬ 
tion  dropped  50  percent  compared  to  levels  achieved  in  the  constitutional 
period  of  1965-66." 

^fter  pointing  out  that  Yacyreta  has  obtained  financing,  Storani  emphasized 
that  "gas  must  be  transported  to  Chile"  and  he  noted  that  "providing  elec¬ 
tricity  between  Mendoza  and  Chile  is  another  immediate  necessity  which  we 
will  also  promote  wholeheartedly." 

He  pointed  out  that  "in  the  case  of  Bolivia  we  are  currently  purchasing  $40 
million  worth  of  natural  gas  a  month  which  we  cannot  discontinue  for  geo 
political  and  strategic  reasons,"  and  he  added  that  "an  important  goal  is 
to  join  Bolivia’s  and  Argentina's  gas  basins  and  be  able  to  give  them  some 
common  goal . " 

Gas  Pipeline  to  Sao  Paulo 

"I  am  determined,"  he  stated,  "to  create  a  petrochemical  zone  in  Misiones 
on  the  Argentine-Brazilian  border.  This  facility  would  make  good  use  of 
ethane,  methane  and  propane  to  produce  nitrogenous  fertilizers  and^ agro¬ 
chemicals  and  then  transport  surplus  gas  by  pipeline  to  Sao  Paulo. 

”Gas  Revolution’* 

Santori  reiterated  that  he  will  "revolutionize  gas  in  such  a  way  that  gas 
pipelines  and  distribution  networks  for  household  and  national  use  through- 
out  the  country  will  be  a  priority  of  our  government."  He  announced  that 
"within  a  few  months  we  will  put  into  operation  the  first  fleets  of  taxis 
converted  to  consume  compressed  natural  gas  instead  of  naphtha,  as  well  as 
urban  and  suburban  passenger  transportation,  and  later  on  cargo  transporta¬ 
tion." 

Middle  Parana 


The  secretary  of  energy  commented  that  "the  Middle  Parana  is  still  in  its 
drafting  stage.  Its  final  phase,  the  northern  shut-off,  is  not  finished, 
but  will  be  this  year,  and  at  that  point  the  national  government,  haying^^ 
understood  it  is  a  priority  job,  will  forge  ahead  toward  its  completion. 

He  said  that  the  state  water  and  energy  company  will  continue^^to  manage  the 
Middle  Parana  and  noted  that  that  company,  very  reduced  now,  "will  play  a 
role  in  the  future  in  the  large  national  electric  company  that  will  coordi¬ 
nate  the  planning  and  financing  of  all  works  and  will  manage  the  national 
interconnection  network."  Storani  reiterated  that  "the  future  of  Argentine 
energy  development  should  be  managed  by  the  big  national  electric  company 
which  will  be  involved  in  the  planning  and  financing  aspects. 
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ARGENTINA 


BRIEFS 

OIL  PRODUCTION  FOR  1983— Overall  petroleum  production  during  1983  amounted 
to  27,866,301  cubic  meters  compared  to  27,919,481  cubic  meters  in  1982  which 
represents  a  drop  to  873  compared  to  793  in  1982.  [Summary]  [PY181140  Buenos 
Aires  CLARIN  in  Spanish  15  Jan  83  p  16  PY] 


CSO:  3448/284 


ENERGY  ECONOMICS 


BELIZE 


PEMEX  SAID  TO  BE  READY  TO  SUPPLY  GAS,  OIL  AT  LOWER  RATES 
Belize  City  AMANDALA  in  English  27  Jan  84  p  8 

[Excerpt]  COROZAL  TOWN — According  to  an  agent  of  PEMEX  (Petroleos  Mexicanos) 
who  at  this  stage  prefers  to  remain  anonymous,  that  industry  is  ready,  willing 
and  able  to  provide  the  entire  Belize  with  gases  and  fuels  both  domestic  and 
industrial  at  cheaper  rates  than  those  existing. 

In  an  exclusive  interview  with  this  agent  held  in  the  latter  part  of  December 
SUPERCREAM  learned  that  one  PASOS  PENA  PENICHE  of  Yucatan,  with  the  knowledge 
and  consent  of  the  Belize  government,  and  through  collaboration  with  a  PUP 
businessman  of  Orange  Walk,  has  been  ripping  off  Belizeans  with  prices  for 
fuels  beyond  imagination.  The  agent  is  confident  that  if  there  were  a  direct 
business  contact  between  the  Belize  Government  and  Pemex  the  prices  for  gases 
and  fuels  would  be  reduced  by  at  least  50%.  He  stated  that  PEMEX  has  for  the 
past  three  years  been  reviewing  requests  by  the  Association  Concerned  for  the 
Economic  Welfare  of  Belize,  whose  president  is  Mr.  Edmund  Longsworth,  and 
whose  association  is  based  in  Corozal  Town  but  that  the  Belize  government  has 
refused  to  honour  any  such  requests. 

Cross  checking  the  PEMEX  agent's  story,  we  learned  from  Mr.  Longsworth  that 
indeed  there  were  concessions  presented  to  government  for  the  distribution  of 
PEMEX  products  to  BELIZE  but  these  were  met  with  emphatic  NOs.  Mr.  Longsworth 
also  revealed  that  PEMEX  is  willing  to  extend  its  gas  pipeline  from  Escarsega, 
Campeche  to  as  far  as  Santa  Elena.  All  that  would  be  required  was  a  booster 
pump  station  to  supply  Belize  with  PEMEX’ s  gases  and  fuels. 
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ENERGY  ECONOMICS 


PERU 


BRIEFS 

PETROLEUM  IMPORTS  CONTINUING — Gaston  Acurio  Velarde,  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mission  investigating  the  economic-financial  situation  of  PETROPERU  [State 
Petroleum  Agency],  maintained  yesterday  that  Peru  is  importing  petroleum 
especially  for  reasons  connected  with  the  current  economic  situation,  such 
as  the  disasters  in  the  north,  and  also  for  reasons  of  quality.  After 
pointing  out  that  it  was  impossible  to  come  up  with  a  precise  figure  as  to 
the  quantity  imported  in  1983,  he  noted  that  there  is  no  truth  to  rumors 
coming  from  Populist  Deputy  Merino  Hidalgo  to  the  effect  that  these  imports 
cost  the  country  more  than  what  it  gets  through  exports.  He  explained  that 
the  difference  is  due  only  to  the  fact  that,  when  you  Import  petroleum,  you 
naturally  pay  the  price  posted  at  Callao,  which  includes  transportation  from 
the  place  of  origin,  plus  the  tax  of  66  percent  which  is  paid  to  the  state 
although  this  amount  is  later  on  returned  to  the  treasury.  On  the  other 
hand  he  said  that,  when  you  export  petroleum,  you  only  collect  the  per- 
barrel  price  posted  at  Callao  which  is  why,  he  said,  it  obviously  had  to  be 
cheaper  than  when  you  import.  He  said  that  the  figures  supplied  by  Merino 
Hidalgo  come  to  about  $70  per  barrel  Imported  which  Peru  is  paying.  That 
price  includes  shipment  plus  the  66  percent  tax  which  is  why,  he  said,  if 
we  import  petroleum  at  a  price  of  $40  per  barrel,  plus  the  Import  tax  which 
means  another  $26  and  adding  the  transportation  cost,  we  naturally  wind  up 
paying  $70  per  barrel.  [Text]  [Lima  EL  COMERCIO  in  Spanish  7  Feb  84  p  A-4] 
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ENERGY  ECONOMICS 


TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 


TEXACO  HEAD  CALLS  ON  OWTU  LEADER  WEEKES  FOR  'UNDERSTANDING' 

Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  15  Feb  84  p  1 

[Text]  MR.  LLOYD  AUSTIN,  General  Manager  of  Texaco  Trinidad  has  issued  a  call 
to  President  General  George  Weekes  of  the  Oilfields  Workers  Trade  Union  for 
his  understanding  and  support  for  the  successful  operations  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Austin  told  Mr.  Weekes  by  letter  dated  February  10,  that  he  had  asked  him 
(Mr.  Weekes)  for  his  support  and  understanding  on  every  occasion  they  had  met, 

"X  ask  it  again  now  because  I  know  that  it  will  be  an  answer  to  our  problem 
said  Mr.  Austin  to  the  OWTU  leader. 

Mr.  Austin  acknowledged  a  letter  from  Mr.  Weekes  dated  February  9,  1984 
concerning  the  subject  they  discussed  at  the  opening  session  of  the  wage  nego¬ 
tiations  on  behalf  of  the  hourly,  weekly-paid  workers. 

At  that  opening  meeting,  according  to  Mr.  Weekes  in  his  February  9  letter,  Mr. 
Austin  spoke  about  Texaco's  operation  in  Trinidad  suggering  heavy  and  pro¬ 
longed  losses  resulting,  in  the  main,  from  the  tax  policies  of  the  Government 
whereby  the  company  was  not  in  a  position  to  continue  its  usual  level  of 
operations . 

As  a  Gift 

Mr.  Weekes  told  Mr.  Austin  at  that  meeting  that  if  Texaco  Trinidad  was  losing 
money,  the  parent  company  (which  had  swollen  considerably  through  the  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  Getty  Oil  Company  for  US  $10  billion,  the  biggest  takeover  deal  in 
j^Xstory)  should  do  the  practical  things  Cut  its  losses  and  win  the  goodwill 
of  the  people  which  the  company  had  lost  many  years  ago,  by  making  a  gift  of 
all  its  holdings  in  Trinidad  and  Tobago  to  the  Government  and  people. 

Mr.  Austin,  in  acknowledging  Mr,  Weekes 's  letter,  said  to  the  OWTU  leader. 

"Let  me  say  here  that  the  message  you  wished  me  to  convey  to  the  parent  com¬ 
pany  was  in  fact  given.  Their  response  was  one  of  dismay  and  disappointment 
and  their  views  were  similar  to  those  expressed  by  me  at  the  meeting.  I 
thought  then  that  I  had  more  than  answered  all  of  your  questions.  But  ap¬ 
parently  not.  I  shall  therefore  try  again." 
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"The  company  has  offered  the  refinery  and  the  related  services  for  sale.  This 
is  a  fact.  I  have  tried  to  get  you  to  understand  the  seriousness  of  the  situ¬ 
ation  and  the  importance  of  the  company  being  viable  to  continue  its  opera¬ 
tions.  Surely,  this  applies  to  any  owner  and  a  shift  in  ownership  would  not 
cause  the  problem  to  disappear." 

"I  have  tried,  and  I  am  still  trying,  to  keep  all  of  the  union  officials  aware 
of  the  deep-seated  problems  we  have  had  over  the  years,  particularly  the  un¬ 
conventional  and  unfair  tax  system.  This  system  drains  the  company  of  all  its 
earnings  and  even  then  requires  us  to  pay  more.  There  was  a  time  when  it 
reached  140  per  cent.  This  makes  it  confiscatory." 

Disappointing 

"This  situation  must  be  corrected  and  I  have  on  many  occasions  sought  to  ob¬ 
tain  your  support  which,  in  the  long  term,  is  in  the  interest  of  the  company, 
the  country,  our  employees  and  your  union." 

"Instead,  officers  of  your  union  have  negatively  and  publicly  urged  that  no 
change  should  be  made  to  the  tax  system  and  they  have  singled  us  out  for  a 
barrage  of  unpleasant  and  unwarranted  remarks.  This  is  more  than 
disappointing . " 

"Secondly,  I  tried  to  point  out  that  our  company  is  not  owned  by  a  single 
person,  but  thousands  of  persons  just  like  you  and  me  who  have  invested  their 
life  savings  in  a  particular  investment.  To  suggest  that  our  very  valuable 
assets  which  indeed  are  the  property  of  these  thousands  of  owners  be  given 
away  is  totally  unrealistic." 

In  fact,  as  President  and  General  Manager  of  the  company,  it  is  my  responsi¬ 
bility,  almost  as  a  trustee,  to  protect  the  company's  assets  and  the  security 
of  its  employees. 

"Again,  I  believe  this  can  be  best  achieved  by  tax  relief,  including  a  realis¬ 
tic  oil  pricing  structure,  and  our  entire  organisation  has  sought  through  rep¬ 
resentations  to  the  relevant  authorities  to  correct  these  deficiencies.  I  am 
most  disappointed  that  I  have  not  had  your  support  because  it  is  in  your  in¬ 
terest  as  well  as  all  of  our  employees. 

"I  ask  you  again,  for  your  understanding  and  support.  I  have  asked  this  on 
every  occasion  we  have  met.  I  ask  this  again  now  because  I  know  it  will  be  an 
answer  to  our  problem." 


CSO;  3298/511 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN  AFFAIRS 


ROJAS  REJECTS  BEAGLE  PACT,  SUGGESTS  CONGRESSIONAL  DEBATE 
Buenos  Aires  LA  NACION  in  Spanish  2  Jan  84  p  5 

[Text]  The  country's  former  vice  president.  Admiral  Isaac  Francisco  Rojas, 
declared  his  opposition  to  any  negotiation  with  Chile  that  would  mean  han  - 
ing  over  the  area  in  dispute  without  first  debating  the  subject  completely ; 
at  the  same  time  he  said  that  President  Raul  Alfonsin  made  a  gross  mistake 
when,  during  his  past  electoral  campaign,  he  acknowledged  to  the  Chilean 
press  that  "Picton,  Nueva  and  Lennox  islands  are  in  the  Beagle  Channe  , 
according  to  the  neighboring  country's  theory. 

The  Radical  Territorial  Affirmation  Group  also  declared  its  support  ^ 
full  public  debate  on  the  southern  dispute  with  Chile;  in  a  note  presented 
to  the  Foreign  Relations  Committee  of  the  National  House  of  Representatives, 
it  called  for  parliamentary  intervention  so  as  to  clarify  the  current  sta 
tus  of  the  negotiations  being  held  at  the  Vatican  on  the  misnamed  Beagle 

controversy . " 


Ample  Information 

In  its  note  to  the  Foreign  Relations  Committee  of  the  House  of  Represents- 
tives  the  Radical  Territorial  Affirmation  Group  maintains  that  in  the 
announced  agreement  to  be  signed,  the  executive  power  is  senselessly  Placing 
itself  in  a  perilous  situation  and  acting  in  a  peremptory  manner  and  behind 
the  people’s  and  the  Parliament’s  backs  on  an  issue  that  is  more  than  a 
century  old;  it  is  Argentina  that  is  surrendering  everything  without  any 
compensation  from  the  other  party  and  without  preserving  the  high  interests 
of  the  nation  at  all." 


It  goes  on  to  say  that  "the  signing  of  an  agreement  with  the  papal 
ad  referendum  before  National  Congress,  would,  in  fact,  signify  its 
tive  acceptance  without  Congress'  intervention."  The  Radical  group 
that  Foreign  Minister  Caputo  present  to  the  parliamentary  committee 
plete  report  on  the  situation  and  history  of  the  border  dispute. 


proposal, 
def ini- 
demands 
a  com- 


Serious  Mistake 

Admiral  Rojas  maintained  that  for  Argentines,  the  Picton,  Nueva  and 
islands  "are  in  the  Southern  Atlantic"  and  that  before  turning  them 
Chilean  sovereignty  there  should  be  a  full  national  debate. 


Lennox 
over  to 
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In  referring  to  the  papal  proposal's  solution  to  the  conflict  in  which  the 
islets  are  granted  to  Chile,  Cape  Horn  is  set  as  the  dividing  line,  and  the 
Sea  of  Peace  is  created,  he  said  it  is  "a  serious  mistake,  drawn  up  in 
diplomatic  secrecy  which,  in  this  case,  is  inappropriate." 

Rojas  proposes  that  this  subject  be  debated  in  Congress. 


12610 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


ARGENTINA 


BRIEFS 

AUTO  INDUSTRY  UPTURN — According  to  the  Association  of  Motor  Vehicle 
Manufacturers  [ADEFA]  during  1983  Argentina  produced  159,175  vehicles  which 
represents  an  increase  of  20.5  percent  over  1982  when  the  country  produced 
155,654  units.  [Summary]  [PY181140  Buenos  Aires  LA  PRENSA  in  Spanish  15 
Jan  84  p  1  Section  III  PY] 

ARMS  SALES  REPORTED— Buenos  Aires,  26  Jan  (NA)— The  last  issue  of  the  maga¬ 
zine  "HUMOR"  reports  that  in  mid-1983  the  National  Savings  and  Insurance 
Fund  financed  the  sale  of  Argentine  arms  to  the  Governments  of  Honduras, 

El  Salvador,  Haiti,  Guatemala,  and  Ecuador  for  a  total  of  $113.6  million. 
The  sales  were  made  at  a  7.5  percent  annual  interest  rate  with  a  21  month 
grace  period.  The  arms  that  were  sold  included  9  mm  caliber  guns,  mortars, 
hand  grenades,  explosive  devices,  and  anti-personnel  and  anti- tanks  mines. 
[Summary]  [PY181140  Buenos  Aires  NOTICIAS  ARGENTINAS  in  Spanish  2220  GMT 
26  Jan  84  PY] 

DEEP  WATER  PORT — Rio  Gallegos,  19  Jan  (DYN) — Today  Santa  Cruz  Province 
Governor  Arturo  Puricelli  presided  over  the  inauguration  of  a  deep  water 
port  in  Punta  Loyola.  The  pier  of  the  new  port  is  600  meters  long  over  a 
depth  of  30  meters.  [Summary]  [PY181140  Buenos  Aires  DYN  in  Spanish  2250 
GMT  19  Jan  84  PY] 


CSO:  3448/284 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BELIZE 


PRICE  CALLS  BY-ELECTION  TO  FILL  DANGRIGA  VACANCIES 

Election  Analysis 

Belize  City  AMANDALA  in  English  10  Feb  84  p  1 

[Text]  BELIZE  CITY,  Fri.  Feb.  10 — Prime  Minister  George  Price  earlier  this 

week  ordered  bye-elections  to  be  held  for  two  vacant  seats  on  the  Daneriea 
Town  Board.  ®  ® 

Councillors  Mrs.  Margaret  Guerrero  (UDP)  and  Henry  Bowman  (PUP)  died  suddenly, 

within  a  week  of  each  other,  Mrs.  Guerrero  on  December  26,  1983.  and  Mr.  Bow¬ 
man  on  January  1,  1984. 

Dangriga  Town  voters  in  December,  1981,  gave  the  then  Dr.  Aranda  led  United 

Democratic  Party  six  seats  on  the  Town  Board.  The  late  Henry  Bowman  won  the 
only  PUP  seat. 

The  UDP  Board  members  elected  were  Ted  Castillo  (now  the  Mayor) ,  June  Garcia 
(now  Deputy  Mayor),  Alonzo  Ogaldez  (former  Mayor),  William  Enriquez,  Carolyn 
Jackson,  and  the  late  Mrs.  Guerrero. 

Following  Dr.  Aranda’s  resignation  as  UDP  Leader  in  late  1982  and  his 
formation  of  the  Christian  Democratic  Party  (CDP) ,  both  William  Enriquez  and 
Carolyn  Jackson  joined  the  CDP.  Miss  Jackson  and  Mr.  Ogaldez  are  both  pres¬ 
ently  in  the  United  States. 

With  the  ruling  PUP  trying  to  recover  from  serious  internal  and  electoral  set¬ 
backs,  observers  here  see  the  calling  of  the  bye-elections,  which  should  be 

held  in  a  few  weeks  time,  as  Mr.  Price's  way  of  trying  to  give  his  party  a 
shot  in  the  arm.  r  ^ 

Though  UDP  leaders  expressed  confidence  and  optimism  to  us  this  week,  the 
newspaper  can't  see  the  P.M.  testing  the  waters  in  Dangriga  just  as  a  matter 
of  routine.  He  chose  this  battleground  because  he  believes  he  can  win  back 
some  credibility  here. 

Preparing  for  the  Dangriga  bye-elections,  Mr.  Price  named  Dangriga 's  Gadsby 
Ramos  President  of  the  Senate  just  week  before  last,  and  quickly  followed  that 
up  by  appointing  Dangriga 's  Allan  Arthurs  to  a  Senate  post. 
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This  will  be  the  first  election  held  in  Dangriga  since  Dr.  Ted  Aranda  and  the 
UDP  parted  ways,  and  it  will  be  most  interesting  to  see  what  transpires  down 
south.  If  the  UDP  can  withstand  the  splitting  of  opposition  votes  between  UDP 
and  GDP  in  Dangriga,  and  win  the  bye-elections,  we  would  have  to  consider  it  a 
small  and  pleasant  miracle. 


PUP  Rationale 

Belize  City  AMANDALA  in  English  10  Feb  84  p  2 

[Text]  This  week's  announcement  that  the  Minister  of  Local  Government,  acting 
on  the  orders  of  the  Prime  Minister,  has  ordered  by  elections  in  Dangriga  to 
fill  the  Town  Board  seats  vacated  by  the  deaths  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Guerrero 
(UDP)  and  Mr.  Henry  Bowman  (PUP)  comes  as  no  surprise  to  us. 

The  Prime  Minister  needs  an  electoral  victory,  no  matter  how  small,  and  this 
bye-  election  is  the  reason  for  Dangriga 's  Gadsby  Ramos  being  named  President 
of  the  Senate  week  before  last  and  Dangriga' s  Allan  Arthurs  being  appointed  a 
Senator  a  few  days  later. 

We  may  be  wrong,  but  we  have  felt  that  Dangriga  Town  is  the  weakest  UDP  divi¬ 
sion  because  of  the  Dr.  Aranda  factor.  Opposition  votes  will  be  split. 


CSO:  3298/519 


12 


COUNTRY  SECTION 


BELIZE 


CARICOM  BACKS  BELIZE  CITRUS  EXPORTS  AGAINST  BRAZIL 
Belize  City  BELIZE  SUNDAY  TIMES  in  English  12  Feb  84  p  A 

[Text]  The  CARICOM  Council  of  Ministers  has  taken  a  firm  stand  against  ef¬ 
forts  by  Brazil  to  challenge  Belize's  position  as  the  principal  supplier  of 
orange  juice  concentrate  to  the  Caribbean.  The  Council  of  Ministers  met  in 
Georgetown,  Guyana,  recently.  Belize  was  represented  at  that  meeting  by  Miss 
Rhonda  Rogers,  an  Assistant  Secretary  in  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  Belize  representative  informed  the  Council  that,  according  to  reports, 
Brazil,  one  of  the  world's  largest  producers  of  citrus  products,  had  been 
making  efforts  to  supplant  Belize  as  the  major  orange  juice  concentrate  sup¬ 
plier  to  CARICOM  member  states.  The  reports  said  Brazil  had  been  offering 
artificially  low  prices  and  extensive  credit  facilities. 

At  the  meeting  Belize  called  on  the  principle  of  promoting  the  increasing 
utilization  of  regional  Caribbean  resources  and  urged  CARICOM  to  resist  what 
it  described  as  the  "blandishments  of  Brazil." 


Belize  s  position  received  wide  support,  particularly  from  Antigua  and  Bar¬ 
buda,  and  Jamaica,  as  well  as  from  Trinidad  and  Tobago  where  the  private  sec¬ 
tor  had  recently  invested  into  the  Citrus  Company  of  Belize. 

In  its  final  report  the  Council  of  Ministers  declared  that  the  input  of  citrus 

products  from  Brazil  could  have  a  serious  effect  on  the  viability  of  Belize's 
citrus  industry. 

The  Council  urged  the  CARICOM  member  states  to  continue  to  use  Belize  as  their 
main  source  of  orange  juice  concentrate  in  accordance  with  their  obligation  of 
promoting  regional  trade. 


CSO:  3298/516 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BELIZE 


UDP  HOLDS  PUBLIC  MEETINGS  TO  OPEN  ELECTION  CAMPAIGN 

Kickoff  in  Corozal 


Belize  City  AMANDALA  in  English  10  Feb  84  pp  3,  10 


[Text]  COROZAL  TOWN,  Sat.  Feb.  4  j 
For  all  intents  and  pur¬ 
poses  the  Corozal  branch  of 
the  UDP  kicked  off  its  elec 
-tion  year  campaign  last  j 
Friday  night  January  2?  ' 
with  a  public  meeting  held  ^ 
at  Coronation  Park  here . 

Although  interrupted  by 
an  electrical  blackout, 
which  is  widely  believed  to 
be  intentional  but  which 
was  later  explained'  to  have 
been  caused  by  a  car  hit¬ 
ting  one  of  the  main  power 
lines,  with  the  ingenuity 
of  party  supporters  the 
meeting  continued  using  car  . 
and  truck  batteries  as  pow-  ! 
er  sources  for  lightipg' ^ and 
the  public  address  system.  , 
Speakers  included  ladles* 
group  chaiTlady  Mrs.  Lupe 
Longsworth,  Coro zal's  depu¬ 
ty  Mayor  Raly  Alpuc^',  town 
councillor  Mr.  Richard  Quan, 
and  arriving  from  Orange 
Walk  Town  where^  "another  UDP 
meeting  was  hel4  •  earlier 
Party  Leader  Sen.  Manuel  ; 
Esquivel,  Deputy  Leader  Hon. 
Curl  Thompson,  and  recently 

elected  Belize  City  Council 
-lor  Carlos  Castillo.  I 

Chairman  for  the  meeting 
was  Ed  Longsworth.  During  l 
the  meeting,  Mr.  Raly 

Alpuche  explained  to  the 
gathering  (which  outnumber¬ 
ed  5  to  1  a  public  meeting 


held  by  the  PUP  on  the  pre¬ 
vious  Friday)  the  true  situ 
-ation  of  the  Gabriel  Hoare 
affair.  He  revealed  that 
because  of  in- fighting  with  ' 

-in  the  PUP  side  of  the 
town  board  it  was  intended 

that  Hoare  be  ousted  as 
Mayor  hnd  replaced  by  a 
favourite  of  former  PUP 
mayor  Olga  Marin.  Under 
agreement  Alpuche  nominated 
Hoare  as  Mayor  who  in  turn 
nominated  Alpuche  as  deputy 
and  they  were  elected  by  a 


4-3  majority.  This,  Mr. 
Alpuche  explained,  was  ne¬ 
cessary  to  strengthen  the 
UDP's  position  in  town 
hall  thereby  resulting  in 
more  positive  results  for 


Corozal  .Town's  citizenry  .  j 
The  crowd  cheered.  The  meet 
-ing  lasted  well  after  lit 00 

p.m. 

Then  on  Sunday  January  29, 
at  3 1 00p.m.  the  UDP  held 
its  annual  general  meeting. 
Guest  speaker  for  the  occa¬ 
sion  was  Mr.  Joe  Marin  of 
Belize  City,  brother-in 
law  of  the  notorious  PUP  ; 
Minister  Pancho  Pistolas 
Marin.  Mr.  Joe  Marin  spoke 
in  detail  of  the  recent  UDP 
victory  in  the  Belize  City 
Council  elections.  He 

stressed  the  need  for  the 
support  of  the  people  for 
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the  UDP  candidates  who 
would  run  for  the  upcoming 
town  board  and  general  elec 
-tions.  He  received  a 

standing  ovation  when  he  in 
-fomjed  that  he  had  been  a 
card  carrying  member  of  the 
PUP  but  because  of  their 
evil  ways  he  had  no  choice 
but  to  switch  sides  to  the 
UDP. 

yhe  two  main  items  dealt i 
with  at  the  cpnvention  were ' 
the  eleetion  of  axi  execu¬ 
tive  committee  and  politi¬ 
cal  officers.  The  execu¬ 
tive  remained  the  same  i 
ChaipnaD  Ed  Longsworth.Vice 
-chairman  Raly  Alpuche , . 

Secre.tary  Arturo  Rosado, 
Treasurer  Angel  Campos,  and 
councillors  Mrs.  Lupe  Longs 
■VOrth,  Mrs.  Helen  Rosado, 
Mr.' Re ge lip  Gonzales,  Mr. 
Andres  Campos,  Mr.  Richard 
Quan,  Mr.  Holsten  Chan  and 
Mr.  Jose  Chin.  Mr.  Raley 
Alpuche  and  Mr. Richard  Quan 
were  also  re-elected  as  po¬ 
litical  officers  for  Coro  -  ' 


zal  North. 

After  the  elections,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  executive  and 
the  political  officers  ad¬ 
dressed  the  convention.  Al¬ 
so  addressing  the  gathering 
were  Coro zal  South  acti¬ 
vists  Mr.  Concepcion  Campos, 
Mr.  Asterio  Ortega  and  Mr. ; 
Francisco  Pott. 

The  convention  ended 

shortly  after  5»00  p.m. 

A  UDP  party  office  which 
is  situated  on  Park  Street 
North  and  which  will  be  man 
-ned  by  a  part-time  secre¬ 
tary  and  volunteers  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  inaugurated  at 
10 1 00  a.m.  on  Saturday  Feb¬ 
ruary  11. 

During  the  public  meet  - 
ing  and  the  convention  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  ladies'  commit¬ 
tee  seized  the  opportunity 
to  raise  party  funds  by 
selling  snacks  and  soft 
drinks . 

Despite  threats  from  the 
PUPs,  all  went  well  on  both 
occasions. 


Toledo  Gatherings 


Belize  City  AMANDALA  in  English  10  Feb  84  p  6 


[From  2-page  spread  headed  THE  UDP  BULLETIN,  Vol  1,  No  16,  12  February  84; 
other  attribution  or  identification  given] 


[Text] 


Last  week-end  Belize 
City  Councillors  Carlos 
Castillo  and  Derek  Aik- 
man  travelled  to  Toledo.! 
They  were  accompanied  I 
by  Mr.  Henry  Young  who  i 
was  on  Committee  of  For 
-ty  business.  Due  to 
inclement  weather  the 
scheduled  public  meet  -  j 
ing  for  Punta  Gorda  was 
held  in  the  Town  Centre. 
Hon.  Charles  Wagner, 
Toledo  South  Representa 
-tive ,  and  the  CityCoun 


“Cillors ,  addressed  the 
meeting  on  matters  of 
Party  and  National  im¬ 
portance  . 

The  group  also  travel 
-led  to  the  Toledo  North 
Division  where  they  met 
with  the  UDP  Committee 
in  that  Division.  Unfor 
-tunately,  the  Hon. 
Basilio  Ah,  Toledo  North 
Representative,  could 
not  attend  as  he  had  to 
be  in  Belize  City  on  a 
private  matter. 


no 
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Meeting  in  West 


Belize  City  AMANDALA  in  English  10  Feb  84  pp  6,  7 

[Text]  Sat.  Feb.  4th.  UDP  Leader  Senator  Manuel  Esquivel  and  Party  Organizer 
Mr.  Santiago  Perdorao  travelled  to  Benque  Viejo  del  Carmen  to  address  a  public 

meeting  today. 

Speakers  at  the  meeting  included  the  Mayor  of  Benque,  Mr.  Carlos  Leon,  Mr. 
Jorge  Guerra-Mena,  Mr.  Atanacio  Quiterio  of  the  San  Ignacio  Town  Board,  and 
Mr,  Merejildo  Panti  of  Succotz. 

Farmers  attending  the  meeting  complained  that  their  stores  of  corn  were  in 
danger  of  rotting  while  cheap  corn  was  being  imported  from  Guatemala.  It  ap 
pears  that  the  Ministry  of  Trade  has  decided  to  give  import  permits  for  corn 
to  a  chosen  few  while  the  Belizean  farmers  are  unable  to  sell  their  corn  to 

the  marketing  board. 

It  was  announced  at  the  meeting  that  the  Cayo  South  Divisional  Convention  to 
select  a  candidate  for  the  area  would  take  place  on  March  18th.  So  far,  two 
persons,  both  of  Benque  Viejo,  have  declared  interest  in  running:  Mr.  Carlos 
Leon,  and  Mr.  Jorge  Guerra-Mena.  In  other  news  from  the  West,  it  has  been 
announced  that  the  Cayo  North  Division  will  hold  its  convention  on  March  11th. 


Activities  in  Rural  North 


Belize  City  AMANDALA  in  English  10  Feb  84  p  7 

[From  2-page  spread  headed  THE  UDP  BULLETIN,  Vol  1,  No  16,  12  February  84;  no 
other  attribution  or  identification  given] 


[Text]  Deputy-Treasurer  and ' 
Political  Officer  Mr. 
Sam  rlhaburn  has  been 
very  active  in  the  Bel¬ 
ize  Rural  North  Divi  - 
sion.  On  Sunday,  Jan. , 
29th.,  Mr.  Rhaburn  tra¬ 
velled  to  the , village  of 
Lemonal  with  a  group  of^ 
Party  workers  from  the 
area.  The  team  spent. 
Sunday  morning  and  af-* 
ternoon  in  Lemonal  vi¬ 
siting  the  people  in 
their  homes  and  spread¬ 
ing  the  message  of  the 
alternate  government .In^ 
1979  the  people  of  Lemo 
-nal  gave  the  UDP  solid 
support,  and  all  indica 
-tions  are  that  they 


will  turn  out  in  even 
greater  numbers  of  the 
UDP  in  this  year's  elec 
-tion.  The  people  re¬ 
quested  Mr.  Rhaburn  to 
arrange  a  public  meet¬ 
ing  in  their  village  on 
his  return,  and  it  is 
expected  that  this  will 
be  done  soon. 

On  Sunday,  Feb.  5. Mr. 
Rhaburn  travelled  to 
Crooked  Tree  to  contin¬ 
ue  his  political  work, 
and  he  plans  to  visit 
Sand  Hill  this  coming 
Sunday  to  talk  to  the 
people  there.  Clearly, 
the  UDP  is  alive  and 
well  and  on  the  move  in 
Belize  Rural  North. 


16 


Meeting  With  Workers  Union 


Belize  City  AMANDALA  in  English  10  Feb  84  p  6 


[From  2-page  spread  headed  THE  UDP  BULLETIN,  Vol  1 
other  attribution  or  identification  given] 


No  16,  12  February  84; 


no 


[Text]  On  Saturday,  Jan. 28th, 
UDP  officers  led  by  the  j 
Hon.  Curl  Thompson  met 
with  officials  of  the 
United  General  Workers 
Union.  Hon.  Thompson 
put  forward  the  UDP's 
policy  positions  '  on' 
labour,  investment,  and 
economic  development 
The  meeting  was  at  .  the 
invitation  of  the  Union, 
and  there  was  a  fruit  - 
ful  exchange  of  views 
between  the  Party  and 
Union  officials. 

As  was  done  in  1979, 
the  UDP  is  seeking  to 
hold  similar  dialogues 
with  all  the  trade  u- 
nions  in  Belize  so  that 


there  may  be  better  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  poli 
-cies  and  objectives  of  I 
Party  and  Unions. 

As  the  alternative 
government,  the  UDP  con 
-siders  it  an  obliga  - 
tion  to  consult  and 
dialogue  with  all  sec¬ 
tors  of  the  community  in 
order  that  we  might 
bring  into  sharper  fo  -  | 
cus  the  needs  and  con  ' 
-cerns  of  the  elector  - 
ate.  In-  this  connec  - 
tion  the  Party  will 
also  seek  to  dialogue 
with  the;  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  Professional 
groups,  and  young  peo  - 
pie . 


CSO:  3298/518 
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UDP  SLAMS  PUP  TRUCE  OF  LEFT,  RIGHT  FOR  ELECTION  PURPOSES 
Belize  City  AMANDALA  in  English  10  Feb  84  p  7 

[From  2-page  spread  headed  THE  UDP  BULLETIN,  Vol  1,  No  16,  12  February  84,  no 
other  attribution  or  identification  given] 


[Text]  The  two  hostile  wings  i 
of  the  PUP  have ,  we  un¬ 
derstand,  agreed  to  bu- 
.  ry  the  hatchet  for  this 
election  year,  to  stop! 
calling  each  other  com¬ 
munists  and  racketeers 
and  to  combine  their  ef ' 
-forts  to  win  another 
five  years  of  power 

from  the  electorate.  , 
Under  this  truce  _  of , 
convenience,  communists; 
will  campaign  for  racke 
-teers  and  racketeers 
will  campaign  for  commu 
-nists.  The  common  bond 
linking  these  two  rival 
groups  is  their  convic 
-tion  that  the  UDP,  if 
victorious,  is  bound  to 
take  steps  to  rid  the 
political  system.  of 
both  communists  and 

racketeers . 

We  can  understand  the 
desire  of  these  two 

groups  to  hold  on  to  po 
-wer  at  all  costs.  That 
is  the  nature  of  the  po 
-litics  of  Belize. 

But  the  people  of  Bel 
-ize  have  demonstrated 


in  very  strong  terms  ' 
through  recent  elec-  ' 
tions  that  they  reject; 
continued  government: 

by  a  combination  of  com  ! 
-munists  and  racketeers. 
This  coalition  of  evil 
forces  has  cost  the  peo 
-pie  of  Belize  too  many! 
lost  millions  of  dol  -' 
lars  which  will  never: 
be  traced  so'  long  asj 
this  regime  exists.  In 
political  terms,  PUPISM 
has  come  to  mean  the  a 
-buse  of  power  to  pro  - 
mote  ideology  on  the 
one  hand,  and  self- in  - 
terest  on  the  other. 

There  is  no  place  in 
PUPISM  for  genuine  and  I 
dedicated  service  to 
the  people.  ! 

PUPISM  has  deprived 
thousands  of  Belizean 
families  of  the  chance 
to  own  a  decent  home 
or  even  a  piece  of  land 
upon  which  to  build  a  ■, 
home .  Thousands  of  our 
youths  will  never  find 
decent  jobs  or  any  job  | 
at  all  in  this  country  i 
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as  long  as  PUPISM  lasts.. 
The  sick  will  never  get 
proper  medical  care; 
blackouts  will  continue , 
and  victimization  of 
Belizeans  will  last  so 
long  as  these  power- mad 
fanatics  continue .  to 
control  our  destiny. 

Belizeans  want  honest 
-to -goodness  government, 
not  secret  covemips  and 
deals  behind  the  scenes 
by  the  power  greedy  in 

the  interest  of  the  pow 
-er  greedy.  j 

PUPISM  has  victimized ! 
our  cities  and  towns, j 
depriving  them  of  their 
rightful  share  of  the 
national  revenues;  it 
has  kept  tight  control 
of  the  only  radio  sta¬ 
tion  allowed  in  the 
country;  it  refuses  to 
adopt  electoral  reforms; 
it  plans  to  deprive  thou 
—sands  of  Belizean  born  j 
citizens  of  their  heri¬ 
tage,  while  encouraging! 
aliens  to  seize  the'’ 

rights  of  Belizeans. 


PUPISM  does  not  offer  Belizeans  a  choice  between  communism  and  corruption  It 
offers  them  both  evils. 

Just  as  the  wings  of  PUPISM  have  united  for  the  sole  purpose  of  holding  on  the 
power  so  the  people  must  unite  to  get  rid  of  them. 

CSO:  3298/518 
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CRACKDOWN  ON  ILLEGAL  ALIENS  'STOPPED  DEAD  IN  ITS  TRACKS 
Belize  City  THE  REPORTER  in  English  12  Feb  84  pp  1 ,  14 


[Text ] 


A  POLICE  CRACK¬ 
DOWN  on  illegal 
aliens  which,  igot 
underway  in  Orange 
Walk  this  week  has 
been  stopped  dead  in 
its  tracks. 

■  Reliable  reports 
say  that  a  Ministerial 
iirective  .  has  frus¬ 
trated  police  efforts 
to  clean  up  the  ugly  j 
and  potentially  | 

dangerous  areas  of 
rural  Orange  Walk 
Mhere  alien  gun¬ 
men  and  mafia- 
connected  marijuana 
traders  hang  out. 
hang  out. 

Police,  under  pre- 
.  ssure  because  of  the 
wave  of  recent  mur¬ 
ders  in  Orange  Walk, 
rounded  up  more 
than  a  hundred 
illegal  aliens  and  ^ 
hauled  them  in  for  | 
questioning.  But  it  | 
wasn’t  long  after¬ 
wards  that  the  Police 
received  explicit  in¬ 


structions  to  let  the 

i aliens  go. 

Hi  Orange  Walk  Dis- ; 

‘  trict  is  known  as  i 
the  great  marijuans 
belt ,  and  because 
many  fertile  areas 
are  remote  and 
difficult  to  reach, 
they  have  become  a 
haven  for  a  growing 
number  of  aliens  who 
do  a  thriving 
business  with  the 
illegal  drug.  With 
the  trading  in  drugs 
comes  the  need  for 
guns,  and  the  | 
combination  of  guns 
and  marijuana  has 
resulted  in  scores  of 
killings  since  the 
start  of  the  1980's  . 

Efforts  by  the  RE¬ 
PORTER  to  find  out 
exactly  who  stopped 
the  drive  against  the 
illegal  aliens  have 
not  been  successful 
so  far ,  but  these 
efforts  are  continuing. 


CSO:  3298/516 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BELIZE 


ECONOMY  'IN  BAD  SHAPE,'  BUT  PRICE  INDEX  UP  ONLY  MODESTLY 


Critical  Analysis 
Belize  City  THE  BEACON  in  English  11  Feb  84  p  7 
[Contributed  by  READ  -  Research  in  Economics  And  Development] 


[Text] 


RECENT  statistics  on  the 
performance  of  the  econr 
any  show  a  worsening  po¬ 
sition  and  predictions 
for  the  immediate  future 
are  gloomy.  The  economy 
is  in  bad  shape  with  no 
signs  of  Improvement  in 
sight.  This  shows  up  in 
an  examination  of  our 
trade  position. 

In  1982,  food  and  fuel 
continued  to  be  the  chief 
items  of  import  with  food 
amounting  to  30%  of  the 
total  bill  followed  by 
fuel  with  23%.  Our  import 
bill  exceeded  export  by 
some  $30  millions . 

Sad  to  say,  domestic 
exports  dropped  by  the 
staggering  sum  of  $30 
millions  due  mainly  to 
the  fall  in  the  export 
price  of  sugar.  Sugar 
earnings  were  down  by 
some,  $20  millions. 

Export  earnings  from 
fish,  bananas,  and  gar¬ 
ments  also  fell.  Revenue 
from  the  garment  indus¬ 
try  plummetted  from  $22m 
to  $12  million,  that  is  a 


drop  of  $10m  or  43%. 

During  1982  food  Imports 
were  some  30%  of  total 
imports  for  domestic  con-, 
sumption.  In  value  this  ; 
amounts  to  $60  millions. 
”Food"  includes  live  ani-, 
mals,  meat,  dairy  pro¬ 
ducts,  fish,  cereals,  I 
fruits,  vegetables,  sugar! 
preparations  and  others.; 

High  on  the  list  of  im- 1 
ports  was  milk  (powdered  i 
and  liquid)  amounting  to 
$13.7  millions  equalling 
22%  of  total  food  import 
bill .  Cheese  imports  a- i 
mounted  to  $5^1  njill^^ons-. 
Milk  and  cheese  together  ; 
accounted  for  30%  of  the 
total  value  of  food  im¬ 
ports. 

Lard  and  margarine  cost 
$6.1  millions. 

All  of  these  items  can 
be  produced  locally.  There 
is  therefore  no  reason 
why  they  should  be  bought. 
Government  seems  unable, 
or  unwilling,  or  both,  to 
remedy  a  situation  obvi*- 
ously  in  need  of  a  remedy. 

The  direct  consequences 
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are:  Firstly  many  Jobs 
which  Belizeans  need  are 
denied  them;  instead  the 
work  of  producing  those 
basic  food  items  go  to 
theU.S.,  U.K.  and  Danish 
workers!  Secondly  the 
poor  Belizeans  are  paying 
more  than  their  propor¬ 
tionate  share  of  taxes 
through  the  indirect  tax¬ 
ation  which  is  the  prox¬ 


imate  resyilt  of  buying 
overseas  what  we  can  pro¬ 
duce  locally. 

Unfortunately  for  the 
poor  the  situation  Wo-il 
continue  as  long  as  those 
who  are  mismanaging  the 
econcxny  continue  in  power .j 
A  change  of  the  mismanag- 
ers  will  mean  a  change  in 
our  critical  economic 
situation . 


Drop  in  Inflation  Rate 


Belize  City  DISWEEK  in  English  10  Feb  84  p  4 


[Text]  A  Report  by  the  Central  Statistical  Office  just  released  by  Government 
on  the  General  Consumer  Price  Index  shows  an  increase  of  about  1.2/.  t 

nine  month  period,  February-November  1983.  The  average  national  annual  in 
crease  for  1983  was  pegged  at  1.6/. 

In  the  Corozal  Belize  and  Cayo  Districts  prices  of  essential  commodities 
actually  fell  kightly  during  the  period  but  in  the  other  three  districts  they 
increased  The  largest  increase  of  around  5.4%  was  recorded  in  the  Orange^ 
Walk  District  followed  by  5.1%  in  Toledo  and  2.1%  in  the  Stann  Creek  District. 

There  was  hardly  any  increase  in  food  prices.  While  the  national  index  of 
clothing  and  footwear  showed  an  average  increase  of  2.1%  during  the  period. 

The  consumer  price  survey  was  based  on  the  cost  of  an  'average  shopping 
basket’  containing  107  items. 

The  Index  also  includes  household  goods,  utilities  and  fuel  prices. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  according  to  the  Consumer  Price  Index  for  the  period 
1980  to  1983  that  while  the  national  increase  from  1980  to  1981  was  12%  and 
from  1981  to  1982  was  11%  there  was  a  dramatic  fall  in  the  inflation  rate 

1983. 

This  is  no  doubt  attributable  to  more  domestic  food  production,  the  recession 
and  the  overwhelming  fall  in  the  price  of  consumer  goods  from  the  Mexican 

market ♦ 


CSO:  3298/516 
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BELIZE  CITY  COUNCIL  PROPOSES  $3  MILLION  1984-85  BUDGET 
Belize  City  THE  BEACON  in  English  11  Feb  84  p  8 


[Text] 


CITY  Commissioner  of 
Finance  Philip  Goldson, 
last  Tuesday,  presented  a 
Three  Million  Dollars 
Budget  at  the  Belize  City 
Council  monthly  meeting. 

Mr.  Goldson  who  tabled 
the  budget  on  behalf  of 
the  Board  of  Finance  said 
that  it  was  structured 
off  the  new  departmental¬ 
ised  system  of  adminis¬ 
tration  adopted  by  Reso¬ 
lution  >No.  2  on  January 
10.  ’ 

The  Estimates  of  Revenue 
and  Expenditure  for  the 
financial  year  April  1984 
to  March  1985  are  pre¬ 
sented  under  fcxir  expend¬ 
iture  heads. 

These  are: 

Head  1  -  Office  of  the. 

May  or 

Head  2  -  Department  of 

Finance 

Head  3  -  Department  of 

Works  and  Personnel 
Head  4  -  Department  of 


Sanitation,  Health  and 
Enviroimient . 

A  new  feature  of  the 
City's  Budget  is  a  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Planning  and  De¬ 
velopment  which  provides 
a  modest  sum  for  planning 
expenses  of  a  Planning 
Unit  uhich  will  be  work¬ 
ing  on  a  comprehensive 
Development  Plan  for  Be¬ 
lize  City. 

Following  a  debate  on 
the  general  merits  of  the 
new  Budget  at  Tuesday 's 
meeting  it  was  referred  i 
to  the  Committee  of  Sup- i 
ply  comprised  of  all 
councillors  for  consid-  ' 
eration,  recommendation 
and  report  back  to  Coun-  ^ 
cil  by  Tuesday,  February 
28.  In  the  meantime,  the 
draft  Budget  goes  to  the 
Minister  of  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  for  submission  to 
the  Minister  of  Finance 
in  accordance  with  the 
law. 


CSC:  3298/516 
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QUESTION  OF  ROLE  OF  PRESS  RAGES;  BEACON  ASSAILS  DISWEEK 

Bar  Association  Position 
Belize  City  DISWEEK  in  English  10  Feb  84  p  1 

[Text]  The  Bar  Association  has  strongly  condemed  statements  appearing 
local  press  and  some  made  by  members  of  the  legal  profession  questioning  the 

judiciary  and  the  courts. 

This  was  prompted  by  attacks  made  on  the  Chief  Justice  for  having  rightly  im 
prisoned  Cyril  Davis,  Editor  and  Publisher  of  the  Labour  Beacon  after  finding 
him  guilty  of  contempt  of  court. 

A  release  from  the  Bar  Association  states  in  part; 

"The  Bar  Association  views  with  dismay  statements  which  have  recently  appeared 
in  vaSLs  sections  of  the  local  press  and  which  in  different  ways  can  serve 
only  to  bring  the  judiciary  and  the  courts  into  disrepute.  Derogatory  de¬ 
scriptions  of  members  of  the  legal  profession  who  are  officers  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  serve  also  to  attack  the  courts  as  an  institution# 

Respect  for  our  courts  and  judges  must  never  be  allowed  to  diminish.  Any  ac¬ 
tion  capable  of  that  result  must  be  opposed  and  denounced.  Continued  public 
confidence  in  the  courts  and  judges  is  indispensable  to  their  independence  and 
ability  fully  to  function  justly  and  fairly. 

Freedom  of  expression  is  one  of  the  important  rights  protected  under  the  con¬ 
stitution  and  which  the  courts  exist  to  preserve.  There  is  therefore  no  in¬ 
herent  conflict  between  freedom  of  expression  which  encompasses  freedom  of  the 
press  and  the  need  to  be  ever  respectful  to  our  courts.  Confrontation  need 
not  and  must  not  be  the  posture  adopted  towards  our  courts. 

New  Suit  Against  AMANDALA 


Belize  City  AMANDALA  ip  English  10  Feb  84  p  1 

[Text]  BELIZE  CITY,  Fri.  Feb.  10 — Barrister  Glenn  Godfrey,  acting  for  newly 
appointed  Senator  Allan  Arthurs,  a  former  Minister  of  Works,  has  written 
AMANDALA  to  demand  that  the  newspaper  apologize  for  printing  a  letter  las 
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week  concerning  the  Honourable  Arthurs  and  to  "pay  to  our  client  a  proper  and 
suitable  sum  as  damages  for  the  injury  to  his  reputation  and  for  the  embar- 
r^issincnL  ciud  distress  caused  to  him." 

According  to  the  learned  Mr.  Godfrey,  "our  client  also  requires  you  to  make  an 

agreed  statement  in  open  Court  for  which  purpose  it  will  be  necessary  to  issue 
and  serve  a  writ. 


It  is  expected  that  Mr.  Arthurs  will  sue  AMANDALA  for  libel. 


BKACON  Rc  act i on 

Belize  City  THE  BEACON  in  English  11  Feb  84  p  1 

beacon  has  received  a  Release  from  the  Belize  Bar  Association  (on 
the  Cyril  Davis  issue)  which  we  have  refused  to  publish. 

We  recall  that  the  Bar  Association  did  nothing  when  certain  sections  of  the 
local  press  were  being  harassed.  We  also  recall  that  the  Bar  Association  took 
no  stand  and  remained  supremely  silent,  when  the  rights  of  certain  citizens 
were  being  officially  abused. 

This  newspaper  will  not  indorse  nor  condone  this  type  of  selectivity  by  the 
Bar  Association;  nor  will  it  allow  itself  to  be  used  at  the  whim  of  any 

o r  m  c; a  t- T 


Musa*s  Motivations 
Belize  City  THE  BEACON  in  English  11  Feb  84  p  2 
[Editorial] 

personal  ontipatTiy  of  Mr.  Said  Musa  for  Mr. 
Cyril  Daois,  and  the  role  Mr.  Musa  played  in  recent 
events^  have  been  greatly  exercising  our  minds  here 
at  this  newspaper.  ' 

It  was  Mr.  Musa,  viriting  in  Disweek,  who  first 
drew  the  attention  of  the  public  to  Mr.  Davis'  of^ 
fending  Labour  Beacon  articles  about  the  Chief  Jus^ 
tice.  And  no  doubt  it  was  Mr.  Musa  as  Attorney  Gen¬ 
eral,  who  first  drew  the  official  attention  of  the\ 
D.P.P.  to  the  articles.  It  was  thus  Mr.  Musa  who  in 
one  way  or  another  contributed  much  to  the  launching 
of  the  prosecution  which  led-  to  the  eventual  jailing \ 
of  Mr.  Davis, 

Mr.  Davis  you  see,  is  a  fervent  anti-camunist  who 
regards  Mr.  Musa  as'  ideologically  dangerous.  And  Mr. 
Musa  together  with  his  cofiort  Mr.  Assad  Shoman,  had 
been  the  target  of  several  of  Mr.  Davis'  freewheel¬ 
ing  criticisms  in  the  Labour  Beacon.  This  obviously 
nettled  Mr.  Musa  greatly  (1984  being  an  election 
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year  aud  all) ,  and  the  legal  slip-up  on  Mr.  Davis  ' 
part  with  the  articles  concerning  the  Chief  Justice, 
gave  Mr.  Musa  the  opportunity  to  strike. 

Now  we  do  not  necessarily' agree  with  Cyril  Davis' 
style,  the  often  overdone  yiaturc- of  his  publications. 
But  Mr.  Davis  remains  withal  a  straightforward  man 
whose  standj  by  his  lights,  is  one  of  principle  and 
conscience.  However  misguided  some  people  might  | 
think  him,  he  commands  respect  for  the  fortrightness 
of  his  position. 

Mr.  Musa  on  the  other  hacnd,  is  by  contrast  an  e- 
quivocator  and  a  fraud. 

Consider:  It  is  Said  Musa  who  is  a  Senior  Counsel, 
former  Attorney  General,  and  supposed  crusader  for 
the  sanctity  of  our  legal  system.  Yet  it  is  the  same 
Said  Musa  who  is  one  of  the, '  mooing  forces  behind  '■ 
Disweek,  a  newspaper  published  for  months  now  with-  ■ 
out  naming  its  current  printer  or  proprietor,  in  di-' 
reot  and  flagrant  contravention  of  the  requirements  • 
of  the  newspaper  ordinance. ' 

It  is  Said  Musa  who  at  the  time  of  the  79  elections  , 
moved  easily  on  the  bases  and  in  the  prog ects,  giving 
clenched  fist  salutes  and  swearing  that  Black  was 
beautiful.  Yet  it  is  Said  Musa  who  on  election  eve  i 
circulated  a  paper  to  the  Hispanic  voters  of  the  ' 
Fort  George  constituency,  warning  them  that  a  vote 
for  Undo  was  a  vote  for  d  potential  Black  Prime  \ 
'Minister,  and  appealing  to  the  solidarity  of  "ha  Ba¬ 
za"  to  prevent  such  a  catastrophe  from  occurring. 

It  is  Said  Musa  who  claims  to  be  a  social  and  po- ; 
litical  progressive,  and  a  champion  of  the  masses,  j 
Yet  it  is  Said  Musa  who  in  government  is  the  biggest'^ 
lobbyist  ft>r,  and  contact  man  of,  those  monopoly  ' 
capitalists  -  the  Bowen  conglomerate. 

It  is  Said  l>tusa  who  is  supposed  to  be  the  leading 
architect  of  economic  nationalism  for  Belize.  Yet  it 
is  Said  t‘4usa  who  allows  Brother  Billy's  Brodies  Su¬ 
permarket  to  spend  precious  foreign  exchange  on  the 
importation  of  the  widest  range  of  luxury  items  and  ; 
non-essential  consumer  fripperies,  including  frozeni 
cassava  from  Hialeah,  Florida.  i 

It  is  Said  Musa  who  cm  becoming  a  politician  sudd¬ 
enly  rediscovered  religious  fervour  and  who  is  now  a 
regular  chruchgoer  and  communicant  at  St.  Mary's. 
Yet  it  is  Said  Musa  wwhose  personal  lifestyle  can 
hardly  withstand  any  serious  moral  scrutiny. 

Mr.  Cyril  Davis  has  never  pretended  to  be  other 
than  what  he  is.  A  humble  man  with  strong,  unwaver¬ 
ingly  held  beliefs.  He  can't  talk  like  Said  Musa,  he  ! 
can't  write  like  Said  Musa,  he  can't  dissemble  like 
Said  Musa. 

Yet  this  Cyril  Davis,  this  so-called  convict,  is  a 
real  friend  to  the  workingman,  the  poor  and  the  op¬ 
pressed.  And  that  is  something  tftai  Said  Musa,  the 
bourgeois  pretender,  will  never  truly  be. 
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At t nek  on  DISWEkK 


elizc  Citv  TUI-  iil-ACON  in  Hng]  ish  ]].  Feb  84  p  2 


IF  no  more  'scholar¬ 
ships  '  can  be  arranged, 
someone  really  ought  to 
start  taking  up  a  collec¬ 
tion  to  send  the  publish¬ 
ers  of  Diaweek  to  Havana. 

This  would  be  for  a 
crash  course  in  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Propagan¬ 
da,  a  subject  which  the 
Cubans,  following  the 
precept  and  example  of 
t  heir  Ru  s8  ian'  y ,  % 
have  ^elevated!;  to  t|ie|^star^ 
tus  <df '  higli' ar  t  For  if 
the;  kind  ^  of  butchery 
which  Increasing -e 

ly  seeks  to  pass  off  as 
reportage  and  analysis  is 
representative  of  its 
best  efforts  at  propagan¬ 
da,  then  it  is  clear  that' 
the  two  Conrad es  who  pub- 
liah  the  newspaper -  can 
never  hope,  without  prop¬ 
er  instruction,  to  become 
good  Marxists  when  they  j 
grow  up,  .  ‘  ’ 

,  The  latest  in  the  series 
of  attempts  at  a  hatchet 
job,  comes  in  relation  to 
the  Cyril  Davis  affair 
an^d  the  supposed  reaction 
of  Dean  Barrow  and  the 
U.D.P.  Lawyers, 

According  to  a  state¬ 
ment  in  a  front  page  art¬ 
icle  of  the  last  issue  of 
Uisweek^  Barrow  at  a 
Courthouse  Wharf  public 
meeting  "was  beside  him¬ 
self  in  unleashing  in  the 
strongest  possible  terms 
an  attack  on  the  Chief 
Justice;"  and  accordang 
to  an  implication  in  the 
page  two  editorial  of  the 


same  issue,  both  Barrow 
:  and  "the  UDP  lawyers"  at- 
I  tributed  motives  of  bias 
I  and  political  partisan- 
I  ship  to  the  C. J . 

This  is  not  just  a  mis¬ 
quote  or  misinterpreta-j 
,  tion  of  what  Barrow  and! 

"the  UDP  lawyers"  actual- 
“ly  said,  is  a  deliber¬ 
ate  invention  and  a  de¬ 
scription  of  what  they 
did'^not  say. 

Mr.  Barrowj^  whiles critir 
cizing  *  the^  sentence  of 
Imprisonment  passed.  *on 
Cyril ' Davis  ^  scrupulously 
refrained  from  any  abuse 
of  the  Chief  Justice;  and 
at  no  time  did  he  or  an]^. 
Other  UDP  officer  Impute 
motives  of  Impropriety  to 
Mr.  Moe. 

This  kind  of  crude  dis¬ 
information  of  which  Dis^ 
week  is  increasingly 
guilty,  would  make  Com¬ 
rade  Lenin,  skilled  po-| 
lemicist  that  he  was, 
turn  in  his  grave.  And 
the  two  local  custodians 
of  the  revolution  do 
their  already  quixotic 
cause  a  further  disser¬ 
vice  when  they  oblige 
people  to  view  them  as 
not  merely  misguided  but 
downright  dishonest . 

Of  course,  Disweek  will 
want  to  maintain  that 
what  it  said  and  implied 
is . accurate .  That  being 
the  case,  the  publishers 
will  in  conscience  be 
forced  to  Insist  that 
court  proceedings  be 
brought  against  Barrow 
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and  "the  UDP  lawyers." 
For  what  ZJisweefe  reported 
thm  to  have  said  amounts 
to  contempt  if  true,  and 
should  not  be  allowed  to 
go  unpunished. 

If  Diaweek  is  serious 
about  its  charges  then,  a 
prosecution  will  follow. 
But  if  Diaweek  was  merely 
playing  dirty  politics,' 
the  whole  matter  will  be 
allowed  to  Slide. 

The  next  move  is  up  to 
the  Comrades,  ■  and  their' 
choice  is  simple.  They 
must  either  put  up  or 
shut  up. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BELIZE 


BRIEFS 

UDP  ELECTIONS  SATURDAY,  January  28,  1984,  was  the  closing  date  for  the  nomin¬ 
ation  of  Party  Leader  and  Deputy  Party  Leader  of  the  United  Democratic  Party. 
Nominations  were  received  from  all  six  districts  of  the  country.  In  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  Party's  constitution,  the  Party's  Standing  Committee  on  the 
Leadership  met  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  1,  to  examine  the  nominations.  There  being 
only  one  person  nominated  for  Leader  and  one  person  for  Deputy  Leader,  the 
Standing  Committee  has  declared  that  Senator  Manuel  Esquivel  has  been  duly 
elected  Party  Leader  and  the  Hon.  Curl  Thompson  has  been  duly  elected  Deputy 
Party  Leader:  both  for  the  period  1984  to  1986.  Later  this  year  the  Party 
will  hold  its  Biennial  Conference,  at  which  members  of  the  Central  Committee 
the  National  Executive  Committee  will  be  elected  for  the  two  year  period 
1984-1986.  At  this  conference  the  Party  Leader  and  Deputy  Leader  will  for¬ 
mally  take  the  Oath  of  Office.  [Text]  [Belize  City  THE  BEACON  in  English 
4  Feb  84  p  1] 

VILLAGE  COUNCIL  ELECTIONS — THE  Minister  has  set  the  period  1st  January  to  31st 
March  for  Village  Council  elections.  The  respective  village  councils  must  now 
set  their  election  dates  after  consultation  with  and  advice  of  the  Village 
Associations  comprised  of  all  villagers.  As  expected,  villagers  must  be  noti¬ 
fied  about  election  dates.  Lists  of  electors  must  be  published  and  villages 
have  a  right  of  inspection  and  objection.  Qualifications  Include  (a)  resi¬ 
dence  in  village  for  3  months,  or  6  months  in  the  case  of  aliens  (b)  18  years 
of  age,  or  if  cohabiting  as  man  and  wife,  less  than  18.  The  Social  Develop¬ 
ment  Office  may  enforce  registration  and  elections  if  a  Village  Council  refuses 
to  do  so.  Elections  are  conducted  by  the  Social  Development  Department.  The 
announcement  that  these  elections  should  be  non— political  comes  as  a  surprise 
as  they  have  always  been  known  to  be  political.  A  public  service  information 
by  the  Voter  Education  &  Research  Association  (VERA).  [Text]  [Belize  City  THE 
BEACON  in  English  4  Feb  84  p  3] 

UNION-UDP  TALKS  WED.,  JAN.  28 — AS  a  part  of  its  educational  programme  for  its 
National  Executive  Officers,  the  United  General  Workers'  Union  recently  in¬ 
vited  the  People's  United  Party  and  the  United  Democratyc  Party  td  meet  with 
these  officers  at  its  headquarters  in  Belize  City.  The  purpose  of  these  meet¬ 
ings  was  for  an  exchange  of  ideas  on  labour  matters  and  other  areas  of  concern 
to  workers.  Today  the  National  Executive  of  United  General  Workers'  Union  met 
with  a  delegation  from  the  United  Democratic  Party,  the  only  political  party 
that  so  far  had  agreed  to  meet  with  officers  of  said  Executive  as  a  result  of 
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these  invitations.  A  lucid  discussion  was  held  on  labour  issues  and  other 
topics  such  as  health,  housing,  education,  investment  and  employment,  agri¬ 
culture  and  trade,  national  sovereignty  and  general  development.  [Text] 

[Belize  City  THE  BEACON  in  English  4  Feb  84  p  7] 

SENATORIAL  APPOINTMENT— Mr  Allan  Arthurs,  JP  has  been  appointed  to  be  a  Sena¬ 
tor  in  the  Belize  legislature.  Mr  Arthurs'  appointment,  announced  last  week, 
was  made  by  Governor  General,  Dr  Minita  Gordon,  on  the  advise  of  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter,  Mr  George  Price.  Mr  Arthurs  has  served  as  Deputy  Speaker  of  the  House 
from  1964  to  1969.  He  has  also  held  public  office  as  Minister  of  Works,  Minis¬ 
ter  of  Power  and  Communications  and  Minister  of  Local  Governmept  as  the  Peo¬ 
ple's  United  Party  representative  for  Dangriga.  Mr  Arthurs  fills  the  vacancy 
in  the  Senate  created  by  the  death  of  former  Senate  President,  Mr  Lloyd  Cof¬ 
fin.  Senator  Gadsby  Ramos  was  elected  President  of  the  Senate  at  the  end  of 
last  month.  [Text]  [Belize  City  BELIZE  SUNDAY  TIMES  in  English  5  Feb  84  p  2] 

SYLVESTRE-PUBLIC  SERVICE  TALKS—The  new  Minister  of  Local  Government  and  the 
Public  Service,  Mr  Louis  Sylvestre,  last  week  met  with  Permanent  Secretaries 
to  discuss  matters  affecting  the  Belize  Public  Service.  The  Minister  express¬ 
ed  concern  that  morale  among  public  servants  appeared  low  and  the  image  of 
the  Public  Service  needed  urgent  improvement.  Mr  Sylvestre  also  referred  to 
an  article  which  appearedin  one  of  the  weekly  newspapers  suggesting  that  there 
would  be  purges  in  the  senior  levels  of  the  service.  He  assured  Permanent 
Secretaries  that  he  disassociated  himself  from  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the 
article  as  this  is  not  the  policy  of  the  government.  Mlnistre  Sylvestre  also 
met  last  week  with  a  delegation  of  the  Public  Service  Union.  He  assured  the 
Union  that  he  would  practice  an  open  door  policy  and  hoped  that  the  union 
would  be  open  to  continued  dialogue.  [Text]  [Belize  City  BELIZE  SUNDAY  TIMES 
in  English  5  Feb  84  p  11] 

COUNTERFEIT  U.S.  DOLLARS — City  Police  have  been  on  the  alert  since  last  week 
after  they  discovered  a  small  quantity  of  counterfeit  United  States  dollars 
in  circulation.  The  dollar  bills,  police  sources  say,  are  in  denomination  of 
20 's,  50 's  and  100' s.  The  $20  bills  all  bear  the  same  serial  number  G44216008C. 
The  fifty  dollar  bills  all  carry  the  same  serial  number  also.  It  is  G24267764A. 
The  Reporter  was  not  able  to  obtain  the  serial  number  for  the  hundred  dollar 
bills.  The  dud  bills  have  been  turning  up  in  banks,  clubs  and  other  business 
establishments  and  it  is  not  yet  known  how  extensive  the  network  might  be.  The 
public  is  being  asked  to  be  on  the  alert  for  any  of  these  bogus  bills.  Test 
all  U.S.  bills  by  employing  the  simple  method  of  rubbing  its  face  against  a 
sheet  of  white  paper.  If  the  ink  begins  to  rub  off,  chances  are  that  the  bill 
is  a  fake.  Copy  the  serial  number  immediately  and  notify  the  Police,  stating 
how  the  money  was  obtained.  [Text]  [Belize  City  THE  REPORTER  in  English  5  Feb 
84  p  1] 
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ARREST  OF  COUNTERFEITER — Hendrick  Panton  of  Belize  City  was  arrested  Thursday 
in  Orange  Walk  Town  after  he  was  found  in  possession  of  four  $100 (US)  counter¬ 
feit  bills.  Police  had  been  investigating  reports  that  the  counterfeit  cur¬ 
rency  had  been  introduced  in  several  business  places  throughout  the  country. 

It  is  possible  that  the  Police  may  now  have  a  lead  to  the  source  of  the  phony 
money.  Earlier  the  public  was  advised  not  to  accept  any  US  currency  other 
than  from  the  banks  which  are  equipped  with  the  expertise  to  detect  counter¬ 
feit  currency .  Police  also  said  the  counterfeit  dollars  have  been  in  circu¬ 
lation  in  Belize  since  mid  January.  They  said  also  thay  had  confiscated  more 
than  $800(US)  counterfeit  bills  which  are  reportedly  circulating  in  $100,  $50, 
and  $20  denominations.  [Text]  [Belize  City  BELIZE  SUNDAY  TIMES  in  English 
12  Feb  84  p  1] 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BRAZIL 


DECEMBER  UNEMPLOYMENT  RATE  LOWEST  OF  1983 

Sao  Paulo  0  ESTADO  DE  SAO  PAULO  in  Portuguese  2  Feb  84  p  24 

[Text]  Rio  de  Janeiro — National  unemployment  reached  its  lowest  recorded  level 
for  1983  in  December  at  5.63  percent:  691,206  persons  out  of  an  economically 
active  population  of  12,277,200  workers  in  the  metropolitan  areas  of  Sao  Paulo, 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  Porto  Alegre,  Belo  Horizonte,  Recife,  and  Salvador,  according 
to  an  announcement  yesterday  by  the  IBGE  (Brazilian  Institute  of  Geography  and 
Statistics)  Foundation.  The  unemployment  rate  in  Sao  Paulo  stood  at  5.53  per¬ 
cent,  representing  289,639  persons,  compared  to  6.45  percent  in  November. 

In  the  opinion  of  Prof  Jesse  Montello,  chairman  of  the  IBGE,  the  drop  in  open 
unemployment  among  those  seeking  work  for  the  first  time  and  those  employed 
previously  was  due  mainly  to  the  greater  absorption  of  manpower  in  December 
by  the  trade  and  service  sectors  in  connection  with  Christmas  and  New  Yearns 
Day. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  self-employed  persons  not  working  for  any 
employer  and  earning  less  than  the  minimum  wage  rose  to  7.22  percent  of  the 
economically  active  population  in  December  (886,413  persons),  compared  to  5.35 
percent  in  November.  In  Sao  Paulo,  the  number  of  self-employed  persons  earn¬ 
ing  less  than  the  minimum  wage  jumped  from  2.79  percent  in  November  to  4.36 
percent  in  December  (228,359  persons),  while  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  the  rate  rose 
from  6.39  percent  to  8.33  percent  (303,053  persons). 

Also  up  was  the  percentage  of  self-employed  persons  reporting  no  income  at  all 
in  December,  when  they  numbered  137,446,  or  1.12  percent  of  the  labor  force  in 
the  chief  metropolitan  areas. 

In  December,  the  average  time  that  people  had  spent  looking  for  work  remained 
almost  stable  at  around  16  weeks.  The  December  figure  for  Sao  Paulo  was  17 
weeks,  while  for  Rio  de  Janeiro  it  was  16  weeks,  and  for  Recife  it  was  21  weeks. 
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Unemployment  in  December 


Metropolitan 

area 

Economically 

active 

population 

Open 

unemployment 

Rio  He  Janeiro 

3.6:J8JOO 

182,632 

Sao  Paulo 

5.237.600 

289.639 

Helo  Horizonte 

1.026.800 

77.420 

Porto  Alegre 

•  974.200 

53.775 

Recife  • 

776.600 

50.013 

Salvador 

623.900 

36.747 

Source:  IBGE 

Average  Rate 

of  Open  Unemployment  in  1983 

(persons 

15  years  of  age 

and  older) 

Average 

rate  of  unemployment  (%) 

First- time 

Employed 

Month 

Total 

job  seekers 

previously 

January 

6,30 

0,78 

5,52 

February 

6,14 

0,72 

5,42 

March 

7,02 

0,80 

6.22 

April 

7,17 

0.75 

6,42 

May 

7,03 

0,68 

6,35 

June 

6,90 

0,64 

6,26 

September 

6,82 

■  0,63 

6,19 

7,00 

7,12 

0,67 
,  0,64 

6,33 

6,48 

October 

V  6,75 

0,71 

6,04 

November 

;  6,51 

0,60 

5,91 

December 

5,63 

0,52 

5,11 

Rate  of  Open 

Unemployment  by  Metropolitan  Area 

(persons  15  years  of  age  and 

older) 

Month 


Rio  de 
Janeiro 


Metropolitan  areas — 1983 


Sao 

Porto 

Belo  Recife  Salvador 

Paulo 

Ale- 

Hori> 

. are:' 

zonte 

Average 

rate 


January 

February 

March 


August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


5,83 

6.53 

5,45 

7,58 

6,96 

5,61 

6,30 

5,41 

6,48 

5,83 

7,13 

7,14 

5,20 

6,14 

6.71 

7,03 

6,99 

7,97 

8.37 

5,58 

7,02 

6,59 

7,30 

7,08 

8,13 

8,92' 

5,77 

7,17 

6,27 

7,24 

7,38 

7,84 

8,81 

5,59 

7,03 

6,54 

7,05 

6,85 

7,71 

7,74 

5,47 

6,90 

6,16 

7,00 

7,17 

7,57 

8,59  - 

5,04 

6,82 

6,55 

6,94 

7,79 

7,69 

8.43 

5,93 

7,00 

6,66 

7,22 

7,32 

8,09 

8,40 

5,55 

7.12 

6,20 

6,71 

7.14 

8,13 

8,09 

5.73 

6.75 

6.16 

6,45 

6,22 

7,83 

7.85 

5.49 

6.51 

5,02 

5,53 

5,52 

7, .54 

6,44 

5,89 

5,63 

11798 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BRAZIL 


PCDOB,  PCB  DISRUPTION  OF  SAO  PAULO  MEETING  DISCUSSED 

Sao  Paulo  0  ESTADO  DE  SAO  PAULO  in  Portuguese  10  Feb  84  p  2 

[Editorial:  "PCdoB*s  'Direct'  Elections";  passages  enclosed  in  slantlines 
printed  in  boldface] 

[Text]  It  is  no  secret  from  anyone  that  the  Communists  and  their  "dissidents" 
here  in  Brazil — only  here? — and  especially  the  so-called  PCdoB  [Communist 
Party  of  Brazil],  have  always  been  able  to  extract  participatory  effectiveness 
from  the  small,  tiny — or  infinitesimal — number  of  their  proselytes  and/or  mili¬ 
tants.  In  any  public  demonstration,  meeting,  or  ceremony  indoors  or  out  of 
doors,  they  succeed  in  appearing  to  be  disproportionately  larger  than  any 
other  groups,  whether  attached  to  political  parties  or  not.  To  achieve  that, 
they  use  well-known  "technology" — the  tested  know-how  with  which  we  are  all 
familiar.  It  consists  of  arriving  ahead  of  all  the  other  groups  (sometimes 
in  the  early  morning  hours),  occupying  the  most  strategic  spots,  building 
veritable  red  curtains  with  their  hammer-and— sickle  flags  and  banners  (or 
placing  them  on  the  tops  of  poles  and  trees),  and,  at  the  same  time,  operating 
the  noisiest  and  most  vociferous  of  claques.  They  provoke  the  shouting  of 
"words  of  command"  as  loudly  as  possible  and  create  the  most  shoving,  the 
greatest  disturbance,  and  the  greatest  din,  their  purpose  being  to  be  the 
group  most  /seen/  (photographed  and  filmed)  and  most  /heard/ — the  ultimate  ob¬ 
jective  being  to  give  the  impression  that  the  entire  mass  of  people  gathered 
there  is  there  to  back  up  their  threadbare  "anti-imperialist,"  "anticapitalist," 
and  pro- (communist)  "world  peace"  jargon. 

That  is  exactly  what  happened  at  the  big  meeting  in  favor  of  direct  elections 
last  25  January,  when  about  50  red  flags  (most  of  them  from  the  PCdoB  and  the 
PCB  [Brazilian  Communist  Party],  along  with  a  few  others — but  also  blood-red — 
from  the  PT  [Workers  Party])  were  set  up  like  veritable  curtains  directly  in 
front  of  the  speakers'  platform,  where  they  were  able  to  block  out  all  other 
colors,  especially  the  green  and  yellow  of  the  flags  representing  the  "I  Want 
To  Vote  for  the  President"  campaign  and  the  national  flag  (the  latter  repre¬ 
sented  by  two  or  three  small  banners  submerged  in  the  crowd).  The  PMDB  [Bra¬ 
zilian  Democratic  Movement  Party]  coordinators  of  the  meeting  tried  in  vain 
to  "negotiate"  with  the  leaders  (of  the  PCdoB  and  the  "big  party")  to  have  the 
flags  taken  down.  But  only  the  radio  announcer  was  able  to  get  the  flags  taken 
down  by  saying— with  full  support  from  the  crowd— that  they  were  totally  block¬ 
ing  the  view  of  the  artists  and  their  shows  on  the  platform. 
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It  was  by  using  that  same  "effective"  form  of  participation  that  the  PCdoB 
managed,  by  making  an  uproar,  to  win  the  right  to  join  the  Sao  Paulo  committee 
for  direct  elections  during  a  meeting  at  the  Legislative  Assembly  last  Tuesday. 
Its  members  managed  to  transform  that  meeting,  which  was  being  held  to  decide 
on  the  next  stages  of  the  campaign  for  direct  elections,  into  something  very 
much  like  a  tumultuous  student  assembly.  With  shouting,  shoving,  swearing, 
and  words  of  command  shouted  by  its  members  from  atop  tables  and  chairs,  and 
even  threats  of  physical  assault,  the  party  prevented  objective  decisions  con¬ 
cerning  the  campaign  from  being  reached  to  begin  with,  and  eventually  it  forced 
through  approval  of  the  resolution  to  accept  as  members  of  the  committee  any 
entity  that  wanted  to  join— including  the  PCdoB.  So  thanks  to  the  ruckus  cre¬ 
ated  by  30  or  40  militants  occupying  a  substantial  portion  of  an  auditorium 
designed  to  accommodate  200  people,  it  achieved  "official  acquisition  of  the 
right  to  participate." 

More  surprising  is  the  fact  that  such  behavior  can  be  Inflicted  on  a  large _ 

and  naive-majority,  and  more  surprising  still  is  the  fact  that  all  of  this  is 
supposedly  in  the  name  of  democracy— is  it  not  true,  after  all,  that  the  cov¬ 
eted  direct  presidential  elections  signify  a  mobilization  effort  for  the  full 
restoration  of  democracy?  Here  is  a  great  irony!  Those  participating — with 
the  greatest  prominence — in  the  organization  of  the  campaign  on  behalf  of  di¬ 
rect  elections  are  precisely  the  defenders  of  a  type  of  government  system 
which  historically,  and  in  every  country  in  the  world  where  it  has  managed  to 
achieve  power,  has  always  demonstrated  the  most  absolute  contempt  for  anything 
signifying  a  vote  and  anything  signifying  an  election,  whether  direct  or  indi¬ 
rect!  Md  to  top  it  all  off,  they  succeed  in  their  "acquisition  of  the  right" 

to  participate  through  methods  which  in  this  case  are  not  at  all  indirect _ on 

the  contrary,  they  are  /directly/  fascist. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BRAZIL 


PCB  HOLDS  SEVENTH  CONGRESS,  ELECTS  NEW  CENTRAL  COMMITTEE 
Sao  Paulo  0  ESTADO  DE  SAO  PAULO  in  Portuguese  11  Feb  84  p  2 

[Text]  Seventeen  years  after  its  last  meeting,  the  Brazilian  Communist  Party 
(PCB),  which  has  been  illegal  for  37  years,  held  its  seventh  congress  on 
15  January  in  downtown  Sao  Paulo.  It  elected  a  new  Central  Committee  with  66 
members,  70  percent  of  whom  were  elected  to  that  body  for  the  first  time. 

Their  number  includes  seven  PMDB  [Brazilian  Democratic  Movement  Party]  congress¬ 
men,  among  them  Deputies  Alberto  Goldmann,  Marcelo  Gatto,  and  Antonio  Resk  and 
City  Councilman  Lulz  Tenorio  de  Lima,  all  of  Sao  Paulo.  The  PCB's  National 
Executive  Committee  was  enlarged  from  7  to  12  members,  one  of  whom  is  Federal 
Deputy  Roberto  Freire  (PMDB,  Pernambuco). 

The  Central  Committee,  which  was  installed  on  the  28th,  now  has  46  new  members, 
the  others  having  been  reelected.  This  change  reportedly  lowers  the  average 
age  of  the  PCB’s  leaders  from  65  to  47.  The  leadership  still  Includes  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  18  states  plus  the  Federal  District  and  consists  of  congressmen, 
union  leaders,  workers,  reporters,  members  of  the  liberal  professions,  and 
even  one  rancher  (see  the  list  below) . 

Alternatives 

In  a  document  consisting  of  212  typewritten  pages  and  including  an  introduction 
by  Giocondo  Dias,  the  PCB's  secretary  general,  the  Communists  present  their 
"Democratic  Alternative  for  the  Brazilian  Crisis"— a  synthesis,  according  to 
Giocondo  Dias,  of  the  discussions  held  by  the  Communists  between  May  1981  and 
mid-1982,  some  of  which  were  published  in  the  ;^ewspaper  VOZ  DA  UNIDADE,  the  of¬ 
ficial  organ  of  the  PCB.  The  final  text  was  brought  up  to  date  at  the  end  of 
1983  and  approved  at  the  National  Meeting  of  Communists  for  Legalization  of 
the  PCB,  which  Dias  says  was  held  in  January.  The  secretary  general  of  the 
PCB  said:  "We  did  not  meet  illegally.  It  was  a  meeting  held  within  the  law." 

The  text  will  be  published  in  book  form  and  released  in  March,  when  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  National  Committee  for  Legalization  of  the  PCB  will  also  be 
announced.  The  document  is  divided  into  five  chapters;  "Changes  in  National 
Political  Life,"  "International  Courses  of  Action,"  "Social  Transformations  in 
Brazil,"  "Economic  Transformations  in  Brazil,"  and  "The  Path  to  the  Brazilian 
Revolution. " 
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In  the  final  chapter,  where  the  Communists  set  forth  their  strategy,  the  docu¬ 
ment  says:  "In  the  conditions  currently  existing  in  Brazil  and  the  world,  there 
exists  a  real  possibility  that  the  Brazilian  revolutionary  process  will  achieve 
its  objectives  by  paths  from  which  armed  struggle,  insurrection,  and  civil  war 
will  be  excluded."  Farther  along,  it  says  that  the  "advance  of  the  Brazilian 
revolutionary  process  requires  the  broadest  political  democracy.  Centered 
around  the  democratic  issue  is  the  struggle  against  imperialism  and  internal 
reaction. ...  The  Communists  are  fighting  to  achieve  democracy  and  peace  in 
the  world  as  conditions  that  will  benefit,  among  other  basic  aspects  of  their 
struggle,  the  possibility  of  achieving  revolutionary  changes  by  an  unarmed 
path." 

In  another  place,  the  text  of  "Alternative"  takes  up  the  question  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  in  Brazil:  "...  a  very  special  case  and  one  that  the  democratic  and  pro¬ 
gressive  forces  must  confront."  According  to  the  document,  the  Communists 
feel  that  participation  by  the  military  in  sociopolitical  life  is  a  "positive 
phenomenon  and  that,  "within  the  framework  of  a  democratic  society  and  a  re¬ 
newed  country,  we  propose  that  the  Armed  Forces,  in  addition  to  their  function 
as  defenders  of  national  sovereignty,  play  a  part  in  the  country's  process  of 
economic,  technical— scientific,  political,  and  social  development."  According 
to  the  text,  the  "political  system  to  which  we  aspire  must  guarantee  the  Armed 
Forces  an  outstanding  position  in  the  building  of  a  society  where  people's 
sovereignty  is  in  effect.  For  that  very  reason,  our  revolutionary  struggle 
cannot  be  entangled  in  opposition  to  the  military:  on  the  contrary,  it  presup¬ 
poses  their  participation,  and  that,  incidentally,  is  also  in  keeping  with 
Brazilian  tradition." 

Giocondo 

In  a  press  interview,  Giocondo  Dias  added  that  the  objective  of  the  Communists 
is  a  multiparty  system,  and  the  Brazil  of  the  future  will  be  "solidary,  sov¬ 
ereign,  and  democratic  as  it  heads  for  socialism,"  as  he  also  says  in  the  in¬ 
troduction  to  "Alternative."  In  the  Communist  view,  Brazil  today  is  experi- 
®  political  impasse":  those  in  power  want  to  prevent  alternation  in 
power,  and  the  opposition  wants  a  different  government,  Giocondo  says. 

The  Communists  are  committed  to  the  struggle  for  direct  election  [of  the  presi¬ 
dent],  says  Giocondo,  who  considers  direct  election  possible  provided  that  there 
is  "mass  mobilization  and  the  opposition  forces  are  united."  Giocondo  believes 
that  if  the  Dante  Oliveira  amendment  is  not  approved  by  Congress ,  such  complete 
mobilization  and  unity  would  give  the  opposition  strength  to  negotiate,  but, 
he  adds,  "it  must  not  mean  legitimizing  this  electoral  college,  which  is  a  fake 
set  up  to  ensure  that  the  government  does  not  suffer  a  solution  of  discontinu¬ 
ity." 

Declaring  that  the  Communists  "stand  behind  the  Soviet  Union,  the  socialist 
countries,  and  the  international  workers  movement  because  we  are  for  world 
peace  and  against  war,"  Giocondo  says  that  the  way  of  working  for  revolution 
in  Brazil  is  nevertheless  "a  problem  of  our  own.  We  strive  to  be  guided  by 
Marxism-Leninism,  we  are  followers  of  communism,  and  we  strive  to  be  interna¬ 
tionalists." 


37 


Central  Committee 


The  PCB  National  Executive  Committee  consists  of  Giocondo  Dias  (secretary  gen¬ 
eral),  Hercules  Correa,  Givaldo  Siqueira,  Almir  Neves,  Salomao  Malina,  and 
Theodoro  Melo,  all  reelected;  plus  the  following  newly  elected  members: 

Roberto  Freire  (federal  deputy  for  Pernambuco) ,  Ivan  Pinheiro  (leader  of  the 
bank  employees  union  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  secretary  of  CONCLAT  [National  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Working  Classes]),  Jose  Paulo  Neto  (writer),  Regis  Fratl  (pub¬ 
lisher  of  the  newspaper  VOZ  DA  UNIDADE) ,  Paulo  Elisarlo  (Communist  leader  in 
Minas  Gerais),  and  Sergio  Moraes  (engineer  and  Communist  leader  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro) . 

The  other  members  of  the  Central  Committee  are  the  following:  Alberto  Goldman 
[spelling  variation  as  published]  (federal  deputy  and  secretary  general  of  the 
PMDB  Regional  Executive  Committee) ,  Arnaldo  Goncalves  (chairman  of  the  Metal¬ 
lurgical  Union  in  Santos  and  a  member  of  CONCLAT) ,  Hilario  Penha  (worker  and 
Communist  leader  in  Rio  Grande  do  Sul) ,  Hermano  de  Paiva  Oliveira  (state  dep¬ 
uty  (PMDB)  in  Rio  Grande  do  Norte),  Abelardo  Caminha  (economist  and  Communist 
leader  in  Pernambuco) ,  Llnolfo  Silva  (former  chairman  of  the  Confederation  of 
Agricultural  Workers) ,  Francisco  Almeida  (reporter  and  Communist  leader  in 
Sergipe) ,  Marcelo  Gatto  (federal  deputy  (PMDB)  for  Sao  Paulo) ,  Roberto  Argolo 
(university  professor  and  Communist  leader  in  Bahia) ,  Carlos  Alberto  Muller 
(university  professor  and  Communist  leader  in  the  Federal  District) ,  Jose  Alves 
de  Brito  (worker,  member  of  the  PMDB  Executive  Committee  in  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
and  former  deputy) ,  Dinarco  Reis  (former  air  force  officer) ,  Joao  Avellne 
(reporter  and  editor  of  the  VOZ  DA  UNIDADE),  Antonio  Granja  (rural  worker  and 
Communist  leader  in  Rio  de  Janeiro) ,  Onofre  da  Costa  (rancher  and  Communist 
leader  in  Mato  Grosso  do  Sul) ,  Geraldo  Rodrigues  (former  leader  of  the  dock- 
workers  and  Communist  leader  in  Rio  de  Janeiro) ,  Luiz  Tenorio  de  Lima  (city 
councilman  (PMDB)  in  Sao  Paulo) ,  Raimundo  Jinkings  (bank  employee  and  leader 
in  Para) ,  Julio  Cesar  Ramalho  (attorney  and  Communist  leader  in  Paraiba) ,  Takao 
Amano  (student) ,  Alberto  Passos  Guimaraes  (writer  in  Rio  de  Janeiro) ,  and  Paulo 
Cavalcanti  (attorney  and  writer.  Communist  leader  in  Pernambuco).  Rio  de 
Janeiro  sports  commentator  Joao  Saldanha  and  Sao  Paulo  scientist  Mario  Schemberg 
also  belong  to  the  PCB  Central  Committee,  as  do  Luiz  Carlos  Azedo  (reporter  in 
Rio  de  Janeiro) ,  Fernando  Peixoto  (playwright  and  director  of  the  Theater  De¬ 
partment  of  the  Sao  Paulo  Municipal  Secretariat  of  Culture),  Luiz  Carlos  Moura 
(Sao  Paulo  economist) ,  Agenor  do  Nascimento  (Rio  de  Janeiro  metallurgical 
worker) ,  Expedite  da  Rocha  (Parana  sculptor) ,  Luciano  Pinho  (Sao  Paulo  sociol¬ 
ogist)  ,  Paulo  Vilar  (printing  worker  and  Communist  leader  in  Goias) ,  Antonio 
Resk  (Sao  Paulo  state  deputy  (PMDB)),  Angelo  Del  Mato  (Sao  Paulo  worker), 

Armando  Sampaio  (Rio  de  Janeiro  sociologist) ,  Noe  Gertel  (reporter) ,  and  Isnard 
Teixeira  (Rio  de  Janeiro  physician) . 

The  other  members  are:  Julio  Teixeira  (attorney  in  Rio  Grande  do  Sul),  Paulo 
Santana  (aeronaut  in  Rio  de  Janeiro) ,  Fued  Saad  (physician  in  Sao  Paulo) , 

Armando  Ziller  (leader  of  bank  employees  in  Minas  Gerais) ,  Nilsom  Miranda 
(radio  announcer  in  Alagoas) ,  Cloter  Mota  (state  deputy  (PMDB)  in  Rondonla) , 
Marcos  Jaimovich  (architect  living  in  Paris) ,  Luciano  Barreira  (reporter  in 
Ceara),  Marcio  Almeida  (state  deputy  (PMDB)  in  Parana),  Jairo  Regis  (reporter 
in  Espirito  Santo),  Adalberto  Tlmoteo  (businessman  in  Minas  Gerais),  Jorge 
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Machado  (leader  of  the  reporters  union  and  member  of  the  Federation  of  Journal¬ 
ists  for  Amazonas),  Jose  Raimundo  da  Silva  (leader  in  hank  employees  union  in 
Rio  de  Janeiro),  and  Yukitako  Mito  (accountant  in  Sao  Paulo).  Reliable  sources 
told  0  ESTADO  DE  SAO  PAULO  that  Jarbas  Holanda  Pereira  is  also  a  member  of  the 
PCB  Central  Committee. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


BRAZII 


BRIEFS 

GIOCONDO  ON  PRESTES  EXPULSION — Giocondo  Dias,  secretary  general  of  ttie  PCB 
[Brazilian  Communist  Party ],  yesterday  denied  a  press  report  concerning  the 
expulsion  of  Luiz  Carlos  Prestes  from  the  PCB,  "Prestes  no  longer  belongs  to 
the  communist  ranks  because  he  abandoned  the  party  by  no  longer  appearing  at 
its  meetings  even  when  invited  to  do  so."  According  to  Giocondo,  no  punitive 
steps  were  taken  against  the  former  leader.  "He  simply  was  not  chosen  to  be 
a  member  of  the  PCB’s  National  Committee  for  Legalization  of  the  PCB."  Giocondo 
Dias  said:  "Prestes  abandoned  us  and  began  to  engage  in  activity  contrary  to 
the  course  being  pursued  by  us,"  Prestes  "is  against  the  struggle  to  legalize 
the  PCB,"  explained  the  secretary  general,  adding  that  on  the  subject  of  the 
party’s  legalization,  Prestes  "has  an  equivocal  viewpoint  and  one  quite  differ¬ 
ent  from  ours."  Before  this  year  is  over,  Giocondo  intends  to  go  before  the 
Superior  Electoral  Court  with  an  application  to  register  the  PCB.  But  Prestes 
opposes  that  step  and,  according  to  the  secretary  general,  is  against  the  com¬ 
munists  who  support  the  PCB.  [Text]  [Sao  Paulo  0  ESTADO  DE  SAO  PAULO  in  Por¬ 
tuguese  11  Feb  84  p  2]  11798 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


COLOMBIA 


BRIEFS 

DEPUTY  COMMUNICATIONS  MINISTER-Lawyer  Marla  Cristina  Mejia  de  Mejia  from  the 
Colombian  Department  of  Antioquia  has  been  appointed  deputy  communications 
minister.  She  replaces  Maria  Teresa  Garces.  [Summary]  [PA230035  Bogota 
Emisoras  Caracol  Network  in  Spanish  1215  GMT  21  Feb  84  PA] 

TRADE  DEFICIT — Gustavo  Tobon  London© ,  director  of  the  Foreign  Trade  Institute 
has  reported  that  Colombia’s  balance  of  trade  deficit  in  1983  was  27.6  percent 
lower  than  in  1982,  decreasing  from  $3,269,600  in  1982  to  $2,366,400  in  1983. 
[Summary]  [PA242029  Bogota  EL  SIGLO  in  Spanish  1  Feb  84  p  2  PA] 

CONSERVATIVE  PARTY  LEADERSHIP — -Guillermo  Angulo  Gomez ,  senator  for  the 
Department  of  Tolima,  has  been  appointed  president  of  the  Conservative  National 
Directorate,  replacing  Cundinamarca  Senator  Alberto  Casas  Santamaria. 

Manuel  Barcha  Garces,  former  governor  and  current  deputy  of  Choco  Department, 
was  appointed  vice  president.  [Summary]  [PA242029  Bogota  EL  SIGLO  in  Spanish 
2  Feb  84  pp  1,  2  PA] 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


DOMINICA 


CIVIL  SERVANTS  IN  BATTLE  WITH  GOVERNMENT  OVER  WAGE  INCREASES 
Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  13  Feb  84  p  7 


[Text] 


ROSEAU,  Dominica, 
Feb  10  (CANA): 

Three  years  after 
Dominica  accepted  an 
International  Mone¬ 
tary  Fund  (IMF)  pro¬ 
posal  to  limit  public 
sector  wage  increases 
to  10  per  cent  annual¬ 
ly,  Civil  Servants  are 
gearing  to  negotiate  a 
new  pay  contract  with 
the  Government. 

The  negotiations  later 
this  year  for  the  new 
three-year  contract,  to 
take  effect  at  the  start  of 
1985,  will  take  place 
amid  what  the  Govern¬ 
ment  says  has  been  an 
improvement  in  the 
economy  compared  with 
the  last  time  Doth  sides 
were  at  the  bargaining 
table. 

Because  of  the  de¬ 
clining  state  of  the  econ¬ 
omy  in  1980,  the  admin- 
ist ration  of  Prirne 
Minister  Eugenia 
Charles,  shortly  after 
taking  office,  entered  a 
37.5  million  dollar  (one 
E.C  dollar  ;37  cents  U.S) 
loan  arrangement  with 
the  IMF  to  pul!  the 
country  out  of  trouble. 

However,  despite  the 
reported  upturn  in  the 
economy,  some  offi¬ 
cials  say  the  government 
would  like  the  increase 
to  remain  close  to  10 
per  cent  so  as  not  to 
disrupt  the  process  of 
recovery  under  way. 


The  Civil  Service  As¬ 
sociation  (CSA)  has  not 
yet  agreed  on  how  big 
an  increase  it  will  seek 
for  its  members. 

Newly  elected  Gener¬ 
al  Secretary,  Arthur 
Smith,  said  this  will  de¬ 
pend  on  a  number  of 
factors,  including  infla¬ 
tion,  and  the  salaries  of 
Dominican  Civil  Ser¬ 
vants  compared  with 
those  of  their  coun¬ 
terparts  in  other  Eastern 
Caribbean  countries. 
The  Government  says 
the  IMF  programme  has 
enabled  Dominica  to 
make  an  immediate  start 
in  its  recovery,  but  the 
implications  went  far  be¬ 
yond  Government  reve¬ 
nues  and  expenditure. 

The  Government 
complained  that  the  rev¬ 
enue  spent  on  salaries 
and  wages  is  too  high, 
noting  tnat  "without  ar¬ 
rears  in  1981-82,  it  will 
be  over  50  percent  com¬ 
pared  with  other  compa¬ 
rable  economies  in  the 
Caribbean. 

In  her  1983  budget 
address,  Prime  Minister 
Charles  said  that  35.7 
million  dollars  or  58 
percent  of  the  total  re¬ 
current  Budget  consti¬ 
tutes  salaries  and  wages 
of  Civil  Servants. 

Two  years  ago,  Do¬ 
minica’s  economy  was  in 
virtual  shambles.  Large 
amounts  of  current 
debts  remained  unpaid, 
substantial  commitments 
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to  the  Civil  Service 
could  not  be  met  and 
the  Central  Govern¬ 
ment’s  current  accounts 
deficit  had  reached  a 
record  hieh  of  15.4  mil¬ 
lion  E.C  dollars. 

Unemployment  was 
rife,  industrial  relations 
had  reached  the  lowest 
ebb  in  many  years,  and 
added  to  th’>,  was  the 
fact  that  commercial 
banks  had  depleted  their 
resources  so  that  no 
funds  were  i;t:iilable  for 
private  sector  invest¬ 
ment. 

Miss  Charle#  says 
thanks  to  the  IMF, 
things  are  looking 
brighter  for  Dominica, 
'we  have  new  hop^s, 
new  expectations  of  the 
fulfilment  that  is  to 
come.  Today  we  can 
stand  confident  |hat 
what  is  now  before  us  is 
the  beginning  of, a  new 
prosperity". 

The  Government  has 
said  that  its  effort  to 
stabilise  wages  both  in 
the  public  and  private 
sector,  the  latter  being 
met  with  mixed  feelings 
by  trade  unions  here, 
has  resulted  in  a  reduced 
rate  of  inflation,  a  stabi¬ 
lisation  in  the  real  value 
of  wages,  and  increased  , 
viability  of  private  sector 
investment. 

The  Administration 
has  also  stated  that  its 
pruning  or  running  of 
the  public  service  laoour 
force  meant  at  all  times 
getting  value  for  wages 
aid  and  that  the  'result 
as  been  better  organisa¬ 
tion,  reduced  wastage 
and  a  great  deal  more 
productivity". 


'What  we  have  done 
as  a  responsible  nation  is 
to  face  reality  sauarely 
and  grapple  with  the 
probTeras  that  con¬ 
fronted  us  however  dis¬ 
tasteful  they  were"  skid 
Miss  Charles. 

Latest  figures  issued 
by  the  Statistics  Depart¬ 
ment  here  showed  that 
overall,  Dominica’s  con¬ 
sumer  price  index  has 
remained  stable  during 
the  past  year,  the  ^r- 
centage  change  from  De¬ 
cember  1982-1983  being 
2.7  per  cent  up  on  the 
previous  four  per  cent 
recorded  in  1981-81, 

Labour  Minister  Bri¬ 
an  Alleyne,  in  an  address 
to  a  union  seminar  ear¬ 
lier  this  month,  indi¬ 
cated  that  in  the  period 
1982-83,  Dominica’s 
rafe  of  economic  growth 
slowed  to  3.3  per  cent. 


In  the  last  .  pay 
agreement,  the  CSA  was 
able  to  receive  an  aver¬ 
age  72  per  cent  salary 
hike  for  public  servants 
here  over  a  six  year  peri¬ 
od  after  they  had  used 
the  cost  of  living  figures 
from  1973-78. 

The  union  has  indi¬ 
cated  that  the  negotia¬ 
tions  are  unlikely  to  be 
stormy,  given  the  coop¬ 
eration  the  Eugenia 
Charles  Administration 
has  received  from  the 
CSA  since  it  came  to 
power  in  19^0. 

"We  don’t  anticipate 
anything.  When  one  co¬ 
operates, one  expects 
that  it  will  be  returned," 
General  Secretary  Smith 
said. 


CSO:  3298/526 


43 


COUNTRY  SECTION 


GUYANA 


COMMENT  ON  CONSERVATIVE  PARTY,  OTHER  DESIGNS  FOR  CHANGE 
Georgetown  MIRROR  in  English  15  Jan  84  p  3 
[Article  by  Clement  Rohee] 

[Text]  THERE  is  a  biblical  saying  that  evil  breeds  evil.  Placed  in  the  con¬ 
text  of  our  people's  suffering  here  in  Guyana  and  the  recent  expose  in  North 
America  regarding  the  arrest  of  eight  members  of  the  so-called  Conservative 
Party  of  Guyana  (CPG)  for  allegedly  purchasing  arms  with  the  aim  of  using  them 
to  physically  eliminate  top  Guyana  government  officials,  this  maxim  holds  some 
merit . 

What  does  this  imply? 

Persistent  unemployment  and  crime,  hunger  and  poverty,  mass  disillusionment 
and  disenchantment  are  social  evils  that  breed  extremist  actions  by  ultra¬ 
rightist  as  well  as  ultra-leftist  groups.  These  actions  which  are  usually 
terroristic  in  nature  can  be  as  ugly  and  evil  as  one  can  imagine . 

The  plans  and  actions  of  the  the  CPG  must  not  be  seen  in  isolation.  It  must 
he  placed  in  a  global  context  where  in  the  wak.e  of  the  U.S— led  invasion  of 
Grenada,  extreme  right-wing  political  forces  and  even  governments  in  one 
country  or  another,  are  becoming  more  and  more  emboldened  in  their  actions. 

The  fact  that  one  of  the  CPG  agents  admitted  that  "they  thought  they  were 
dealing  with  the  C.I.A"  implies  that  with  the  present  mood  of  the  Reagan 
administration,  once  you’re  with  the  C.I.A  and  against  communism  you’re  bound 
to  get  U.S  backing. 

Unbearable  State  of  Affairs 

Here  in  Guyana  there  are  two  fundamental  issues  on  which  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  people  are  agreed  on,  these  are;  (a)  that  the  present  state  of 
affairs  in  the  country  is  unbearable  if  not  sickening  and  (b)  that  there  is  an 
urgent  need  for  a  radical  change  of  the  present  regime.  The  character  of  this 
change  must  correspond  with  the  wishes  of  the  majority,  and  a  new  set  of  poli¬ 
cies  aimed  at  bringing  about  an  improvement  in  the  living  and  working  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  people  must  be  elaborated  and  Implemented . 
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It  is  precisely  because  of  the  unhealthy  state  in  the  economic  life  of  the 
country  and  its  attendant  social  evils  that  some  sections  of  the  Guyanese 
population  are  Impelled  to  accept  any  attempt,  even  by  "the  devil  himself"  to 
remove  the  PNC  party  from  power — as  something  that  ought  to  be  welcomed. 
Moreover,  today  in  Guyana  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  are  some  hoping  and 
wishing  for  "saviours"  from  PNC  rule  to  come  from  outside  of  this  country's 
borders . 

The  emergence  of  the  CPG  and  the  exposure  of  the  objectives  which  it  set 
itself  must  be  seen  as  a  natural  outcome  of  a  situation  nurtured  by  the  PNC 
regime  in  which  corruption,  maladministration,  poverty  and  human  suffering  are 
the  hallmarks  of  its  social  fabric.  The  positive  features  of  the  regime  con— 
tinue  to  be  restricted  basically  to  foreign  policy  and  the  gap  between  domes¬ 
tic  and  foreign  policy  is  a  reality  which  few  would  fail  to  recognise. 

More  Harm  and  Suffering 

Practice  has  shown  that  regimes  which  pursue  anti-people  policies  at  home  over 
a  prolonged  period,  by  their  very  nature,  create  the  conditions  that  lead  to 
actions  of  the  kind  in  which  the  CPG  was  caught  red-handed.  It  must  be  noted 
also  that  in  some  countries,  there  have  been  experiences  where  actions  of  both 
ultra-leftist  and  ultra-rightist  groups,  resorting  to  terroristic  methods  of 
struggle,  have  caused  more  harm  and  suffering  than  an  improvement  in  the  well 
being  of  the  people. 

Sadat,  one  of  the  most  despicable  leaders  in  the  Arab  world,  and  several  of 
his  top  aides  were  assassinated  in  1981  by  a  group  opposed  to  his  military 
bureaucratic  methods  of  rule.  But  what  benefits  did  his  assassination  bring 
the  Egyptian  people?  None  whatsoever,  only  a  change  in  president,  more  re¬ 
prisals  and  continued  suffering.  The  Red  Brigade  in  Italy  assassinates  prom¬ 
inent  Italian  political  figures,  bomb  public  civilian  utilities,  etc;  to  what 
end? ... .Total  alienation  from  the  bulk  of  the  population  and  no  improvements 
for  the  people. 

The  actions,  planned  or  executed  by  these  groups — and  the  CPG  is  no  excep¬ 
tion — are  elitist  in  nature,  that  is,  without  any  involvement  of  the  popular 
masses,  seeing  them  as  passive  from  which  nothing  more  can  be  expected  and  for 
which  one  can  only  be  sorry. 

Maximum  Involvement  of  Working  People 

The  point  must  be  made  in  the  clearest  possible  terms:  any  attempt  to  effect 
a  change  of  government  in  this  country  must  be  done  with  the  maximum  involve¬ 
ment  of  the  working  people,  for  it  is  those  who  live  and  work  here  in  Guyana 
that  suffer  directly  from  the  consequences  of  PNC  misrule.  It  is  the  working 
people  themselves  together  wtih  their  mass  organisations  and  political  van¬ 
guard,  who  must  press  on  and  fight  for  a  National  Patriotic  Front  Government 
based  on  democracy,  anti-imperialism  and  socialist  orientation.  The  destiny 
of  the  nation  lies  in  the  hands  of  all  who  are  genuinely  concerned  about  its 
future  and  are  prepared  to  make  a  contribution,  one  way  or  another  to  make 
Guyana  a  land  free  from  want,  hunger  and  human  suffering.  Our  salvation  does 
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not  lie  in  the  actions  of  a  bunch  of  extremists  based  overseas  who  have  made 
anti— communism  the  essence  of  their  ideological  platform. 

Taking  a  resolute  stand  against  the  CPG  and  what  it  stands  for  does  not  in  any 
way  mean  being  apologists  for  the  PNC  regime  or  "saving"  it  from  would-be 
liberators  as  some  would  try  to  make  out. 

No  Quick-Fix  Solutions 

Cheddi  Jagan,  PPP  General  Secretary  in  his  New  Year's  message  to  the  nation 
stressed  that  insofar  as  Guyana's  problems  are  concerned,  "there  are  no  quick- 
fix  answers.  Those  who  think  that  the  U.S  imperialists  and  those  with  whom 
they  conspire  and  secretly  finance  will  provide  panaceas  for  all  our  ills  must 
think  again." 

In  the  early  1960s,  many  who  are  still  aground  ganged  up  with  the  same  CIA  to 
"save  Guyana  from  the  PPP  and  communism"  and  provide  "free  milk  and  cassava". 
Look  where  we  are  now  as  a  result.  Now,  it  is  the  CPG  and  local  anti— commu¬ 
nist  elements  who  want  to  save  Guyana  from  "the  PNC  and  communism  (Sic!)  and 
provide  the  people  with  dholl,  flour,  milk  etc. 

The  PPP  abides  by  the  principle  that  terrorism  and  extremism  are  totally  un¬ 
acceptable  ways  of  resolving  social  problems.  They  are  counter-productive  in 
the  struggle  for  bread  and  social  justice. 

Our  social  and  economic  problems  must  and  can  be  solved  within  the  frame-work 
of  a  political  solution  which  must  be  enforced  on  the,  regime  by  the  popular 
masses  through  struggle.  It  will  not  come  served  on  a  platter.  Let  us  have 

no  Illusions  about  this! 
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IMPLICATIONS,  CRITICISM  OF  GOVERNMENT  DECISION  TO  DEVALUE 

Government-TUC  Talks 

Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  12  Jan  84  pp  1,  4 

[Text]  THE  likely  implications  and  impact  of  the  new  rate  for  the  Guyana  dol¬ 
lar  featured  at  discussions  yesterday  between  a  top-level  Government  team  and 
representatives  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress  [TUC] . 

And,  according  to  reports  at  the  end  of  yesterday's  discussions  head  of  the 
government  team.  Finance  and  Planning  Minister  Carl  Greenidge,  announced  that 
from  early  next  month  arrangements  would  be  finalised  for  the  activation  of 
the  State  Planning  Board  and  the  National  Economic  and  Social  Council. 

The  TUC  will  be  represented  on  both  bodies  in  keeping  with  legislation  which 
established  the  State  Planning  Commission, 

No  details  of  the  discussions  are  readily  available,  but  it  is  known  that  the 
government  team  explained  to  the  TUC  delegation  the  rationale  behind  the  ad¬ 
justment  of  the  exchange  rate  of  the  Guyana  dollar  and  its  linkage  to  a  bas¬ 
ket  of  currencies. 

The  new  exchange  rate  "as  expressed  in  terms  of  the  US  dollar,"  is  3,75  Guyana 

dollars  to  one  US  dollar.  The  previous  rate  was  three  Guyana  dollars  to  one 
US  dollar. 

The  decision  to  activate  the  State  Planning  Board  and  the  National  Economic 
and  Social  Council  is,  among  other  things,  intended  to  provide  the  TUC  and 
Other  agencies  with  greater  opportunity  for  active  involvement  in  the  formu¬ 
lation  of  national  economic  policy. 

The  State  Planning  Board  will  oversee  the  country's  planning  policy  as  well  as 
oversee  the  operations  of  the  State  Planning  Secretariat  and  the  principal 
organs  of  the  State  Planning  Commission — the  National  Economic  and  Social 
Council  (NESC)  and  a  technical  advisory  body. 

The  NESC  comprising  representatives  from  all  walks  of  life,  will  monitor 
trends  in  major  socio-economic  variables  and  advise  the  Minister  of  Economic 
Planning  and  Finance  on  issues  such  as  Labour,  Production,  Nutrition  and 
Women's  Affairs. 
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Its  membership  must  include  representatives  of  the  Guyana  Manufacturers’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  the  Consultative  Association  of  Guyanese  Industries,  the  Guyana 
Consumers'  Association,  the  Guyana  Co— operatives  Union  and  the  TUC. 

The  18-member  TUC  delegation  at  yesterday  morning's  meeting  included  President 
Samuel  Walker,  General  Secretary  Joseph  Pollydore,  and  first  Vice-President 
George  Daniels. 

With  Minister  Greenidge  were  Manpower  and  Co-operatives  Minister  Kenneth 
Denny,  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  Guyana  Pat  Matthews,  Chairman  of  the  State 
Planning  Board  Haslyn  Parris,  and  Terrence  Hunte  of  the  State  Planning 
Secretariat . 


Economic  Opportunities 

Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  14  Jan  84  pp  1,  4 

[Text]  LOCAL  entrepreneurs  should  take  advantage  of  the  recent  adjustment  of 
the  exchange  rate  of  the  Guyana  dollar  and  make  greater  use  of  indigenous  re¬ 
sources,  a  three-member  panel  stressed  Thursday  night. 

Sugar,  bauxite,  rice  and  most  other  products  manufactured  for  export  stand  to 
gain  from  the  rate  adjustment  and  if  more  local  inputs  are  used  in  the  manu¬ 
facturing  process,  opportunities  for  employment  would  be  increased,  the  panel¬ 
lists  agreed. 

The  panel  was  discussing  the  economic  implications  of  government  s  decision  to 
activate  the  basket  mechanism  for  determining  the  external  value  of  the  Guyana 
dollar . 

During  the  half-hour  programme  broadcast  by  the  GBC,  they  noted  that  the 
adjustment  of  the  exchange  rate  of  the  Guyana  dollar  would  result  in  an  in¬ 
crease  in  the  Guyana  dollar  value  of  this  country's  export  earnings.  They 
also  noted  however,  that  there  will  be  an  increase  in  the  cost  of  imported 
inputs . 

The  panellists  were  Harold  Davis,  Chairman  of  the  Guyana  Sugar  Corporation, 
Bernard  Crawford,  Chairman  of  the  Bauxite  Industry  Development  Company,  and 
David  Yankana  Executive  Vice-President  of  the  Guyana  State  Corporation. 

The  programme  was  the  second  in  a  series  being  produced  by  the  GBC  to  explain^^ 
the  implications  of  the  recent  decision.  The  next  programme  "Face  the  Nation" 
will  feature  Finance  and  Planning  Minister  Carl  Greenidge. 

Guysuco  Chairman  Harold  Davis  noted  that  Guyana  can  earn  some  $77,2  million 
more  than  was  projected  earlier  for  this  year  because  of  the  currency 
adj ustment • 

This  year,  sugar  production  was  targeted  to  yield  $258,6  million  (G)  from  the 
export  of  the  commodity,  but  earnings  (in  Guyana  dollars)  are  now  likely  to 
increase  to  $335,8  million. 
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Davis  noted  also  that  the  cost  of  capital  inputs  to  increase  factory  output 
would  move  from  $64,7  million  to  over  $87  million  (G) . 

In  one  of  his  interventions,  Yankana  pointed  out  that  corporations  within  the 
Guystac  Group  will  have  to  pay  an  additional  $12  million  (G)  in  commercial 
payment  arrears  to  the  Bank  of  Guyana. 

He  said  that  since  the  trading  Corporations  will  have  to  pay  more  for  imports 
prices  to  consumers  would  increase  correspondingly.  He  stressed  however,  that 
efforts  will  be  made  to  minimise  the  level  of  price  increases. 

Cost  to  Guysuco 

Georgetown  MIRROR  in  English  15  Jan  84  p  1 

[Text]  THE  recent  25  per  cent  devaluation  of  the  Guyana  dollar  is  counter¬ 
productive.  The  government's  manoeuvre  to  gain  financial  advantages  through 
exports  will  eventually  be  detremental  to  the  economy. 


Local  costs  for  imports  and  loans  will  increase  because  of  devaluation  but  the 
regime  seems  more  concerned  at  the  moment  with  showing  an  increase  in  earnings 

balance  its  books  and  to  possibly  help  bridge  the  gap  in  this 
year  s  budget  now  in  the  making. 


An  example  of  how  devaluation  backfires  is  given  by  Harold  Davis,  Chairman  of 
the  Guyana  Sugar  Corporation,  in  the  1981  Report  on  the  Corporation.  Davis, 
in  analysing  the  financial  results  of  that  "most  disappointing  year"  said  that 
exchange  loss  on  re-alignment  of  Guyana  dollar  equals  $20.  million."  1981 
was  the  year  of  the  previous  devaluation.  This  present  devaluation  is  again 
intended  to  make  some  more  'paper'  money  from  sugar  sold  to  Europe.  The  in¬ 
dustry  will  be  further  destroyed. 


The  Guyana  govt.,  said  it  would  resist  pressures  from  the  International 
Monetary  Fund  to  devalue  the  dollar.  The  IMF/Guyana  talks  were  reported  to 
have  been  stalemated.  However,  the  action  of  the  government  amounts  to  the 
same  thing.  It  seems  that  the  regime  wants  to  prove  that  it  is  independent. 

It  will  not  devalue  because  of  IMF  pressures.  The  PNC  prefers  to  do  so  on  its 
own. 

PPP  Statement 

Georgetown  MIRROR  in  English  15  Jan  84  p  1 


[ext]  THE  People  s  Progressive  Party,  in  a  statement  has  strongly  attacked 
the  most  recent  devaluation  of  the  dollar  which  was  announced  in  the  Wednesday 
Guyana  Chronicle  after  the  statutory  Cabinet  meeting  on  Tuesday.  Avoiding 
the  use  of  devaluation  ,  the  Government  statement  referred  to  "an  adjustment 
under  a  basket  of  currencies",  but  by  whatever  name  it  is  called,  the  devalu¬ 
ation  has  already  hit  consiomers.  Among  the  first  prices  to  rise  were  air 
fares.  Soon  to  be  announced  will  be  increased  cable  rates,  overseas  tele¬ 
phone  and  most  probably  postal  rates.  The  PPP  in  its  statement  charged  the 
government  with  bringing  about  retrogression  and  called  for  an  end  to  extrava¬ 
gance,  corruption  and  racial  and  political  discrimination.  The  statement 
follows: 
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The  PNC  regime  has  again  devalued  the  Guyana  dollar.  Its  value  has  now  gone 
dwon  from  a  rate  of  G$3.03=US$1  to  G$3.75  =  US$1,  nearly  25  percent.  This 
will  mean  more  burdens  on  the  already  over-burdened  working  people. 


Since  Guyana  is  a  largely  underdeveloped  country  with  very  little  industrial- 
iSuon  most  of  our  LeL~foods,  medicinal  products,  fertilisers,  ^nsecti- 
raw  materiaL.  spare  parts,  «a=hinary-have  to  be  imported,  ^e  deval¬ 
uation  will  cause  prices,  already  fantastically  high  in  the  official  and 
parallel  markets,  to  go  up  higher. 


The  advantage  gained  by  industries  such  as  sugar  and  bauxite  in  earning  some 
Ilyan^LLars  for  their  exports  will  be  offset 
imports  such  as  fuel,  fertilisers,  spare  parts,  etc.  And  ^ 

the  Treasury  from  overseas  loans  will  be  offset  by  increase  e  g 


Our  burdensome  debt  and  compensation  payments  will 

were  estimated  at  G$456  million  out  of  an  expected  current  revenue  of  G$600 
million-  in  other  words,  76  cents  out  of  every  dollar  collected  in  taxes  and 
TelslVom  the  hard-pressed  Guyanese  people.  These  payments  are  largely 
responsible  for  the  growing  and  large  budget  deficits.  Since  1978  w^^h  ^he 
first  IMF  agreement,  the  government  has  been  trying  without  success  P 

down  the  deficits  by  a  combination  of  “e^hods-wage  freeze,  cuts  in  social 
services  and  subsidies,  increased  taxation,  retrenchment,  high  mark  ups  in 
trading— which  have  caused  rapidly  declining  living  standards. 


The  devaluation  will  increase  the  budget  deficits  and  will  be  accompanied  y 
more  burdens  on  the  backs  of  the  people.  Already,  taxation  has  been  in 
creased  in  relation  to  matters  pertaining  to  customs.  has  now  become 

practice  to  introduce  taxation  not  at  budget  time,  but  before  and  after.  This 
dishonesty  is  intended  to  fool  the  workers  by  creating  impressions  of  tax-free 

budgets . 


Devaluation  is  not  a  cure.  It  will  only  compound  the  problems  plaguing  the 
economy  and  the  people  The  PPP  said  so  since  1978  when  the  first  IMF  agree- 

ment  was  signed. 


Guyana  does  not  need  retrogreaslon,  which  devaluation  meana.  “ 

eress  which  can  only  come  from  genuine  democracy,  and  an  end  to  extravagance, 

lorruptiif  arraclL  and  political  dlacrinination.  Only  this  »dy 

ductiL  and  productivity  be  increased,  and  more  revenue  (Guyana  dollars)  and 

foreign  exchange  (foreign  dollars)  will  be  earned. 


This  however,  cannot  be  achieved  under  the  PNC  regime  with  an  alienated  labour 
force  and  low  morale.  It  can  be  achieved  only  through  a  political  sol^ion,  a 
broad  based  National  Patriotic  Front  government,  and  short  and  long  term 
measures  proposed  by  the  PPP  at  its  2l8t  Congress.  All-round  mass 
struggle— economic,  political,  theoretical/ideological— must  be  mounted  to 

bring  it  about. 
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TIES  WITH  CUBA  SPOTLIGHTED  AT  RALLY,  IN  TEAM  TALKS 

Cuban  Anniversary  Gathering 

Georgetovm  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  6  Jan  84  pp  1,  8 

[Text]  DESPITE  imperialist  aggression,  Cuba  has  been  able  to  make  remarkable 
strides  in  the  fields  of  health,  education,  culture  and  sports,  Cuban  Ambassa¬ 
dor  to  Guyana  Senor  Lazaro  Cabezas  Gonzales  told  a  rally  Wednesday  night. 

Speaking  on  the  occasion  of  the  25th  Anniversary  of  the  triumph  of  the  Cuban 
Revolution,  Senor  Gonzales  said  that  since  the  Castro  Revolution  of  1959  the 
Cuban  economy  has  witnessed  an  annual  growth  rate  of  some  four  per  cent. 

The  rally  which  was  organised  by  the  Guyana  Committee  for  Solidarity  and 

collaboration  with  the  Cuban  Embassy  here,  was  held  at  the  Bishops' 

Hi  on  * 


Delivering  the  main  address  at  the  meeting  was  Minister  in  the  Ministry  of 

griculture  Cde  Sallahuddin  who  emphasised  the  lessons  to  be  learnt  from  the 
Luban  Revolution. 

"It  has  shown  that  once  a  people  has  the  will  to  survive,  even  in  the  face  of 
overwhelming  odds,  they  are  bound  to  survive,"  the  Minister  said. 

He  said  the  Cuban  Revolution  points  to  the  need  for  organic  unity  within  the 
party  and  between  the  masses  and  the  party. 

In  the  absence  of  such  unity,  he  concluded,  the  Cuban  revolution  would  have 
been  liquidated. 

Earlier,  Chairman  of  the  rally  Cde  Halim  Majeed  observed  that  imperialism,  at 
the  present  time,  is  even  more  dangerous  than  before. 

The  deployment  of  cruise  missiles  on  European  soil,  economic  aggression 
against  small  states  like  Guyana  and  Nicaragua  and  the  illegal  invasion  of  the 
sovereign  state  of  Grenada  are  examples  of  this,  Majeed  said. 

Quoting  the  great  Cuban  thinker  and  revolutionary  Jose  Marti  who  once  said 
that  revolutions  are  barren  if  they  are  not  affirmed  by  the  pen  at  school  and 
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by  the  plough  in  the  field,  Majeed  contended  that  after  25  y®ars, 
of  the  revolution  has  dug  deeply  on  the  Cuban  soil  and  the  pe 
tion  has  written  indelibly  on  the  pages  of  Cuban  history. 

A  message  from  the  Central  Executive  Committee  IftZfs  IZ' 

eress  noted  that  the  revolutionary  process  which  began  in  Cuba  25  years  g 

Ld  which  continues  to  gain  momentum  as  the  people  of 

date  their  independence  and  chart  their  own  destiny  continues  to  be  a  source 
of  inspiration  to  the  people  of  Guyana. 

In  its  message,  the  Guyana  Committee  for  Solidarity  and  Peace,  spoke  about  the 
close  links  which  exist  between  the  peoples  of  Cuba  and  Guyana  in  their  strug 

gle  to  build  Socialism* 

"It  is  noteworthy  that  at  several  fora,  Guyana  and  Cuba  have  worked  together 
in  the  struggle  to  maintain  the  principles  from  which  all  states  should  pat¬ 
tern  their  behaviour  in  order  to  secure  and  guarantee  international  peace  and 
stability,"  the  message  said. 

The  Cuban  Ambassador  to  Guyana,  in  his  presentation  o" 

Cuban  revolution  referred  to  the  fact  that  more  than  20  000  scholars  from 
Asia,  Africa,  Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean  are  studying  in  Cuba. 

Noting  that  the  enemies  of  Cuba  are  questioning  the  achievements  of  the  Cuban 
people,  he  said  Cuba  was  helping  more  than  36  countries  in  the  field  of 
health,  education  and  other  areas,  with  thousands  of  Cuban  workers  in  some 

countries • 

"With  those  facts,  we  can  demonstrate  that  our  people  are  living  in  the  most 
advanced  social  system..."  the  Ambassador  said. 

He  said  Cuba  has  never  vacillated  in  confronting  the  new  imperialist  aggres¬ 
sion  of  the  US  administration. 

Co-Op  Delegation 

Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  13  Jan  84  pp  1,  5 

[Text]  TWO  members  of  Cuba’s  Foreign  Affairs  Ministry  left  Georgetown  yes¬ 
terday,  after  holding  "constructive"  discussions  over  the  last  week  wit 
senior  government  officials. 

The  Foreign  Affairs  Ministry  said  the  discussions  were  a  prelude  to  the 
Guyana-Cuba  Joint  Commission  meeting  to  be  held  in  Havana  from  Janua  y 

Minister  of  Health  and  Public  Welfare  Richard  Van  West  ^®®^/ 

six-member  Guyana  delegation  to  the  upcoming  meeting,  the  ninth  since  the 
signing  of  a  co-operation  agreement  between  Guyana  and  Cuba  in  1975. 
year's  meeting  was  held  in  Guyana  in  March. 
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The  Cubans— Director  of  the  Latin  American  Division  Nicolas,  Rodriguez,  and 
ea  o  t  e  aribbean  Department  Nelson  Restano — were  under  a  memorandum  of 
co-operation  between  the  foreign  ministries  of  Guyana  and  Cuba. 


While  in  Georgetown,  they  met  with  Foreign  Affairs 
with  whom  they  discussed  international  situations, 
America  and  the  Caribbean. 


Minister  Rashleigh  Jackson, 
including  that  in  Central 


The  Cubans  also  spoke  with  Health  Minister  Richard  Van  West  Charles,  Head  of 
t  e  Department  of  International  Economic  Co-operation  Winston  Murray,  Chief 
Political  Adviser  to  the  President  Elvin  McDavid  and  PNC  Executive  Secretary 
for  International  Relations,  Malcolm  Parris. 
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FORMER  OFFICIAL  VOWS  FREEDOM  FROM  BURNHAM  RULE 
Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  6  Jan  84  p  5 

[Text]  PORT  OF  SPAIN, 

January  5,  (CANA): 

A  former  Deputy  Premier  of  Guyana  said  here  today 
he  believed  Guyanese  would  inevitably  free  themselves 
from  what  he  called  the  oppression  of  the  Forbes 
Burnham  Government. 

Brindley  Benn,  Secretary  General  of  the  small  opposi¬ 
tion  Peoples  Vanguard  Party,  said  in  an  interview: 
“Wherever  there  is  oppression  there  will  be  resistance 
and  at  some  state,  sometime,  somehow,  the  people  will 
find  a  way  of  liberating  themselves  from  this  oppres¬ 
sion.” 

Benn  was  deputy  to  left  wing  Premier  Dr.  Cheddi 
Jagan  during  the  Peoples  Progressive  Party’s  (PPP) 
administration  between  1961  and  1964. 

He  said  the  Burnham  Government  was  "overwhel¬ 
mingly  disliked"  by  Guyanese  but  remained  in  power  by 
military  force  and  practised  a  deformed  state  of  capital¬ 
ism  whereby  only  a  small  elite  in  the  public  and  private 
sectors  benefited. 

Benn  said  demonstrations  against  food  shortages  over 
the  years  and  protests  in  the  bauxite  and  sugar  industries 
and  "turmoil"  in  the  trade  union  movement  were 
examples  of  Guyanese  resistance  to  the  Burnham  admin¬ 
istration. 

The  opposition  politician  said  protest  positions  were 
being  put  forward  in  Guyana,  bur  "they  don’t  seem  loud 
and  clear  because  of  the  threat  of  military  and  police 
repression." 

Benn  claimed  there  was  massive  unemployment  with 
35  per  cent  or  more  of  the  labour  force  out  of  work  and 
several  factories  closed  because  of  the  country’s  severe 
foreign  exchange  shortage. 

The  politician,  a  businessman,  is  on  a  private  visit  to 
Trinidad. 
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PNC  ACCUSED  OF  USING  GRENADA  SITUATION  FOR  ATTACKING  WPA 
Georgetown  OPEN  WORD  in  English  3  Jan  84  p  2 


[Text]  The  ruling  party,  the  PNC,  in  its  weekly  organ  New  Nation  and  on  state 
radio  has  now  accused  the  WPA  of  "helping  to  coordinate  the  invasion  of  sover- 
eign  Grenada  .  This  ugly  lie  exposes  the  PNC  as  having  no  real  interest  in 
the  suffering  people  of  Grenada  and  in  getting  at  the  truth,  but  merely  in 
making  cheap  propaganda  against  its  own  enemies,  namely  the  WPA. 

The  WPA  has  now  to  be  prepared  to  be  accused  of  any  crime,  provided  it  is 
dirty  enough  to  suit  the  PNC's  purposes.  While  invader  Seaga  is  accusing 
Burnham  of  tipping  off  Grenada,  no  crime  in  itself,  Burnham  is  accusing  a 
phantom  WPA  member  of  grave  treachery,  that  is,  obtaining  and  passing  NJM’s 
minutes  to  the  US.  © 


All  this  has  one  explanation.  The  PNC  hates  and  fears  the  WPA  and  is  step¬ 
ping  up  Its  programme  to  get  progressive  parties  abroad  not  to  have  any  con- 

^  high-powered  presidential  delegation 
ed  by  Elvin  McDavid  visited  the  London  headquarters  of  the  Socialist 

o?2Ssation^  slander  the  WPA,  a  member  party  of  that 

The  most  recent  PNC  slander  even  admitted  the  assassination  of  Walter  Rodney 
when  It  said  that  "some  time  ago"  the  government  "recognised  the  imperialist 
role  of  the^^WPA  and  the  Guyanese  people  "carried  out  a  campaign  to  stamp  out 
imperialism  .  This  is  the  double  talk  of  executioners. 

r°  alleged  people's  campaign  that  the  WPA 

moved  to  Grenada,  another  socialist  country".  There  the  NJM  made  the  mistake 

Ih  ranks.  They  obtained  minutes  and  passed  them  to 

the  US,  according  to  the  investigations  of  the  PNC,  which  has  so  many  unsolved 
crimes  on  hand  here  in  Guyana. 

The  PNC  did  once  identify  two  "agents  of  imperialism"  who  surfaced,  they  said, 
during  the  bauxite  strike  of  mid  1983.  The  PNC  even  named  them.  But  when  re¬ 
sponsible  citizens  demanded  their  immediate  expulsion,  the  PNC  failed  to 
honour  that  demand  for  respect  for  Guyana's  sovereignty. 
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The  WPA  calls  on  the  PNC  to  name  just  one  single  member  of  the  WPA 
Grenada  and  joined  the  NJM  and  to  name  such  a  person  as  responsible  for  hand 

ing  over  documents  of  any  kind  to  the  US. 

Will  the  PNC  government  also  care  to  explain  why  it  declared  no  day  or  days  of 
mourning  in  respect  of  the  death  of  Maurice  Bishop  and  his  colleapes  and  pa 
no  fonril  tribute  to  their  memory,  in  these  respects 

the  governments  of  the  CARICOM  countries  which  supported  the  US  invasion. 

[Editor’s  Note:  The  25  December  issue  of  the  /’"^an  NEW  NATION^in^Eng- 
lish,  page  1,  had  carried  the  following  report  under  the  heading  WPA  Agents 

of  Imperialism** :  ] 

THE  Working  People’s  Alliance,  more  aptly  known  as  the  Worst  Possible  Alterna¬ 
tive,  has  been  identified  as  agents  of  imperialism. 

Recent  reports  coming  out  of  Grenada  identified  the  WPA  as  the  group  that 
helped  co-ordinate  the  invasion  of  sovereign  Grenada.  One  report  the 

WPA^with  providing  the  United  States  with  minutes  of  important  meetings  o 
New  Jewel  Movement. 

After  the  PNC  government  some  time  ago  recognised  the  imperialist  role 
WA  and  the  people  of  this  country  carried  out  a  campaign  to  stamp  out  imperi¬ 
alism,  the  group  moved  to  Grenada,  another  Socialist  country. 

The  New  Jewel  Movement  made  the  mistake  of  taking  in  those  members  of  the  WPA 
thereby  making  it  easy  for  them  to  infiltrate  the  Party  hierarchy. 

The  documents  of  the  NJM  meetings  exhibited  by  the  United  States  after  the  in¬ 
vasion  of  Grenada  were  provided  by  the  WPA. 
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PNC,  U.S.  ASSAILED  FOR  FOOD  SHORTAGES,  OTHER  ILLS 

MIRROR  Editorial 

Georgetown  MIRROR  in  English  15  Jan  84  p  2 
[Editorial] 


compounded  by  the  inebillty  of 

the  PNC  regime  to  distribute  available  commodities  fairly  and  the  ever-present 

Slp°s“Lf  tS°G;r“  goods  have,  altogether.  crLted  gJgaSL  SI 

Sr«[th  S  Poople.  The  Inability  of  the  working  people  to 

Ln,  Che  rising  living  expenses  is  exacerbated  by  frozen  wages,  unemploy- 
ment,  seasonal  unemployment  and  job  insecurity. 

IT  is  a  national  disgrace  that  essential  goods  produced  locally  are  distribu- 
d  in  a  manner  in  which  the  lower  Income  groups  very  rearly  obtain  any,  ex- 

s7al  oLder  margarine,  matches,  toothpaste, 

soverntnenf  <1  ^  locally  produced  goods,  and  which  the 

fr  exercises  control  in  distribution,  end  up  at  the  country's  markets 

caA  distrlb^tl  original  price?  Why  is  it  that  the  government 

pScestSt  S SSrSSsf” 


SUGM  workers,  for  example,  who  constitute  one  of  the  important  sources  of 

fooo  sugar,  rum  and  molasses,  are  not  taken  into 

account  when  such  distribution  goes  on. 

THE  government  spends  a  lot  of  energy  tracking  down  traders  of  flour  and  snlit 
pcus.  but  pccmp  disinterested  in  the  rackets  ?hat  go  on  as  regardrLSlir 
p  duced  essentials.  The  prices  which  poor  people  are  obliged  to  pay  for 
soap,  margarine  and  oil  are  criminal.  ^  ^ 

^  Sovernment  took  over  con- 

aS  Lo  wScM®-  political  family,  the  KSI 

shin<?  flmn  •  These  processes  have  fomented  unbelievable  hard- 

ina?Lr  S  t  g’^^^ter  and  greater  charges  of  discrim- 

/  rV  recently  the  disgusting  display  at  the  PNC  Market  Day  of 

rallv^  prices  as  an  inducement  for  a  crowd  at  a  PNC 

rally.  Without  the  goods,  scarcely  anyone  would  have  been  there  to  hear  Mr. 
ournham  speak. 
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THE  PNC’s  grave  mistakes  at  numerous  levels  have  led  to  sharp  declines  in 
production.  There  have  been  drops  in  the  production  of  milk,  poultry,  pork 
and  in  other  basic  foods.  The  drop  in  pork  production,  for  example,  has 
caused  the  price  to  rise  to  $9  per  pound,  whereas,  before,  pork  had  been  a 
relatively  cheap  food. 

THE  cost  of  poultry  and  eggs  have  risen  starkly  and  this  has  to  do,  as  in  pork 
production,  with  supplies  of  stock  feed — poor  quality,  low  quantity  and  high 
price.  The  same  applies  to  mil.  Milk  is  now  a  luxury  which  only  the  high- 
salaried  can  afford,  at  $1.50  to  $1.80  per  pint  and  frequently  watered  down. 
The  imported  product,  which  enters  Guyana  at  a  reasonable  price,  reaches  the 
market  place  at  an  exorbitant  price,  totally  out  of  the  reach  of  the  lower  in- 
come  group.  The  distribution  of  the  imported  variety  is  so  poorly  handled 
that  it  reaches,  mainly,  the  upper  income  group  at  the  normal  price  and  only 
to  expectant  mothers  and  children  attending  clinics.  But  even  the  latter  at¬ 
tempt  to  reach  the  masses  has  its  defects  and  there  have  been  frequent  charges 
of  discrimination.  Besides,  children  above  the  age  limit  served  by  the 
clinics  need  milk  up  to  and  through  adolescence.  But  few,  except  in  well-to- 
do  households  consume  milk  on  any  regular  basis.  It  is  far  too  expensive. 

PEOPLE,  on  the  whole  are  happy  that  a  parallel  market  exists,  even  though  the 
prices  are  crazily  high.  Without  the  parallel  market  there  would  probably ^be 
food  riots  and  this  may  be  one  of  the  reasons  that  the  PNC  turns  a  'Nelson 
eye  to  its  existence. 

ONE  thing  is  certain  and  that  is  the  PNC  government  has  shown  its  total  ina¬ 
bility  to  handle  the  distribution  system  without  discrimination  or  corruption. 

U.S.  Role 

Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  12  Jan  84  p  1 
[Article  by  Sase  Parasnath] 

[Text]  ALTHOUGH  the  United  States  has  tried  its  utmost  to  stagnate  the  fur¬ 
ther  development  of  Guyana's  agriculture,  it  cannot  deter  this  country  from 
continuing  along  the  socialist  path  of  development. 

Minister  in  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Cde  M.  Sallahuddin,  yesterday  said 
Guyana  would  continue  to  relentlessly  pursue  its  food  drive,  to  feed  this  na¬ 
tion  from  its  own  resources. 

At  the  formal  opening  of  a  million-dollar  access  road  at  Mon  Repos,  East 
Demerara,  Cde.  Salahuddin  spoke  about  the  United  States  manipulating  food 
prices,  of  that  country  paying  its  farmers  nearly  $40  billion  last  year  not  to 
produce  food  and  of  President  Reagan  introducing  a  Bill  recently  to  pay  dairy 
farmers  not  to  produce  milk  this  year . 

The  Minister  told  the  gathering  that  Guyanese  must  seek  to  plant  their  yards 
and  farms  with  abundant  crops. 
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He  said  that  the  road  will  facilitate  hundreds  of  fanners  in  the  area  to 
transport  their  produce  to  market. 

He  urged  residents  to  cultivate  fruit  trees  along  the  road.  This  will  help  to 
beautify  the  surroundings  and  at  the  same  time  provide  food. 

But  he  warned:  "Keep  your  surroundings  clean  and  free  from  weeds.  You're 
guardians  of  this  community  and  must  always  care  what  belongs  to  you." 

Regional  Chairman  Ivan  Remington,  in  his  remarks,  said  the  road  will  serve  a 
useful  purpose  in  the  community.  Cde  Walter  Bipat  of  the  Regional  Democratic 
Council  chaired  the  proceedings. 

Radmini  Ramsahoye,  student  of  Mon  Repos  Primary  School,  cut  the  ribbon  to 
officially  open  the  road. 
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NEW  REGULATIONS  SEEK  TO  CURB  PROBLEMS  IN  GOLD  INDUSTRY 


Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  6  Jan  84  pp  1,  3 

next]  NEW  regulations  intended  to  further  streamline  the  gold  industry  with 
i  S  to  curbing  irregularities  will  come  into  effect  early  this  year.  Energy 
and  Mines  Minister  Harun  Rashid  said  yesterday. 


Cde.  Rashid  also  spoke  of  action  to  be  taken  early  in  1984  to  give  the  courts 
additional  powers  to  impose  harsher  penalties  on  persons  found  breaching  these 
new  regulations. 

In  September  last  year,  the  National  Assembly  approved  a  Bill  empowering  the 
Minister  of  Energy  and  Mines  to  make  regulations  governing  mining  claims  and 
the  registration  and  licensing  of  dredges  in  Guyana's  six  mining  districts. 


The  Bill,  also  makes  provision  for  the  forfeiture  of  any  aircraft,  ship, 
carriage,  dredge  and  specified  machinery  used  for  any  act  or  purpose 
prohibited  under  the  Mining  Act. 


Meanwhile,  the  Supreme  Congres  of  the  People  Wednesday 

calling  on  government  to  "increase  the  penalties,  including  mandatory^ prison 
terms,  for  offences  that  deprive  the  nation  of  its  natural  resources. 


Noting  that  there  was  "a  substantial  leakage"  of  mineral  resources  to  the 
detriment  of  national  recovery  efforts,  the  resolution  also  calls  for  a 
strengthened  monitoring  mechanism  to  effectively  police  the  country  s  mineral 
and  forestry  resources. 


The  resolution  states  that  government  should  take  the  necessary  initiatives  to 
ensure  that  any  monitoring  mechanism  is  manned  by  competent  and  reliable  of¬ 
ficials  who  would  execute  their  function  without  fear  or  favour. 


Cde.  Rashid  said  that  while  there  has  been  "a  substantial  improvement  in 
sale  of  gold  to  the  Gold  Board  since  higher  prices  and  special  incentives 
miners  were  introduced  last  September,  much  work  remains  to  be  done  to  ensure 
that  a  greater  percentage  of  gold  is  channelled  to  the  Board. 


Since  September  1983,  the  Guyana  Gold  Board  has  been  paying  miners  4,9  times 
the  United  States  dollar  price  for  gold. 
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The  new  measures  announced  by  the  Energy  and  Mines  Ministry  last  year,  also 
provide  for  the  granting  of  credit  to  the  mining  industry  by  the  Guyana  Co¬ 
operative  Agricultural  and  Industrial  Development  Bank,  and  the  creation  of  a 
foreign  exchange  account  with  the  Bank  of  Guyana. 


Miners  should  be  able  to  acquire  imported  spares  through  this 
on  the  level  of  their  sales  of  gold  to  the  Gold  Board. 


account,  based 
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MIRROR  SAYS  'DISASTROUS  SITUATION'  AFFECTS  RICE  INDUSTRY 
Georgetown  MIRROR  in  English  15  Jan  84  p  1 

[Text]  Regional  Council  No.  6  (East  Berbice-Corentyne)  was  told  recently  that 
a  disastrous  situation  is  developing  in  the  rice  industry ,  despite  the  govern¬ 
ment's  much-touted  agricultural  drive,  PPP  member  Budhram  Mahadeo,  (who  is 
also  the  President  of  the  Rice  Producers'  Association)  said  that  "out  of  an 
area  of  about  22,000  acres  in  Block  3  Scheme,  only  8,000  acres  are  now  being 
irrigated  by  the  Mannerabisi  pumps"  in  addition  to  which  there  is  not  enough 
water  available.  The  farmers  are  therefore  using  private  pumps  for  which 
service  they  pay  a  very  high  fee. 

Mr.  Mahadeo  explained  that  in  this  way  "these  farmers  pay  twice  for  water  to 
irrigate  their  fields. .. .once  to  the  Drainage  and  Irrigation  Board  through  the 
local  authority  and  then  again  to  private  owners  for  their  pumps.  He  urged 
the  Regional  authorities  to  irrigate  all  the  farmers'  lands,  or  in  default  to, 
refrain  from  imposing  rates  on  them  for  services  not  being  rendered. 

Mr.  Mahadeo  further  told  the  Council  that  because  of  a  bag  shortage  throughout 
the  country  "16,000  acres  of  rice  were  left  in  the  fields  in  the  entire  coun¬ 
try  during  the  last  crop"  therefore  "the  Region  must  try  to  secure  enough 

empty  bags  from  now  on  to  avoid  a  recurrence  of  that  great  loss."  He  reiter¬ 

ated  the  demand  of  the  Rice  Producers'  Association  (a  statutory  body)  for  im¬ 
port  licences  to  be  given  the  organisation,  so  that  it  can  import  enough  empty 
bags  for  the  nation's  farmers. 

Mr.  Mahadeo  also  raised  an  issue  pertaining  to  a  farmer  named  Anjanie  Singh  of 
Cumberland  Canje.  This  woman  has  a  sad  experience  with  the  GRB  and  the  PPP 
Councillor  urged  the  Council  to  take  up  her  case. 

According  to  Mr.  Mahadeo,  Ms.  Singh  paid  $285  to  the  GRB  in  1980  for  prepara¬ 
tion  of  her  rice  lands.  The  taks  was  not  performed,  and  onto  now  the  fee  has 
not  been  refunded.  The  same  woman  paid  $875  in  1982  to  the  GRB  for  reaping 

her  rice  crop.  In  this  latter  instance  she  was  told  by  officials  to  "wait"  a 

little,  and  her  rice  would  be  reaped.  The  rice  was  not  reaped.  Left  in  the 
fields,  it  was  eaten  by  cows.  Despite  the  fact  that  she  pays  rates  and  taxes 
to  the  local  authority,  when  she  requested  the  impounding  of  the  cattle  eating 
her  rice,  nothing  was  done  either.  Mr.  Mahadeo  therefore  urged  the  RDC  to 
take  up  Ms.  Singh's  case  to  see  that  her  money  is  refunded. 
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PROBLEMS  WITH  EQUIPMENT,  FUNDS  SLOW  REGION  2  DEVELOPMENT 
Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  7  Jan  84  p  8 


[Text]  ANNA  REGINA,  [GNA]~The  lack  of  excavation  equipment,  financial  con- 
thrioS’  and  predial  larceny  were  identified  as  major  problems  which  hindered 
the  work  of  the  administration  of  Region  Two  during  the  last  quarter  of  1983 


As  a  result  of  those  problems,  the  Regional  Administration 
pone  some  of  the  major  projects  which  were  planned  for  last 
now  be  undertaken  during  1984. 


was  forced  to  post¬ 
year.  These  will 


ccording  to  reports  from  Regional  councillors  at  a  recent  Accountability 
eeting,  the  programme  of  the  construction  and  maintenance  section  as  well  as 
the  work  planned  by  the  Drainage  and  Irrigation  Department  was  severely 
hampered  by  the  lack  of  equipment  and  financial  problems. 

factors  together  with  low  rainfall  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  resulted  in  heavy  losses  in  the  agricultural  sector 
especially  to  the  rice  fanners. 

Essequibo  residents  claim  that  much  of  the  damage  was  done  to  their  agricul- 

there  ^  They  are  contending  that 

there  was  little  or  no  attempt  by  the  Regional  Administration  to  provide  ade¬ 
quate  drainage  and  irrigation  facilities. 


Howey®r,  the  councillors  noted  that  pumps  were  put  into  operation  and  are 
still  working  overtime  to  assist  rice  farmers  who  will  be  reaping  their  paddy 
during  this  month. 


It  is  estimated  that  a  total  of  4  050  hectares  of  land  are  under  rice  cultiva- 
crop  of  thL”^year*^  another  9  725  hectares  are  being  prepared  for  the  first 


The  councillors  reported  that  while  the  lack  of  excavation  equipment  had  led 
to  the  use  of  more  manual  labour,  there  were  still  many  people  who  were 
unwilling  to  become  engaged  in  manual  labour. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  farmers,  especially  those  who  farm  far 
trom  nome,  lost  much  of  their  crops  to  thieves. 
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The  Police  Department  has 

attached  to  the  Region  has  handed  down  severe  penalties  i> 
guilty  of  stoaling • 

damage  to  the  foreshore. 

for  their  hard  word  and  dedication  throughout  the  year. 
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BURNHAM  ADDRESSES  CONGRESS;  OTHER  PNC  ACTIVITIES  REPORTED 


Burnham  at  Special  Congress 


Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  25  Dec  83  p  1 


[  Text ]  LEADER  of  the  People's' 

Nathnai  Congress,  Cde. 
Forbes  Burnham,  told 
delegates  to  the  Spedaf 
Congress  of  the  Party  last 
weekend,  that  Guyarwse  are  j 
showing  anw2ing]:res9ience  \ 
and  understarnUrtg  in  dtese ' 
dark  days.  It  shows  that  we  . 
still  have  tremendous ' 
support  as  a  Party,  he  said. 

There  is  no  alternative  "to 
the  PNC,  the  Party  whi^.i 
led  Guyana  through  the  dark 
days  prior  to  Independence 
...  the  days  of  soothsayers 
and  false  prophets,  Cde. 
6.umham  said. 

Contrary  to  ilfthe  expec¬ 
tations  of  many,  our  country 
has  not  only  remained 
united  but  has  prospered,  he 
added.. 

He  said  wh6n  we  made  a 
reality  of  public  ownership 
and  control  of  the  heights  of 
the  economy  and  put  a 
stranglehold  bn  the  trims-  j 
•'nationals,  we  set  an’ 
example  for  Third  World 
countries  to  follow. 

Today  we  are  not  com¬ 
pletely  self-sufficient  But 
the  People's  National  I 
Congress  has  provided  the  I 
people  of  Guyana  with  food 
to  the  extent  that '  no 
Guyanese  can  Irnaaine  a  riot ! 
for  food  in  this  country, 
Cde.  Burnham  said. 

He  added  that  the  PNC 
wants  to  make  every  kind 
of  food  available  to  every  | 
Guyanese  “in  our  time.”  i 


'  The  ^ccessful  cpinpletion 
oT  a  number  Tof  dweloip- 
mental  projects  in  1984  is 
dependerit  on  the  efforts  of 
us  Guyanese;  But  this  vmII 
Vnece^itate  much  harder 
•work,  Cde.  Burnham  said. 

Arnorig  the  works  targeted 
for  next  year  are  the  glass 
fectory  which  ^uld  be 
productive :  ,  by  1985,  the 
Agriculture  Research 
Institute,  the  President's 
Colege  and  the  second 
phase  of  the  Congress  Place 
‘Complex,  he  said. 


'There  is  no  turning  back. 
In^  ourjtfetime  Guyana  will 
turn  the  comer.  The  clouds 
will  disappear  and  the  sun 
win  come  through.  But  it  is 
gcxr^g  to  be  a  struggle,”  he 
said. 

He  called  on  the  people  of ! 
Guyana  to  drive  themselves  j 
Kke  slaves  since  they  are  \ 
paying  the  price  for  being 
independent.  The  price  is 
.economic  .  pressure,  the 
possibility  of  military 
pressure  and  opposition.  "If 
we  do  rK>t  pay  the  price,  the 
.reward  will  be  temporarv”, 
■Cde.  Burnham  noted. 

.  "Let  us  drive  ourselves  like 
staves.  It  is  better  to  die 
young  seeking  achievement 
*than  to  die  old  and  be 
despised.  Let  us  do  away 
«wth  time  that  will  be  spent 
idly,"  Cde.  Burnham 
'charged. 
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Warning  on  Factionalism 


Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  25  Dec  83  p  1 

[Text]  FACTIONALISM  can  be  fatal  and  anyone  within  the  People *s  National 
Congress  found  encouraging  this  type  of  behaviour  will  be  removed  ruthlessly, 
Leader  of  the  Party,  Cde.  Forbes  Burnham,  told  delegates  to  the  Special  Con¬ 
gress  of  the  Party. 

He  said  factionalism  within  the  New  Jewel  Movement  of  Grenada  was  the  invi¬ 
tation  to  the  invasion  of  that  sovereign  state. 

And  to  ensure  the  defence  of  Guyana  from  any  act  of  military  aggression  Cde. 
Burnham  called  on  all  Guyanese  to  be  members  of  the  Guyana  People  s  Militia,  a 
part  of  this  country's  defence  capability. 

”As  a  leader,  I  call  on  you  to  make  further  sacrifices;  sacrifices  in  the  form 
of  training  in  the  Guyana  People’s  Militia,”  Cde  Burnham  said. 

He  said  the  people  of  Guyana  have  to  cope  with  the  greatest  imperialist  atti¬ 
tude  in  this  part  of  the  world.  The  juggernaut  of  imperialism  does  not  regard 
friendship.  What  is  called  friendship  is  actually  control,  he  added. 

With  a  reference  to  the  behaviour  of  those  who  consider  themselves  friends  of 
the  United  States,  Cde.  Burnham  said  they  are  in  fact  tools  of  the  United 
States  and  with  time  they  will  find  out. 


He  added  that  the  imperialists  are  prepared  to  break  the  very  laws  they 
implement  if  they  choose  to  make  an  example  of  any  country  that  behaves  in  a 
manner  considered  inimical  to  the  interests  of  the  imperialist  forces. 

Grenada  is  the  most  recent  example  of  aggressive  imperialist  behaviour. 


Central  Executive  Committee 
Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  25  Dec  83  pp  1,  8 


[Text] 


IN  what  has  been  described 
jas  an  historic  move,  the 
Special  Congress  elected'the  ! 
majority  of  the  members  to  i 
the  Central  Executive 
'Committee  when  a  Special  •= 
Congress  was  convened  last  ; 

•  weekend.  ^  '  '  :  ^  ; 

Prior  td  the  elections  the 
Party  Secretariat  invited  the 
groups,  through  their 
districts,  to  submit  their  | 
nominations;  They  ] 
nominated  148  persons,  98 
of.  whom,  immediately 
declined  the  nomination. 

On  the  day  of  the  elec¬ 
tions,  the  campaign  was 


hectic  and  a  further  20 
declined. 

.  Former  Party  Treasurer,  ; 
Cde  Hyacinth  Godett,  polled 
.the  most  votes,  640  of  a 
possible  651 .  Other  persons* 
to  poll  in  excess  of  6W 
votes  were  WRSM  Chair¬ 
man,  Cde  Viola  Burnham,  ! 
Cde  Hamilton  Green,  Cde.  ‘ 
Robert  Corbin  and  Cde  < 
Robert  Williams. 

The  16  elected  members 
are  Cde  Hyacinth  Godett,‘ 
Cde  Violas  Burnham,  Cde 
Robert  .  Corbin,  Cde 
Hamilton'  Green,  Cde 
Richard  Van  West  Charles,. 
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Cde  Desmond  Hoyte,  Cde 
Cammie  Ramsaroop,  Cde 
Mohamed  Shahabuddeen, 
Cde  Ranji  Chandisingh,  Cde 
Robert  Williams,  Cde 
Seeram  Prashad,  Cde 
Sallahuddin,  Cde  Malcolm 
Parris,  Cde  Gowkarran 
Sharma  and  Cde  Harun 
Rashid.  '  '  - 

Of  these,  many  had 
served  as  members  of  the 
Central  Committee  tinder 
the  old  constitution.  Cde 
Viola  Burnham,  Cde 
Gowkarran  Sharma  and  Cde  , 
Malcolm  Parris  ^  Awere 
members  by  virtue  of  their 
office^. 

Cde  Richard  Van  West ; 
Charles,  Cde  Harun  Rashid  I 
and.  Cde  Seeram  Prashad  ^ 
are  the  new  members  to  the  < 


committee. 

Two  members  were  also 
•appointed  to  the  Central 
Committee  in,  keeping  with, 
the  constitution  which  has 
vested  Party  Leader,  Cde. 
Forbes  Burnham,  with  the 
power  to  appoint  additional 
members.  . 

Cde  Ptolemy  Reid  has* 
been  appointed  Deputy ' 
Leader  and  General 
Secretary  of  the  Party  while 
Cde;  Urmia  Johnson  has 
been  appointed  Deputy 
General  Secretary. 

Cde  Burnham  .  has  in¬ 
dicated  that  there  may  be 
further  appointments  after, 
.consultation  with  the  Centra r 
Committee  at  the  first 
meeting  scheduled  for  early' 
gnextyear,.y 


Role  of  ’Counter-Trade’ 

Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  25  Dec  83  pp  1,  8 

[Text]  GUYANpE  have  been  called  on,  by  Cde.  Forbes  Burnham,  to  produce  more 
to  satisfy  this  country's  counter-trade  commitments. 

Leader  of  the  People’s  National  Congress,  Cde.  Forbes  Burnham,  in  a  discourse 
with  delegates  to  the  Special  Congress  of  the  Party  last  weekend,  said  while 
counter-trade  is  not  designed  to  replace  formal  trade,  it  is  a  system  that 
enables  a  country  to  obtain  important  goods  without  the  exchange  Of  hard 
currency. 

As  part  of  Guyana's  counter-trade  arrangements,  this  country  hopes  to  supply 
rice  and  timber  to  Bulgaria.  We  should  also  be  supplying  timber  to  the  Soviet 


In  his  discourse  Cde.  Burnham  said  when  Guyana  supplies  a  good  as  part  of  its 
counter-trade  commitment,  production  of  that  good  must  be  in  addition  to  the 
quantities  supplied  to  the  markets  we  have. 


Through  counter  trade,  Guyana  has  been  able  to  get  a  quantity  of  capital  goods 
necessary  to  this  nation's  development  and  this  in  the  face  of  a  crippling 
economic  crisis.  ® 

But  in  addition  to  counter-trade  arrangements,  Guyana  has  been  able  to  get 
capital  goods  from  some  friendly  countries.  From  the  Democratic  People's 
Republic  of  Korea,  this  country  is  to  get  100  tractors,  a  similar  number  of 
ploughs  and  harrows  and  a  quantity  of  spares  and  accessories. 

This  equipment  will  boost  Guyana's  agricultural  drive,  and  as  Cde.  Burnham 
noted,  all  too  often  "we  blame  the  weather."  What  was  primarily  responsible 
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for  us  not  reaching  some  of  our  targets  was  the  fact  that  we  did  not  have 
equipment  to  make  use  of  the  conditions,  he  added. 

He  said  the  DPRK  has  also  offered  us  a  line  of  credit  on  concessionary  terms 

Region  6  Situation 


Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  1  Jan  84  p  2 

[Text]  PEOPLE'S  National  Congress  members  and  supporters  in  Region  Six  have 
disclosed  that  1983  was  not  a  bad  year  for  the  Party.  But  many  felt  much  more 
could  have  been  done  to  get  old  stalwarts  back  in  line  and  to  resuscitate 
groups  that  have  lapsed. 

They  all  praised  the  dynamic  leadership  of  the  Party  and  hoped  the  new  year 
would  bring  about  a  better  understanding  among  Party  members  and  that  each 
member  would  work  assiduously  to  foster  better  relationship  with  members  of 
the  public,  and  at  the  same  time  expose,  wrong-doings  within  the  Party 
structure. 

Cde.  Dudley  McLean,  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Chairman  of  the  Fyrish  Local 
Authority,  said  that  he  will  try  to  work  on  defaulting  stalwarts  who  fell  off 
for  some  reason  or  other  from  the  Party. 


He  also  promises  to  resuscitate  groups  that  are  not  functioning. 

He  said  in  the  new  year,  residents  of  his  District  will  be  encouraged  to  go 
into  large-scale  farming.  Fyrish,  he  pointed  out,  has  over  the  years  been  a 
farming  community  in  which  most  people  make  a  living  out  of  what  they  produce. 
Cde.  McLean,  is  also  PNC  District  Secretary  for  the  Fyrish/Harmony  area. 

Party  supporter,  Cde.  Dennis  Roysammy,  said  that  1983  saw  the  Mirror  crit¬ 
icising  government's  food  policy  and  hoped  that  they  try  to  educate  the  people 
on  the  food  situation  in  the  new  year. 


The  opposition,  he  said  should  call  on  its  members  to  assist  government  in  its 
food  production  drive  since  it  is  only  through  agriculture  can  Guyana  get  out 
of  the  present  economic  crisis. 


Cde.  Roysammy,  a  labourer  added  that  the  PNC  made  great  strides  in  development 
over  the  years,  and  declared  that  Berbice  has  had  its  fair  share  from 
government . 


And  Cde.  Janet  Grant,  a  Party  worker,  said  that  1983  was  a  fairly  good  year 
despite  the  economic  situation  and  that  the  folks  of  the  Ancient  County  make 
do  with  what  they  have. 


She  said  1983  saw  the  37th  batch  of  Guyana  Developers  doing  their  one-week 
live-in  exercise  in  Berbice  and  the  participation  of  many  government  Ministers 
and  top  Party  functionaries  in  what  has  become  a  massive  mobilisation 
exercise. 


68 


Cde.  Grant  would  like  to  see  more  unity  and  co-operation  among  Party  members. 
Too  many  of  us  are  doing  the  things  we  ought  not  to  have  done  and  no  one  is 
trying  to  correct  the  fault",  she  said. 

Executive  Committee  Officers 
Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  15  Jan  84  p  1 

[Text]  THE  first  meeting  of  the  Central  Executive  Committee  of  the  People's 
National  Congress,  following  the  amendments  to  the  Party  constitution,  saw 
Cde.  Hyacinth  Godett  being  appointed  Treasurer  of  the  Party,  Cde.  Elvin 
McDavid,  Chief  Political  Adviser  to  the  President  was  also  appointed  to  the 
Central  Committee. 

The  amended  constitution  stipulates  that  the  Leader  of  the  Party,  in  consul¬ 
tation  with  the  elected  members  of  the  Central  Committee,  may  appoint  addi¬ 
tional  members  to  the  Central  Committee. 

The  constitution  also  stipulates  that  the  Comrade  Leader  assigns  office  to 
members  of  the  committee. 

At  the  December  Special  Congress  of  the  Party,  Cde.  Ptolemy  Reid,  was  appoin¬ 
ted  Deputy  Leader  and  General  Secretary  by  the  Comrade  Leader.  Cde.  Urmia 
Johson  was  appointed  Assistant  General  Secretary  at  that  forum. 

The  Central  Committee  now  boasts  three  appointed  members. 

General  Council  Meeting 

Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  15  Jan  84  p  3 

[Text]  The  first  General  Council  meeting  of  the  People's  National  Congress  is 
scheduled  for  next  weekend  from  January  20  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
holding  of  conferences  of  the  People's  Co-operative  Committee  will  feature 
prominently  on  the  agenda. 

General  Council  is  the  highest  forum  of  the  Party  between  congresses  and  with 
the  Fifth  Biennial  Congress  and  last  month's  Special  Congress  charting  the 
direction  for  national  development  and  economic  recovery  delegates  to  next 
week  s  General  Council  will  also  review  the  achievements  of  the  Party  and  gov¬ 
ernment  since  the  last  general  assembly  of  the  Party. 

®®®ting  is  also  the  first  General  Council  since  the  ratification  of  the 
amendments  to  the  Party  constitution.  In  the  past  the  first  General  Council 
meeting  after  congress  would  see  the  election  of  members  to  the  Central  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee  of  the  Party. 

There  will  be  no  such  elections  this  time  since  congress  now  elects  all  the 
members  to  the  Central  Committee. 

The  Leader  of  the  Party  in  collaboration  with  the  elected  members  appoints  the 
others. 
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Party  Discipline 
Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  15  Jan  84  p  4 

[Text]  The  Regional  Comniittee  of  Region  Six,  in  an  effort  to  maintain  a  high 
level  of  discipline  within  the  Party,  has  decided  to  take  serious  action 
against  Party  comrades  who  display  acts  of  indiscipline. 

In  keeping  with  this  policy  last  week's  monthly  Regional  Committee  meeting  at 
Manchester,  Corentyne,  took  the  decision  to  refer  to  the  disciplinary  commit¬ 
tee,  a  matter  involving  a  group  of  Councillors  who  allegedly  acted  in  an 
indiscipline  manner  recently,  and  as  such  it  was  felt  they  ought  to  face  the 
Committee  when  it  meets  later  this  month. 
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REGIONAL  DEMOCRATIC  COUNCILS  TO  GET  TAXATION  AUTHORITY 


Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  10  Jan  84  p  5 


ANNA  Rcgiia: 
Legblatioa  la  expected  t«  be 
iatrodneed  fa  Pkrliameat’ 
ihortly  to  enable  Regional 
Democratic^  Coo  adit  to 
become  rating  entitles. 

This  measure  is  lifaly  to 
ensure  that  agencies  within 
the  region  pay  rates  to  the 
region  to .  assist  them  in 
providing  services  from 
which  they  will  benefit. 

This  disclosure  was  made! 
by  Minister  in  the  Ministry* 
of  Regional  Development! 
Harold  Singh  .  while! 
discussing  the  establishment 
of  ,  the  new  people’s  co¬ 
operatives  council. 

Speaking  to  Regional 
Officers  and  Party  Officials 
a,l  a  meeting  at  the  Anna 
Regina  Community  High 
School  on  Sunday,  Cdc 
|Singh  said  that  the  new' 
isystem  is  designed  to  assist! 
the  people  to  become  self- 
reliant  and  to  reap  economic 
benefits  through  their  own 
efforts. 

He  said  that  among  the  i 
many  benefits  which  will  be 
derived  from  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  council  are  that 


persons  will  be  given  im¬ 
proved  services  at  no  extra 
cost  to  their  pockets,  and 
the  administration  will  be 
able  to  get  rid  of  un¬ 
necessary  expenses  utilised 
for  maintenance  work. 

Cdc  Singh  told  the  leaders 
in  the  community:  that  they , 
must  play  a  pivotal  role  in 
mobilising  persons  to 
participate  in  their 
respective  communities. 

The  pcopje’s  ^o-c^er^ve- 
councils  in  Region^  Two  will 
be  made  up  of  59  sub¬ 
divisions  which  include  ten 
Amerindian  Missions. 

Minister  in  the  office  of 
the  Prime  Minister  Urmia 
Johnson  also  spoke  to  the 
gathering  on  the  procedure 
■for  holding  the  presidents 
conference  to  elect 
representatives  to  the/ 
'council. 

Following  a  workshop 
session  at  the  meeting,  a 
recommendation  was  made' 
that  the  regional  ad¬ 
ministration  should  erect 
sign  boards  at  the  beginning 
and  ending  of  each  council 
area.'  .  ' 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


GUYANA 


PEOPLE'S  COOPERATIVE  COMMITTEES  GET  BROAD  PUSH  FROM  PNC 


Role  of  Cooperative 


Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  1  Jan  84  p  1 


[Text] 


The  People’s  Co-operative 
,  a  body  sanctioned  by  the  ; 
People’s  New  Constitution  is 
now  coming  on'  stream  and 
with  it  is  the  opportunity 
for  every  member  ■  of  the 
Guyanese  society  to  play  anr 
i  active  •  part  in  the  ^ 
i  development  of  the  nation.  . 

People’s  i  Co-o^ratives 
exist  in  every  Region  and  . 
they  arc  the  principal 
organisation  within  a  legally 
defined  area  —  -  every 
district  has  been  tiivided 
into  Peoplc’f  Co-operatives  . 
Some  districts  have  a  single ; 
co'^dperative  unit  becaihse  of 
(the  peculation  [  density. 

The  aim  of  this 
organisation  is  to  ensure  • 
that;. people  in  a  given 
geographical  area ^  -  accept, 
responsibility  for  projects?  to. 
bo  tundeiSaken  •  within  that 
arca.» .  .  .  -  .  ►  -  -  • 

Next.  month  .every 


’People’s  Co-operatiyb  will 
meet  in  its  locatiotftforva 
conference  at  whi^  ;/  thc 
pee^le  will  Ideintify.  ^thode 

best  capable  tb^leia;  and 

they  .  will  plan.: .  ; their 
.  programme,  for  the  nature. 

?  One  of  the' i  areWtebts 
the  idea  behind  th^  for¬ 
mation  of  ■ :  People’s!  Co¬ 
operatives,  Central  :-:iCom- 
,mittee  member^;  Cde 
iDesinond  Hoyte  ,r  lit  dffermg 
a  simple  explanationvof  the 
^  system  said  thm  ’tha  leaders 
•may  decide  that  ^  every 
residence  in  the  community 
'be  properly  fciioed^!  ,  -^*  , 

•  This  ^  will  ncedsiltate 
getting  the  people  together* 
.discussing  the  problems  of 
finance  and  material,  and 
jfinaUy,  in  a  co-pperative 
jnanner  tindertaldat  .  the 
project.  :  ^  V 

Tbo  Peopled  Co<^rative 
^  will'*  ensure'  tdtal  .  dn- 
^  lyplvcmcnt.  pf  all/tho,  people. 


and  at  the  :same  time  it  will 
•help  identify  those  who  , 
hide  their  poor  performance 
in  imass  organisations.  ^ 

Already  one  People’s  Co¬ 
operative*'  has  decided  to 
take  ‘  responsibility  for* 
Merriman’f  Mall  which  was  * 
intended  for  the  benefit  of* 
young  children  and  which  is 
jnow  /being  used  by* 
vagrrats./ 

On  ' ;  the  question  of 
sanctions  if  an  individual 
doeit^  utiot  ■  'honour  his , 
respdutraities'  within  the 
coHOper^Vci*:  Gde  *^  Hoyte  . 
lex{Mned  ;[that  there  are 
dri^r^le^latioos  to  the 

Bui  he  added  society 
places  Its  own  pressures  *011 
'deviants.  Since  no  one 
wishes  to  be  an  outcast  the 
mere  fact  that  one’s  neigh- 
. hours  •  eure  performing  \cao 
^06  >/ahd  '  indiyid’ual  to 
/cpufom-. 


PNC  Briefing  Sessions 


Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  8  Jan  84  p  1 


[Text] 


Thc/Peoplc’s  National 
Congress  is  going  into  all 
the  Regions  to  establish  the 
People’s  Co-operative  and 
this  week-end  will  see 
leading  Party  functionaries 
going  into  most  of  the 
Regions -to  brief  the  com¬ 
munities  on  the  role  and 
functions  of  the  People’s 
Co-operatives. 


In  Region  Four  the 
briefing  sessions  begin 
today  at  the  Sophia 
auditorium  with  Central 
Committee  member  and 
.Vice-President,  Production, 

•  Cdc  Desmoad  Hoyte,] 
speaking  on  the  role  and  | 
functions  of  the  People’s  | 
Co-operatives  and  their ; 
relationship  to  the  Local 
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Democratic  Organs.  This 
session  begins  at  9:30 
hours. 

Similar  exercises  are 
being  held  simultaneously  in 
all  the  other  Regions  except 
Region  Eight  and  Region 
Nine. 

In  Region  Two, 
Parliamentary  Secretary  in 
the  Ministry,  of  Education, 
Cde  Donald  Ainsworth  will 
be  .  spearheading  the 
discussions.  Cde  Oscar 
Clarke,  Executive  Chairman 
of  Guyana  Rice  Board,  will 
be  in  Region  Three;  Cde 
Kenneth  Denny  will  be  in 
Region  Five.  ‘ 

.  For  the  briefing  session  in 
Region  Six,  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  members,  Cde 
Sallahuddin  and  Cde 
Malcolm  Parris,  will  be  the 
persons  spearheading  the 
discussions.  Another  Central 
Committee  member,  Cde 


Robert  Williams  will  be  in 
Region  Seven  ^  and  Cde 
Robert  Corbin  ,  Central 
Committee  member  will  be 
in  Region  Ten.  ) 

Like  any  major 
organisation,  the  People’s 
Co-operatives  are  requested 
to  hold  conferences  at  which 
they  will  give  account  of 
their  activities.  These 
conferences  arc  scheduled 
for  next  month. 

The  briefing  sessions 
organised  by  the  Party  will 
therefore  work  out  plans  for  : 
hdding  such  conferences  i 
and  decide  on  the  format. 

Commenting  on  this 
week-end  exercises, 
Executive  Secretary  for 
Education  and  Research,  .  " 
Cde  Norma  Yoaage  stated,., 
“this  exercise  is  of 
tremendous  importance  and 
therefore  requires  a.lot  of 
work."  * 


Region  6  Activity 


Georgetown  GUYANA  CHRONICLE  in  English  10  Jan  84  p  5 


[Text] 


EAST  Berbice:  —j 
Officers  of  Region  Six  —  i 
East  Berbice -Core ntyne  — 
have  begun  consulting 
people  ffom  various  districts 
and  communities  for  the 
establishment  of  People’s 
Co-operative  Committees. 

These  committees,  which 
will  involve  people  from 
various  strata  of  society  are 
expected  to  come  in  stream  1 
in  April.  | 

More  than  100  People’s  j 
Co-operative  Units  arc  ^ ! 
expected  to  be  set  up  in  the  ; 
region  to  help  accelerate  the  ! 
decision-making  process  of 
the  regional  administration. 

This  disclosure  was  made; 
Sunday  at  the  one-day  | 
seminar  held  at  the 
Winifred  Gaskin  Memorial 
Secondary  School,  Coren- 
tyne,  . 

Minister  in  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Sallahuddin, 


who  was  the  main  speaker 
at  the  meeting  explained  in 
detail  the  role  and  function 
of  the  People’s  Co-' 

operative. 

He  said  this  sector,  which  ^ 
is  sanctioned  by  the 

People’s  New  Constitution' 
is  the  second  to  be  in¬ 
troduced  in  the  country  so 
far.  The  other  sectors  which 
are  to  be.  established  later 
are  the  sub-regional, 
district,  community  and 
neighbourhood  committees. 

Cde.  Sallahuddin  ex¬ 
plained  the  mechanism  and 
importance  of  the  new 

system. 

He  said  that  these  co- ; 

operative  units  would  assist  i 
in  executing  programmes 
for  community  development 
and  identifying  community 
problems  and  needs,  and  at 
the  same  time,  provide 
solutions  to  the  problems. 
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Commictee  Responsibilities 


Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  15  Jan  84  p  1 


[Text] 


OVER  the  next  two 
months.  the  People’s 
National  Congress  will  be 
concentrating  on  the 
csiabljshment  of  People  s 
Co-operative  Committees  in 
keeping  with  the  entrenched 
clauses  of  the  Guyaiia 
Constitution  promulga^tcd  in 
1980/ 

The  People’s  Co-operative 
is  the  smallest  sub-division 
of  the  new  Regional  system 
and  of  the  Local  Democratic  , 
Organs.  This  unit  will  be  5 
operating  at  two  levels,  the 
levels  of  the  Party  and  the 
state  thereby  providing 
greater  opportunity  for 
participation  in  the  national  ) 
development  process  by  the 
greatest  number  of  people. 

At  the  political  level  the 
Unit,  which  wil]  be  the 
People’s  Co-operauve 
Committee,  will  Have  the 
responsibility  for  super¬ 
vising  all  Party  groups  and 
for  all  political  activities  that 
are  either  economic  or 
social.  ■  , 

At  the  level  of  the  state! 
the  Petrie’s  Co-operative  I 
unit  will  be  the  People’s  Co-| 
operative  Council  and  it  willj 
have  the  responsibility  for* 
initiating  all  micro  state 
activities,  in  keeping  with 


Article  13  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution  which  indicates 
that  the  principal  objective 
is  to  extend  Socialism  by 
providing  increasing  op¬ 
portunities  for  the  par¬ 
ticipation  of  citizens  in  the 
decision-making  processes 
of  the  state. 

As  Central  Committee 
member  and  Vice-President, 
Production,  Cdc .  Desmond 
Hoyle,  noted,  Local 
Government  arrangements 
put  in  place  under  the  i 
colonial  era  were  j 

inadequate  since  they  did ! 
not  encourage  the  in- ; 
vqlyement  of  the  people  and  j 
'they  had  very  small 
boundaries  in,  an  absurd 
way. 

Local  Government  was 
mainly  concerned  with  levy, 
and  collecting  rates  and 
taxes  to  maintain  existing 
infrastructure.  Local 
Government  followed 
development  rather  than 
initiating  it. 

The  establishment  of 
People’s  Co-operative  Units, 
will  see  a  reversal  of  this 
trend.  The  people  in  each 
Unit  will  initiate  develop¬ 
ment  in  those  areas  they 
deem  critical  to  their 
welfare. 


Benefit  to  Party 
Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  15  Jan  84  p  3 

[Text]  Central  Conunittee  member  and  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Cde  Sallahuddin 
has  disclosed  that  the  People's  Co-operative  Committee  is  not  intended  to  re- 
place  Party  groups,  but  rather  to  strengthen  the  Party. 

Speaking  at  a  meeting  to  inform  people  of  the  role  and  functions  of  the 
People's  Co-operative  Sunday  at  the  Winifred  Gaskin  Memorial  Secondary  School 
Manchester,  Corentyne,  Cde  Sallahuddin  said  that  the  Party  groups  will  remain 
as  the  base  unit  and  the  fundamental  cell  of  the  Party. 

He  added  that  some  other  aspects  of  the  People’s  Co-operative  Unit  will  in¬ 
clude  popular  participation  in  the  consolidation  and  reallocation  of  land 
holdings,  and  identifying  land  holdings  to  facilitate  the  establishment  of 
economically  viable  land  units. 
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The  new  system,  he  said  will  also  promote  a  collective  approach  to  development 
as  a  pervasive  method  for  dealing  with  problems  generally  and  for  undertaking 
activities  aimed  at  beautifying  and  developing  the  community. 

The  People’s  Co-perative,  a  body  sanctioned  by  the  People’s  new  Constitution 
will  be  established  in  every  district  in  all  the  Regions  of  the  country  so  as 
to  give  people  responsibility  in  the  decision-making  process  of  their  Regions. 


Committee  Conferences 


Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  15  Jan  84  p  3 


[Text]  Conferences  of  the 

PcopIe*s  Co-operative 
Committee  are  scheduled 
for  some  time  between 
February  and  early  March 
and  already  the  People -s , 
National  Congress  has  set 
out  a  number  of  guidelines 
for  the  holding  of  these 
conferences. 

Following  a  series  of 
briefing  sessions  last 
weekend  the  Party  has 
stipulated  that  all  PNC 
group  members  with  valid 
Party  cards  be  allowed  to 
attend  as ^  delegates  and  to 
vote. 

With  the  recent  amend¬ 
ments  to  the  Party  Con¬ 
stitution;  all  membership  of 
the  Party  ends  May  31.- 
However,  in  the  past 
membership  of  the  Party 
expired  one  calendar  year! 
after  renewal  thereby 
creating  the  situation  in 
which  membership  was 
expiring  all  the  time. 

To  facilitate  the  transition 
Party  members  whose 
membership  has  lapsed  may 
now  apply  for  membership 


to  May  31  paying  the 
proportion  of  the  mem¬ 
bership  fee.  They  may  also 
! apply  for  membership  to 
May  31,.  1985  paying  one. 
year’s  fee  plus  the; 
proportion  of  the  mem¬ 
bership  to  May  3 Fnexi. 

The  Party  has  also  made 
allowance  for .  those  whose 
membership  had  lapsed  but 
who  had  applied  for  renewal 

to  attend  the  conferences 
as  delegates. 

Regional ;  Chairmen  have 
been  tasked  with  .putting 
together  '  an  organising 
committee  for  the  con¬ 
ferences  and  this  committee 
would  be  supported  by 
officials  from  the  Party 
SecretariSit. 

During  this  period  leading 
up  to  the  conferences  Party 
^activists  and  PNC  gtoup 
Chairmen  must  also -  con¬ 
centrate  on  organising  the 
conferences  and  help  plan 
(he  agenda  which  should 
include  formulation  of  the 
constitution  of  the  People’s 
t Co-operative  Committee. 


CSO:  3298/493 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


GUYANA 


BRIEFS 

GROUNDED  PLANES — OF  the  five  GDF  Islander  planes  of  its  Airwing,  two  are  out 
of  order  and  the  other  three,  though  airworthy,  are  not  flying,  as  certain 
parts,  according  to  regulations,  are  due  for  renewal.  Under-carriages  are 
said  to  be  needed,  costing  US$30,000  each.  Of  the  two  Sky  Vans,  one  crashed 
at  Kaikan  on  the  Western  border  last  August,  was  patched  up  and  brought  to  the 
coast,  but  needs  US$100,000  for  repairs.  The  other  Sky  Van  has  been  down  for 
repairs  off  and  on.  Of  the  private  charter  services.  Air  Services  Ltd.  was 
grounded  last  Nov.  by  the  Air  Transport  Advisory  Board,  which  had  been  set  up 
last  August  to  regulate  among  other  things,  charges  being  mde  for  charter 
flights.  Government,  nevertheless,  still  employs  the  firm  s  planes  for  its 
charter  flights,  and  allow  them  to  fly  for  Cogema,  the  French  firm  engaged  in 
looking  for  uranium.  Reports  have  come  in  that  hucksters  have  been  chartering 
Brazilian  planes  from  Boa  Vista  to  bring  in  their  goods.  It  is  said  that 
about  three  flights  a  week  were  being  made  with  planes  the  size  of  GAC  s  Avro 
748.  [Text]  [Georgetown  CATHOLIC  STANDARD  in  English  15  Jan  84  p  4] 

CALL  FOR  PAY  INCREASES — GENERAL  Secretary  of  the  National  Association  of  Agri¬ 
cultural,  Commercial  and  Industrial  Employees,  N.  K.  Gopaul,  has  called  upon 
the  Guyana  Sugar  Corporation  to  pay  annual  merit  increments  for  1984  to 
workers  represented  by  his  union.  In  a  release  to  the  press,  Gopaul  said  the 
failure  of  Guysuco  to  award  the  increments  "is  a  breach  of  the  Collective  La¬ 
bour  Agreement"  and  asked  that  the  increments  be  paid  without  delay  so  that 
the  increases  would  be  incorporated  in  their  January  salaries."  In  another 
matter,  the  General  Secretary,  wrote  Police  Commissioner,  Lloyd  Barker,  com¬ 
plaining  of  no  action  being  taken  on  a  report  to  the  Ruimveldt  police  con¬ 
cerning  physical  assault  on  a  union  member  who  was  allegedly  assaulted  by  a 
top  management  official.  The  General  Secretary  said  that  other  such  incidents 
were  reported  to  the  police*  He  urged  the  Commissioner  to  take  immediate 
action"  failing  which  the  worker  will  institute  private  legal  action.  [Text] 
[Georgetown  MIRROR  in  English  15  Jan  84  p  1] 

LAND  FOR  RICE  CULTIVATION — Under  the  government  re-allocation  bill  recently 
passed  in  Parliament,  land  abandoned  in  many  areas  are  now  being  handed  over 
to  co-operative  societies  and  agricultural  groups  for  useful  cultivation. 

Last  week,  some  3000  hectares  of  land  at  Port  Mourant,  left  abandoned  for  more 
than  five  years,  was  released  for  the  cultivation  of  rice.  With  assistance 
from  the  Guyana  Rice  Board,  and  the  National  Congress  of  Local  Democratic 
Organs,  the  Regional  Administration  of  Region  Six  has  been  able  to  negotiate 
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for  the  release  of  the  land.  The  societies  to  benefit  are  the  Port  Mourant 
follow-up-scheme  and  the  United  Society.  Meanwhile,  the  GRB  plans  to  assist 
farmers  in  acquiring  necessary  machinery  and  equipment  for  the  rice  cultiva¬ 
tion  operations.  They  also  promise  to  supply  pest  control  insecticides  and 
containers  for  carrying  rice,  including  paddy  bags.  Farmers  however  com¬ 
plained  about  the  deplorable  drainage  and  irrigation  system  and  the  cattle 
nuisance.  The  Regional  Administration  in  collaboration  with  the  Guyana  Rice 

the  complaints,  and  assures  possible  assistance. 
LText]  [Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English  15  Jan  84  p  2] 


PALM  OIL  PRODUCTION— Crude  palm  oil  production  will  be  doubled  during  this 
year  considering  the  additional  equipment  to  be  installed  by  the  Guyana  Sugar 
Corporation  according  to  the  recent  edition  of  ’Sugar  News',  a  Guysuco  pub¬ 
lication.  Sugar  News  reported  that  factory  constraints  have  considerably 
restricted  extraction  efficiency.  At  Wauna  the  factory  facilities  are  unable 
to  cope  with  the  field  output.  But  this  situation  will  change  with  the  ac¬ 
quisition  of  an  edible  oil  pressing  plant  from  Holland.  Figures  showed  that 
for  the  first  half  of  1983  22  500  litres  (5,000  gallons)  of  palm  oil  were 
at  Wauna.  Output  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  was  estimated  at 
1400  litres  (3^  gallons)  per  week.  The  San  Jan  operations  with  74  hectares, 
produced  13  500  litres  (3,000  gallons)  of  palm  oil.  With  the  new  press  in 
operation  production  over  a  15-week  period  is  expected  to  be  49  500  litres. 
General  Manager  of  the  Other  Crops  Division  of  Guysuco,  Cde  Ronald  Fraser,* 
speaking  of  the  need  for  skilled  labour,  additional  finance  and  further  in¬ 
frastructural  works  explained  that  an  additional  400  hectares  should  have  been 
under  cultivation  at  Wauna  last  year  but  planting  has  been  delayed,  pending 
advice  from  a  Surinamese  expert.  [Text]  [Georgetown  NEW  NATION  in  English 
o  Jan  84  p  4] 


SHIPPING  PACT  WITH  HOLLAND  GUYANA  and  Holland  are  currently  discussing  the 
setting  up  of  a  joint  venture  in  shipbuilding,  Vice-President  Social  Infra¬ 
structure  Hamilton  Green  announced  yesterday.  He  was  delivering  the  main  ad¬ 
dress  at  the  ceremony  to  mark  the  handing  over  of  a  $12,2  million  suction 
dredge  by  the  Guyana  National  Engineering  Corporation  (GNEC)  to  the  Transport 
and  Harbours  Department.^  The  dredge,  the  "Steve-N,"  which  is  said  to  be  the 
largest  in  the  Commonwealth  Caribbean  and  the  third  of  its  kind  in  South 
Merica  was  built  by  GNEC  for  the  T&HD  with  technical  assistance  from  Damen 
Shipyards  of  Holland.  It  is  hoped  that  requests  from  other  agencies  for  new 

and^thP^rNvr"”  closer  co-operation  between  Damen  Shipyards 

nd  the  GNEC  ,  Vice-President  Green  said  when  referring  to  the  "Joint  venture" 
discussions.^  Iho  "stevc-N,"  the  122nd  vessel  built  by  GNEC  a^d  a“ 

that  company  s  largest  and  most  ambitous  project  to  date,  will  be  used  to 

country.  [Excerpt]  [Georgetown  SUNDAY 
CHRONICLE  in  English  15  Jan  84  p  1] 


CSO:  3298/495 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


JAMAICA 


MATERIAL  ON  PEOPLE'S  FORUM,  OTHER  PNP  ACTIVITIES 

Forum  Slate 


Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  2  Feb  84  p  3 

fTextl  Th^c  fiw  PNP“PeopVs  Foiruin^  will j  at  this  and  future  forums^ 

^  (take  place  at  the  National.  Arena  Sn  planned  to  be  monthly. 

'  Kingston  today,  at  0.00  pJm.  and  not  4  SMr  terry,  Gillette,  constituency 
at  -the  Jamaica  Pegasus  Hotel,  New '  \^presentative  for  Fast  Central,  St. 
Kingston.  The  yrtue  will' be  ^.Ae.  Mary,  has.  bwh  appointed  Cxt-onli 

same  for  future  swsions.  ■  natbr  of  “The  People’s  Forum  . 

The  PNP’s  R.  Rattray  Q.C.,  ,  ,  u  p  m  i. 

Forum  chairman,  iSdid  in  a  statement;;,  Through  the  torum,  the  I  .N.l . 

that  there  had  been  heightened  inter-  says,  it  will  offer  constructive  crit- 
est  in  the  Forum  and  the  new  venue  icisms  of  the  general  policies  and 
would  accommodate /  more  people  j^al  activities  of  the  Government 
than  would  hav?;beeh  pb^ible  at  the  and  its  various  Ministries.  The  Party 
Jamaica  P^suS.  The  party,  he  said,  wll  also  use  the  forum  to  unfold  the 
had  booked  with  the  P^sus  for  the  alternative  policies  which  it  will  olier 
initials  sitting,  but  changed  the  venue  tp  the  countiy.  It  will  also  provide  an 
when  the  additional  ..space  required  opportunity  for  other  individuals  and 
could  not  be  obtained,  '  .  inst’ttiitions  in  the  country  to  make 

'  Mr.  Seymour  Mullings,  the  Party’s  their  own  contributions  to  and  corn- 
spokesman  on  Finance  and  Planning  ments  on  national  issues  and  to  air 
will  speak  on  the  Economy  at  to-  the  needs  and  even  the  political 
day’s  meeting.  Party  leader  Michael  concerns  and  grievances  of  different 
Manley  (.will  speak  on  relevant '  topi-  sectors  of  the  society. 


Praise  for  Election  Postponement 
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[Text ]  PEOPLE’S  NATIONAL  PAR-; 

TV’s  General  Secretary  Dr.Panl 
Robertson  told,  the  party’s  first  ^ 
‘people’s  Fonim’  at  ;  the  Na¬ 
tional  Arena  yesterday  that  the 
decision  by  the  Government  to  ^ 
postpone:'  the  "  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  ;  elections,,  which  were 
constitutionally  due  next 
nionth,  showed  “good  sense”. 

.  Dr^'  Robertson,  in  giving  an 
‘Electoral  Update’  at  the  fo- 


3  Feb  84  p  3 
^m,.said:  , 

’  “We  note  the  belated  but 
.good  sense,  of ;  the  Government 
nbt  to;  attempt  to  call  a  Local 
jpovernhicift ,  flection  on  the 

He  was  referring  to  a  report 
in’-t^ye^terday’i'  Gleaner  in 
^hiih  Jamaica  Labour  Party 
General  Secretary  and  Minister 
of  ‘  Construction,  the  Hon. 
BhiCe  Gbldiiig,  said  that  the 
elections  vvouTd  be  postponed 
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to  allow  the  new  electoral 
system  to  be  put  in  place. 

Dr.  Robertson  also  indi¬ 
cated  that  the  PNP’s  represen¬ 
tatives  would  continue  to  take 
part  in  the  deliberartions  of  the 
Electoral  Advisory  Committee 
when  he  told  the  forum: 

“The  Electoral  Committee 
continues  to  meet  and  the 
PNP  representatives,  who  are 
Miss  Postia  Simpson  and  my¬ 


self,  continue  to  attend  regu¬ 
larly.  Our  current  18-month 
term  ends  in  April. 

“The  People’s  National  Par¬ 
ty  is  of  the  view  that  while  the 
committee,  all  of  us  included, 
have  made  mistakes  and : 
should  have  been  stronger  on 
some  issues,  the  system  is  ba¬ 
sically  sound.  We  continue  to 
repose  a  basic  but  watchful 
faith  in  its  integrity”. 


Stand  on  Election  Violence 
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1  Secretary  has  said  that  the  reduction  in  the  number 

12  OOO^in  Andrew  from  20,000  in  1980  to  just  over 

1983  was  due  to  violence  in  the  constituency,  as  the  constituency 

forL  f  Sunmen  and  thugs  who  seek  to 

rorce  people  out  of  the  constituency*’. 


S^^retary  said  in  a  statement  that  the  party  was  reacting 
the  statement  of  Mr.  Bruce  Golding,  Minister  responsible  for  Election  in^ 

conie^th*^  r  According  to  the  NP,  Mr.  Golding  has  "sought  to 

convey  the  impression  of  something  untoward"  in  the  drop  in  registration. 


Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER 

[Text]  Tile  People’s  National 
Pany’s  People’s  Fo- 
nim  at  the  National 
Aj;epa  on  Thursday 
passed  a  resolution 
condemning  the  JLP 
G'O'vern  menr,  but 
pledging  support  for 
activities  and  pro- 
gcammes.  *  conducive 
to"  the  unity  of  the 
J;\maican  people”. 

^Thc  re.solution, 
whfdi  was  moved  by  the 
leader  of  the  parry,  Mr. 
Michael  Manley,  and 
seconded  by  its  spokes- 
mW'  ‘  on  Finance  and 
Flanning,  Mr.  Seymour 
Mullings,  read: 


Resolution  Assailing  JLP 
in  English  6  Feb  84  p  15 


‘^Whereas  the  JLP 
Adniinistratioh  has  since 
inception  pursued  a  j 
djs'astrous  range  of  poli- 1 
^■■•tt^that  liaye  had  cuinu- 
lan VC  adverse  effects  on 
thej  people  of  Jamaica 
arr^,  the  economy;  and 
f*\Vhcreas  it  ac¬ 
cepted  that  nation-build- 
require 
sacnfices,  ^  but  the  pre¬ 
sent  (iovemment  poli- 
spread  the  burdens 
urjfairly  and  without 
good  puipose;  and 
jl Whereas  these  poli- 
ct«  liave  created  wide¬ 
spread  hardships  on  the 
working  people  through 
lay-offs  and  the  spiral¬ 
ling  cost  of  living;  and 


•  J.  Whereas  there  has 
betn  severe  dislocation 
in^thc  agricultural  areas 
dufr  to  misguided  import 
and  pricing  ^.policies 
which  have  woHced  to 
the  derriinenr  of  the 
farmers  and  rural  com- 
nigniries;  and 

;  L  Whereas  confusing 
add  erratic  decisions  on 
import  licensing  and  de- 
rt^ulatiori  have  hindered 
liMnufaetorcrs,*  exporr- 
traders  and  small 
businessmen  alike;  and 
V  .  Whereas  the  econ¬ 
omy  has  suffered  rapid 
deterioration  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  decline  in  the 
absence  of  any  rational 
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pliin;  and 

i  i-  Whereas  Jamaica  has 
^en  the  recipient  of 
<morniouS  loan  financing 
>^hich  has  created  a  vast 
escalation  of  the  na- 
non's  debt  burden  with¬ 
out  increasing  its 
productivity;  and 

Whereas  the  Scaga 
Administration  has  con¬ 
sistently  refused  to 
.speak  truthfully  to  the 
country  about  the  state 
of  the  country’s  fi¬ 
nances,  the  l.M.F.  nego- 
/tiations  and  other 
patters  directly  affecting 
the  economic  welfare  of 
ithe  country;and 

Whereas  it  is  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  world 
economic  conditions 
have  for  a  long  time 
affected  countries  like 
Jamaica,  which  can  only 
be  changed  through  the 
;  concerted  action  of  all 
Governments  spurred  by 
vigorous  leadership  from 
the  Third  World  which 
recognise  the  need  for  a 
New  International  Eco¬ 
nomic  Orden  and 
^  Whereas  Jamaica  has 
I  managed  to  isolate  itself 
I  in  .  gcrneral '  international 
^fora  from  the  majority 
position  ■  of  thi^  Third 
riWorld,  thereby  reducing 
lihe  respect  a'nd  prestige 
Jit  ^joys  as  a  .sovreign 
nation;  and  , 

*  Whereas- meaningful 
jprogramnies  of  the  last 
PHP  Administration  in 
^uch  areas  laS  ^cial  re^ 
f orm, ..  labour  legislation, 
niraf  development,  land 
.distribution,  low-income 
, bousing  have  been  dis¬ 
continued;  and' 

Whereas  the  entire 
;  fabric  of  our  educational 


system  faces  imniinent 
collapse  and  threatens  to 
Idestroy  the  l^^losjn  .the 
(Tieldr  of  literacy,  free 
'education  arid  university 
.^raining;  and 
’  Whereas  the  cost  of 
housing  and  rentals  has 
bow  soared  beyond  the 
iypges  of  all  persons  be¬ 
sides  those  of  wealthy 
means,  and  the  Covern- 
ment  has  abdicated  its 
responsibility  .  to  ' chsu re 
ishelter  for  the  poor;  and 
I  Whereas  the  trans- 
i>ort  .  system  is  in  total 
disarray,  leaving  com¬ 
muters  bewildered  and 
stranded,  facing  exces¬ 
sive  costs,  has  created 
particular  difficulties  for 
the  student  population, 
the  aged  and  the  hand- 
'icapped  aS,well  as  delays 
arid  hardships  for  the 
'workers  in  factories, 
Jfarms  and  fields,  thus 

^further  hindering  the  na> 
tion’s  productive  efforts; 
i  and 

Whereas  urgent  ra^ 
paifj  to  the  streets  of  the 
Corporate  Area  are  out¬ 
standing,  arid  rural  roads 
-remain  neglected  and 
abondoned;  and 

Whereas  the  hospitals 
and  clinics  are  being 
forced  to  operate  in  the 
absence  of  adequate 
drugs  arid  other  re- 
sources;and  . 

Whereas  ^thc  JLP  rias 
acted  in  a  manner  demOi, 
raliring  to  our  best  na¬ 
tive  sons  arid  daughters 
in  the 'Civil  Service  arid 
other  areas  of  endeay- 
.  our,  by  ignoring  them  in 
favour  of  foreign  advis¬ 
ers  and  experts;  and 

Whereas  the  JLP  .in 
its  desperation  to  main-; 


Uain  power  called  a| 
s  fraudulent  'krlcction: .  ’iri| 

I  breach  of  solerqn  iiri.der- 
I takings  over  electoral  re- 
Vform,  thereby  securing  a 
?  result  contrary  to  the 
■wishes  of  the  majority 
'of  a  true  electorate;  and 

Whereas  *  there  has 
[•beeri  demprali/^tiop  and 
1  disun  ity  in  the  -  count  ry 
^caused  by  the  dec<^  and 
^actions  of  the  jCP  (jov- 
icrnment  which  threaten  i 
the  stability  of  the  na-| 

•  tion  by  the  current  sirua- 
^tiOH; 

Be  it  resolved  that 
,this  People’s  Fofum 
k'ondemns  the  JLP  Gov- 
kmnient  which  has  now 
rtoriiplctejy  dopt;  the  coh- 
f  i de-n  <c  •o|/.’tb e  of 

iWe  country- rind  pdhori^i 
of  all  walks  of  life,  andi 
kails  upon  the  JLP  Gov- 1 
’cmment  to  ,  dissolve  its 
’bogus  Parliament  and 
•hold  genuine  elections 
so  soon  as  the  new  Vot- 

•  ers  List  and  the  agreed 
aspects  of  the  electoral 

preform  are  put  in  place, 
in  order  to  ensure  the 
election  of  a  Govern¬ 
ment  that  can  once 
more  enjoy  legitimacy 
and  seek  to  develop  the 
.  country  in  accordance 

•  with  the  overall  interest 
I  of  its  people;  and  , 

‘  Be  it  further  resolved! 

•  that  the  People's  Forum' 
''hereby  pledges  t6  regard 

as  paramount  all  .such 
•activities  and 
grammes  as  are  entirely 
conducive  to  the  unity 
of  the  Jamaican  people 
and  enhance  the  welfare 
of  the  nation  as  a  who- 
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Rattray,  Mailings  Speeches 
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[Text]  Speaking  at  the  People’s  Na¬ 
tional  Partv’s  People’s  Forum 
!^t  Thuisoay  in  the  National’ 
Aienh,  the  chairman  of  the 
foiling  Mr.  Carl  Rattray,  said 
that  the  party  did  not  regard 
as  appropriate  the  remark  of. 
the  upyemor-General  that  the 
country  having  arrived  at  the 
hew  state  of  political  ^fairs 
^ould  have  to  “sweat  it  out.” 

•  Ml  Rattray  was  referring  to  a 
remark  made  oy  the  Govemor>Gen- 
cra4  the  Most  Hon.  Sir  Florizel 
plasiq^e,  in  January,  at  the  annual! 
banquet  of  Jamaica  Gasolene  Retail*^ 
ers  Association.  ' 

‘^We  would  have  expected  thad 
every  person  who  really  believes  in^ 
the  draocradc  process  as  the  ex¬ 
pression  ol  the  will  of  the  peoples 
would  demand  that  the  people’s  will 
he  exercised  so  soon  as  the  appro- 
piate  machinery  which  permits  its 
exercise  be  put  in  place,”  Mr.  Rat- 
traysaid. 

“Moreso,  we  would  expect  it 
from  the  occupant  of  this  particular 
office.  It  is  the  will  of  the  people  , 
that  new  elections  be  called  as  soon 
as  possible.  We  coerce  or  beguile  no 
one  or  no  government.  \^at  we 
insist  is  that  the  will  of  the  people  be 
respected.” 

Mr.  Rattray  said  that  morality  and 
convention  would  demand  that  the^ 
exercise  of  the  Constitutional  right 
of  the  Prime  Minister  to  call  an 
election  must  take  place  in  the  con¬ 
text  of  the  right  of  the  people  and 
the  ability  of  the  people  to  exercise 
their  fanchise  when  the  election  is 
called;  ’ 

“It  is  the  people,  and  not  Prime 
Ministers,  who  are  important  and 
crucial  to  the  democratic  process,” 
he  said. 

Although  the  laws  laid  down  no 
particular  period  of  time  between 
electoral  lists,  the  movement  of  per¬ 
sons  between  constituencies  and  out 
of  the  country  in  a  system  based  on 
geo^phical  constituency  elections,^ 
could  completely  dision  the  eleao- 
ral  results. 

Mr.  Rattray  said  that  since  the^ 
PNP  was  not  in  Parliament,  the 
People’s  Forum  would  offer  the  op¬ 
portunity  for  discussion  and  debate 


of  the  issues  which  would  have  been 
debated  and  discussed  in  Parliaments 
He  said  that  the  . party  proposed  to 
condua  the  forum  with  propriety 
and  decorum  within  stria  require-^ 
ments,  “not  only  of  the  law,  but 
within  good  and  civilised  taste”. 

He  said  that  the  '  PNP  would , 
campai^.  relentlessly  for  the  calling, 
of  nati<Hiai  elections  as  soon  as  the 
new  eleaoral  lists' were  ready  and 
the  agreed  procedures  were  in  place. 

PNP  spokesman  on  finance,  Mr. 
Seymour  Mulling!^  also  addressed 
the  forum;.  He  dealt  with  various 
areas  of  the  economy  and  accused 
the  Government  of  not  telling  the 
public  how  serious  the  situation  was. 

Speaking  on  the  import  policy, 
Mr.  Muliings  sdd  tkat  at  no  timd 
could  any  one  be  certain  as  to  whas 
was  the  current  import  policy,  sincq 
it  changed  so  often. 

He  said  that  reports  concerning 
tourism  were  extremely  discouraging 
and  that  certain  developments  within 
the  industry  did  not  “smell  good”. 

Mr.  Mullings  said  that  with  visitor 
arrivals  running  below  the  projected 
levels,  the  question  arose  as  to 
whether  a  number  of  hotels  would 
be  able  to  pay  the  proposed  12%  tax 
on  gross  revenue  and  remain  open. 

“Consequent  on  the  devaluation 
of  the  Jamaican  dollar  and  the  recent 
sharp  increases  in  the  price  of  fuel, 
elearicity,  goods  and  services,  the 
operational  and  maintenance  costs  of 
the  hotels  will  rise  significantly,”  Mr. 
Mullings  said. 

“One  wonders  whether  the  wind<* 
fall  profits  of  the  hotels  that  we  have 
been  hearing  about  should  not 
used  to  upgrade  hotel  plants,  refurb^ 
ish  the  rooms,  improve  the  furnish¬ 
ings  and  so  on:  that  is,  if  we  are 
really  serious  about  the  future  of  the 
one  sector  that  has  been  showing  so 
much  promise.”  I 

Mr.  Mullings  said  that  the  deval¬ 
uation  of  the  Jamaican  dollar  would 
not  benefit  the  industry,  it  prices 
continued  to  be  quoted  in  U.S.  doU 
lars  and  spiral  upwards  when  con¬ 
verted  to  Jamaican  dollars. 

He  said  that  the  recent  episode 
surrounding  the  resignation  of  the; 
Director  of  Tourism  and  certain  oth¬ 
er  developments  would  indicate  “the 
strong  stench  of  corruption  in  the 
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Jamaica  Tourist  Board.’ 

1  Mr.  Mailings  said  that  the  Gov- 
iemmcnt  was  not  telling  the  people 
fcow  grave  the  situation  was  concern¬ 
ing  debts.  He  said  tjiat  in  June,  1983 
Jhe  total  foreign  exchange  debt  was 
»oughlyJJ.S.$3  billion  and  that  the 
'WoriH  Bank  publications  had  indi¬ 
cated  that  debt  repayments  in  1984 
would  amount  to  U.S.S243  million. 

Mr.  Mailings  said  there  was  no 
Budget  and  he  quwtioned  how  could 
the  economy  proceed  when  the  ma¬ 
jor  .actor,  the  Government,  had  no 
plan? 

He  said  that  there  was  uncertainty 
concerning  the  promised  Intemation- 


Statement  on 


al  Monetai7  Fund  agreement  and  the 
new  import  policy,  as  well  as  funding 
for  the  impon  budget. 

Mr.  Mullings  said  in  Jamaica  to* 

'  day  there  was  much  confusion  and 
burdens  were  so  heavy  it  was  natural 
for  people  to  want  immediate  an¬ 
swers.  They  were  asking  what  were 
the  PN  P’s  alternatives. 

He  said  that  the  abilitv  of  the 
country  to  move  forward  dernanded 
that  everyone  understood  fully  the 
main  reasons  why  the  econorny  was 
in  the  mess  it  was;  and,  more  impor¬ 
tantly,  that  the  country  should  un¬ 
derstand  that  there  were  no  instant 
'solutions  and  no  magical  solutions.  , 


Parish  Councils 
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[Text]  i  TTic  PNP  sa^  it 
reject  charges  that 
the  PNP  Govern¬ 
ment  attempted  to 
either  downgrade  or 
replace  Parish 
Councils  with  parti- 
san  Community 
Councils,  but  that  it 
supported  calls  for' 
provision  for  Local 
Government  in  the 

Constitution.  ^ 
In  a  statement  issued 
•  by  fomer  PNP  Minister 
of  Local  Government, 
r  Mr.  Ralph  Brovm,  the 
PNP  said  it  noted 
ch^es  made  by  Mr. 
Cecil  Charlton,  Mayor 
of  Mandeville  and  the 
Secretaiy  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Local  Govern- 


[ment  Authorities,  Mr. 
George  .Lewars  at  AL- 
GA*s  SSth  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  and  luncheon  on 
Tuesday,  January  24, 
f  1984.  .  , 

Mr.  Brown  said  that 
during  the  70’s  the  Peo¬ 
ple’s  National  Party  did 
perhaps  more  than  any 
other  Government  to  lift 
the  status  and  effective¬ 
ness  of  Parish  Councils. 
He  said  that  it  was  un- 
tler  the  PNP  that  the 
whole  matter  of  Local 
Government  Reform 
Ivas  seriously  tackW, 
when  an'  Implementing 
Committee  headed  by 
Mr.  Basil  Daniels,  for¬ 
mer  Town  Cleric,  was 
set  up  to  make  recom¬ 
mendation  for  gjreater 
autonomy,  efficiency 
And  viability  for  Local 


Government. 

It  was  the  PNP  ad¬ 
ministration  he  said, 
which  introduced  the 
election  of  Mayors  for' 
the  life  of  the  Council  in 
order  to  provide  more 
effective  management  of 
the  affairs  of  Local  Gov¬ 
ernment. 

It  was  under  the  PNP 
that  MP’s  were  removed 
from  the  Councils,  that 
emoluments  for  both 
Mayors  and  Councillors 
'  were  significantly  up-, 
graded.  It  was  under  the 
PNP  that  city  status  was 
accorded  to  Montego 
Bay. 

Mr.  Brown  said  that 
community  councils  en¬ 
sured  participation  of 
Councillors  and  MPs  in 
the  Councils. 


Concern  for  Civil  Service 
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[Text] 


The  People’s  Nation¬ 
al  Party  has  alleged  that 
[  there  is  a  rapid  rate  of 
!  deterioration  in  the  Civil 
^Service. 

I  In  a  statement  issued 
(by  UWl  Lecturer,  Dr. 


Edwin  Jones,  the  PNP  s 
spokesman  on  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Service,  the  party  said 
it  was  alarmed  at  what  it 
termed  the  rapid  dete- 
rioraton.  - 

The  statement  accus- 
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ed  the  Government  of  " 
undermining  the  mbrale 
of  the  Civil  Service,  and 
of  assaulting  their  pro¬ 
fessionalism  and  intcgri- 
,ty.  -  ^ 

The  statement  alleges 
j  that  what  it  calls  a  ‘par- 
1  allel  bureaucracy*  of  ex^ 
patriates  has  been  cre¬ 
ated,  and  that  they  arc 
paid  partially  in  scarce . 
foreign  exchange. 

The  statement  alleges  J 
that  these  expatriates  arc'^ 
replacing  able  and  qual- . 
ified  Jamaicans.  i 


Statement  on  Security  Force  Shootings 
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[Text]  The  People's  National  Party  said  that  Mr.  Barrington  Dennis,  the 

Seaview  Gardens  Citizens  Association,  and  Mr.  Donovan  Wright, 
were  killed  by  members  of  the  Security  Forces  on  Wednesday  morning. 

President  of  the  Waterhouse  Youth  Club,  the  Chairman  of 
Youth  Organisation  s  Western  St.  Andrew  Executive  and  a  member  of 
said  Executive  of  Western  St.  Andrew,  a  P.N.P.  statement 


Both  were  employed  as  watchmen  to  the  security  firm  of  Security  and  Crime 
Prevention  Ltd.,  contracted  by  the  Ministry  of  Construction,  to  guard  sites 
in  Seaview  Gardens  where  they  both  also  lived. 


According  to  the  Party  "there  was  no  shootout.  Both  men  were  on  the  job  at 

o  their  deaths,  were  unarmed,  and  were  wearing  identifiaction  bagdes 
issued  by  their  employers  ' 


CSO:  3298/524 


COUNTRY  SECTION 


JAMAICA 


« 


PRICE  INCREASES  SET  FOR  SUGAR  GROWERS,  MANUFACTURERS 

Criticism  of  Seaga  Policy 
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[Article  by  Morris  Cargill] 

[Text]  When  the  Prime  Minister  an-i 

nounced  the  devaluation  of  the 
Jamaican  dollar  he  also  men¬ 
tioned  that,  as  one  result,  a  sum 
of  $53  million  additional  revenue 
would  accrue  from  sugar  sales. 

The  Prime  Minister  also 
stated  that  this  money  would  be 
used  to  offset  losses  sustained  by 
the  National  Sugar  Company.  ^ 
This  seemed  to  me  a  gross  injus-  i 
rice  to  the  growers,  and  indeed  ; 
to  the  whole  private  sector  of  the 
sugar  industry.  So  in  December  1 
wrote  a  column  sharply  criticiz¬ 
ing  the  decision,  which  seemed 
beyond  the  pale  of  reason. 

After  this  column  appeared  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  announced  at 
the  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  ^ 
All  Island  Jamaica  Cane  Farmers,  and  , 
at  a  meeting  in  Chapelton,  that  the  “ 
farmers  would  indeed  receive  shortly, 
a  part  of  this  bonanza  in  the  form  of 
increased  prices  for  their  cane. 

This  they  sorely  need.  Inspiic  of 
the  crawling  peg  devaluations,  and 
the  constant  inflation,  cane  farmers 
have  had  no  increase  in  price  for 
three  years.  Since  the  last  devaluation 
the  cost  of  truckage  has  increased 
30%,  the  cost  of  fuel  50%  and  the 
cost  of  fenilizers  and  chemicals, 
needed  now  for  next  year’s  crop,  by 
50%.  Without  an  increase  in  pnee 
the  cane  farmers  will  go  broke;  and 


some  large  cane  farmers  are  already 
thinking  of  putting  bulldozers 
through  their  Cane.  The  irony  is  all 
the  greater  when  one  considers  that 
the  price  per  ton  of  cane,  when 
delivered  to  a  government-owned 
factory  is  S18  a  ton  less  than  the 
price  paid  by  privately  owned  facto¬ 
ries;  and  this  is  entirely  due  to  the 
inefficiency  of  the  government  facto¬ 
ries. 


Unjust 

Subsequent  to  the  announcement  by 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture  men¬ 
tioned  above,  the  Minister  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  two  junior  Ministers  had 
numerous  meetings  with  the  heads  of 
the  Cane  Farmers  Association,  the 
National  Sugar  Company,  and  the 
private  sector  factories.  Everyone 
was  clearly  told  that  the  entire  sur¬ 
plus  money  from  devaluation,  which 
now  turns  out  to  be  $73  million  and 
not  $53  million  as  the  Prime  Miniter 
said,  would  be  passed  out  to  the 
entire  industry  with  each  sector  re¬ 
ceiving  its  correct  share.  The  Min¬ 
istry  of  Agriculture  repeatedly  as- 
sured  everyone  that  this  money  , 
belonged  to  the  entire  industry  and  | 
that  the  Government  now  had  no  | 
intention  of  using  it,  or  any  pc^ion  j 
of  it,  as  a  special  fiubsi^iy  towards  i 
Government  losses. 

I  hate  to  say  this,  but  I  have  discov¬ 
ered  that  these  assurances  of  fair  play 
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arc  worth  nothing.  The  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  at  a  meeting  with  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture  and  the  National  Sug¬ 
ar  Company  (to  which  the  private 
sector  and  the  farmers  were  not 
invited)  simply  overruled  his  Minister 
of  Agriculture,  and  has  again  decreed 
that  the  whole  sum  must  go  to  the 
National  Sugar  Company. 

This  decision  is  .  high-handed  and 
unjust.  It  is  also  most  unfortunate  for 
the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  who  was 


trying  to  do  the  right  thing.  I  cannot 
imagine  what  unwise  and  wayward 
advice  has  directed  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  on  to  this  unfortunate  path;  bur 
it  should  be  known  that  if  it  is  finally 
travelled,  the  responsibility  must  be 
solely  that  of  the  Prime  Minister. 

I  believe,  however,  that  better  coun- 
sei  might  yet  prevail.  In  the  interest 
of  justice  and  the  future  of  the  sugar 
industry,  I  hope  it  does. 


Seaga  Announcement 
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to  producers  end  manuf.cturers  o£  soger  as  a  result  of 

have  ’’c  "“lo  increases 

Minister  Edward  Seaga  said  yesterda^ Pimento  growers,  Prime 

oontinoe  to  resT^c^^r:”;:"  Itl  111“  - 

r  —at  thet  i.ost. 

healthy  agricultural  crop  once  again.  oecome  a 

industry  was  udergoing  restructuring,  too.  There 
nn  a  h-  increase  to  growers.  The  present  price  was  25.54  cents  per 

Lnts  '"and^aT^'^^^^'^1?^  ^  allowance,  a  quality  bonus  of  3  ^ 

cents,  and  a  boxing  allowance  of  10.14  cents. 

The  new  price  will  move  to  16  cents  for  boxing  allowance,  4  cents  for  wuality 
fori  I  alowance  to  16  cents;  and  there  will  be  another  6  cents  added  ^ 

an  expens^  required  to  bear  as 

Mr.  Seaga  said  that  the  entire  price  would  move  from  25  cents  to  42  cent«? 
with  SIX  cents  for  the  growers  to  bear. 

1983/84  lowland  coffee  crop  will  move  from  $22  to  $27  per 
box;  Blue  Mountain  Coffee,  from  $80  to  $85  per  box;  while  the  OctoLTigsr 
cocoa  crop  price  will  move  from  $17.50  per  box  to  $20  per  b^.  The  pimenL 
price  increase  had  not  yet  been  worked  out  yet,  he  said. 
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Canefield  Fires 
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r-rovt-l  The  All-Island  Jamai-  Engineering  l.iniited.  Ar- 

^  ca  Cane  Farmers’  Asso-  row  Harms  and  Rohin- 

ciaiion  has  received  an  son  Bros.  l.imited,^ 
urgent  appeal  Irom  the  ■  according  to  a  press  re 
Vere  Cane  Farmers’  As-  lease, 
sociation  requesting  that  “The  subversive  cl- 
xepresentation  be  made  ement  is  bent  on  tie- 
to  the  authorities  seek-  stroying  the  industry  by 
ine  added  security  to  frustrating  cane  farmers 
stem  the  increasing  illicit  efforts  in  boosting  the 
fires  in  Vere.  production  of  cane  be-j 

Since  the  beginning  cause  of  the  manage-, 
of  the  1983/84  sugar  ment’s  effort  to  protect  i 
crop  in  Clarendon;  seve-  the  sugar  cane  front  the  j 
ral  illicit  fires  have  been  destruction  of  their  live- 
taking  place  on  cane  stock,"  the  release  said, 
farms,  especially  those  “Cane  fields  consist- 
of  the  disbanded  Sugar  ing  of  7,000  tons  of 
Workers  Co-op.,  and  canes  were  set  on  fire 
now  under  the  custody  but,  fortunately,  because 
of  the  Clarendon  Sugar  of  the  wet 
Company  and  farms  the  fields  only  3,000 
owned  by  Waterwell  tons  were  burnt. 
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[Text]  The  Hon.  J.A.G.  Smith,  Leader  of 

the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
Minister  of  Labour,  has  replied  to  a 
letter  sent  to  him  by  Mr.  Frank 
Phipps,  Q.C.,  expressing  opposition 
to  the  new  parliamentary  procedures 
involving  participation  by  the  public, 
and  requesting  a  review. 

Mr.  Phipps  had  stated  that  he  had 
sent  a  letter  to  the  Government 
requesting  a  review  of  the  new  pro¬ 
cedures,  when  he  criticised  them 
during  an  address  to  Jaycees  in  Man- 
deville,  a  week  ago. 

Mr.  Smith  wrote: 

“At  the  time  of  writing,  I  have  not 
yet  received  the  original  letter  which 
I  am  informed  was  signed  for  at 
Gordon  House  in  the  latter  part  of 
January,  1984.  Nevertheless,  1  have 
^oday  secured  a  copy  of  your  letter, 
j  “I  wish  to  assure  you  that  the 
decision  taken  by  the  Government  is 
to  allow  participation  by  representa¬ 
tives  of  organisations  and  members 
of  the  public  in  parliamentary  pro- 
xeedihg^  when  the  House  has  re¬ 
solved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House.  The  Standing  Orders 
already  allow  for  panicipation  by 
invitation  of  Select  Commiuees  of 
the  House. 

“The  recently-constituted  Stand¬ 
ing  Orders  Committee  has  not  yet 
met  to  make  the  facilitating , amend¬ 
ments  to  the  Standing  Orders,  and  as 
■a  consequence  at  the  last  sitting  of 


♦  the  House  on  Tuesday,  February  7th, 
I  sought  and  obtained  suspension  of 
the  Standing  Orders,  immediately 
preceding  debate  and  Second  Read¬ 
ing  of  the  Civil  Aviation  (Amend¬ 
ment)  Bill,  to  have  the  Hou^e  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
'House  in  order  to  receive  the  contri¬ 
bution  of  Rev.  Alston  Henry  of  the 
Jamaica  Evangelical  Association. 

”I  am  aware  of  the  potential 
danger  of  allowing  non-elected  per¬ 
sons  to  participate  in  the  proceedings 
when  the  House  is  in  session,  but 
there  can  be  nothing  un-constitution¬ 
al  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  hearing  tne  views  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  on  a  Bill  which  is  of  national 
imppitancc,_and  the  House  embarlc- 
ing  u^ri  a  delSatc  thereafter,  while 
keeping  in  mind,  the.  views  of  the 
;public. 

“Precedence  exists  wheitby  Select 
^Committees  have  summoned  per- 
.sons,  not  only  as  witnesses  but  to 
igive  their  views  on  specific  matters. 

.  “Erskinc  May  in  the  19th  edition 
of  Parliamen^taiy  Practice  sutes 
>that  while  ^estions  of  :public  policy 
wof  a  Public  bill  tan  ibc  discussed  only 
by  ^mbers,  where  ‘protection  is 
sought  for  the  rights  arid  interests  of 
public  bodies  or  others,  the  parties 
'have  been  permitted  to  represent 
^heir  claims,  either  in  person  or  by 
counseP.  This  would  support  the 
view,  therefore,  that  even  on  policy 
.matters,  persons  jmay  seek  to  protea 
their  ri^ts  and  interests”. 
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[Text] 


The  Jamaica  labour  Party’s? 
^8th  annual  general  conference 
wiH  bcgii\  this,  week-end  at  the; 
Adventured  Inh,.  St»  Catherine,? 
with  workshop  sessions  involy-* 
ing  some  1,200'  delegatw^ 
across  the  island.  * 

Party  Leader  the. Rt.  Hon.  Edward-. 
Seaga,  Prime  Minister,  will  address 
the’  business  and  public  sessions  on  > 
February  11  and  12  at  the  National 
Arena. 

Deputy  Leader  and  Deputy  Prime 
Minister,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Hugh  Shearer^ - 
will  not  be  able  to  attend  this  year"* 
conference  for  the  first  time  in  many 
years  as  he  will  be  off  the  island. 

Making  these  announcements  yes^. 
terday  at  a  news  conference  at  th^ 
JLP  headquartcts  in  Kingston,  the 
General-Secretary,  MrJBrucc  Golding 
said  that  unlike  previous  years,  nonu^ 
nation  of  Party  officers  would  dcfi^ 
nitely  close  Friday  this  week.  He  said 
also  that  a  proposal  would  be  puf 
before  the  conference  that,  commcnc^ 
ing  next  year,  voting  for  officers  of 
the  Party  would  be  done  on  a  region¬ 
al  level  through  Area  councils. 

This  new  feature  could  not  bo 
instituted  this  year  as  it  would  require^ 
constitutional  amendment,  he  said. 

The  workshop  sessions  would  bc^ 
focussing  primarily  on  the  currenj 
poUcital  situation,  the  new  Parliamcn-i 
tary  order,  because  of  the  implica¬ 
tions  it: had  for  Members  of  Parlia^. 
ment,  and  “the  need  to  tty  to  mak^ 
some  further  progress  to  have  the? 
M.P.  seen  and  wracived  to  be  the 
representative  of  the  entire  constitu-^ 
ency.”  according  to  Mr.  Golding.  j 


,  Dfclegatcs  in  the  workshop  will 
exaniining  a  draft  constituency  ^otki 
programme  for  dtscussion  and  r^uic^ 
ment,  in  order  to  cfi^rc  that  all  thd 
constituencies  understood  what  then 
Party  expected  of  them  for  the  ensu?f 
ing  political  year,  Mr.  Golding  said, 
‘^Wc  are  seeking  to  involve  the 
Party  more  positively  in  the  constitu¬ 
ency  activities  and  it  is  for  that  reason 
that  we  arc  preparing  a  constituency 
work  programme  which  has  to  do 
with  things  like  representation  and  the 
sort  of  relationship  that  we  expect  the 
M.P.  will  maintain  with  various  or^-. 
nisations  and  civic  groups,”  Mr.  Gold¬ 
ing  said.  11  1  ' 

Mcmbeis  of  Parliament  will  also 
be  required  to  put  together  a  devel¬ 
opment  programme  to  tackle  the. 
problems  of  their  constituencies 
which  is  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Government  for  consideration. 

Once  the  work  programme  has 
been  finalised,  the  Party  would  be 
putting  in  place  machinery  to  mon¬ 
itor  the  performance  of  constitu-^ 
encics  against  the  work  programme 

_  to  measure  the  extent  to  which 

they  were  complying  to  the  measures 
required,  he  said. 

“This  is  something  that  we  have 
placed  a  lot  of  emphasis  on  and 
began  working  on  even  before  th^ 
General  Elections,  because  we  recc^ji 
nise  wut  it  is  not  enough  for  th^ 
Party  to  put  up  candidates,  win  an 
election  and  leave  it  up  entirely  to, 
the  M.Ps  to  carry  the  activities  at  the" 
constituency  level,”  he  added.  ^ 

Mr..  Golding  said  ^hat  the 
workshops  would  also  be  looking  at- 
the  Parish  Council  whose  role  has 
never  really  been  properly  defined,  as 
there  was  some  amount  of  ambiguity 


88 


4he  .C6uflciV  .w8K  .an  ' 
independently  elected  official  or 
whether  his  purpose  was  to  serve  as 

an  assistant  to  the  M.P. 

r 

“This  is  something  that  the  Coun- 
^  cillors  have  complained  to  us  about: 
that  they  are  not  quite  sure  what 
their  functions  arc.  In  some  constitu- 
.  cncies  you  find  that  they  arc  totally 
dominated  and  intimidated  by  the 
jM.P.,”  he  said. 

«  At  the  business  session  of  the 
Party  on  Saturday,  February  11,  an¬ 
nual  repons,  resolutions  and  election 
of  officers  would  be  dealt  with. 

The  main ,  feature  of  the  public 
session  on  the  following  Sunday  will 
be  the  keynote  speech  by  Mr.  Seaga 
which  will  deal  with  party  matters  as 

well  as  national  issues. 

*■- 

iThis  was  the  first  year  that  the 
J.L.P.  had  been  able  to  keq)  up  to 
the  time-table  set  for  conference, 
;Mr.  Golding  said.  A  decision  was 
taken  three  years  ago  that  the  date  of 
a:onference  should  be  changed  to 
early  in  the  year  from  the  usual 
“November  date,  but  difficulties  had 
been  experienced  in  the  last  two 
years  which  affcacd  the  proposed 
time-table. 

“This  year  we  have  been  able  to. 
keep  it  on  schedule  and,  hopefully, 
we’ll  be  able  to  keep  it  at  that, 
because  it  is  intended  that  our  con¬ 
ference  will  be  held  in  the  month  of 
.February,”  he  said. 
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FOREIGN-AID  MEASURES  ADDRESS  ECONOMIC  ISSUES 
Seaga  on  Budget  Deficit 
THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  4  Feb  84  pp  1,  3 


The  government  is  moving  to  reduce  the 
fiscal  budget  deficit  and  to  make  gains  on  the 
‘  balance  of  payments  situation  which  should 
lead  to  reduced  emphasis  being  placed  on^owth 
this  year,  Prime  Minister  and  Minister  of  Finance 
the  Rt.  Hon.  Edward  Seaga  said  yesterday  morning. 

The  country  has  no  alternative  but  to  come  to  grips  with 
the  deficit  in  the  fiscal  budget  and  «s  negative  balance  of 
payments  situation,  if  it  is  to  be  viable  and  benefn  from 
programmes  in  place  which  are  already  showing  tangible 
results,Mr.  Seaga  said. 

Opening  a  two-day  seminar  on  “1984,  The  Year  Ahead  ,  at  t  e 
lamaica  Pegasus  Hotel  in  New  Kingston,  Mr.  Seaga  said  the  country 
must  face  up  to  the  reality  of  adjustments  which  were  necessary  and 
would  create  hardship.  Discipline  was  required,  he  said. 


Management  Advisory  Services 
l.td.  are  the  oi^anisers  of  the  seminar 
which  is  targeted  at  top-level  and 
senior-level  executives  from  the  busi¬ 
ness  community,  with  the  aim  of 
‘  generating  positive  action  within  the 
private  sector  to  assist  the  country’s 
t^conomic  recovery. 

Mn  Seaga  referred  to  devaluation, 
liberalisation  of  the  beaucratic  sys- 
||[ein  surrounding  production,  and  the 
^Jecentupew  monetary  measures  — 

gmong  bther  Government  policies 
vhich  were  designed  to  increase 
^production  and  exports, 

\  .  Answering  a  question  at  the  end 
;pf  his  speech,  Mr.  Seaga  indicated 
\xhax  growth  this  year  should  be 
[moderate,  whether  positive  or  neg- 
llative.  ' 

Answering  another  question  as  to 


iKe  state  of  neg^otiatipns  with  the 
'international  Monetary  Fund,  Mr. 
Seaga  said  that  the  Government  and 
the  Fund  were  assessing  issues  on 
‘which  there  were  different  views, 
adding  that  the  Government  had 
submitted  its  Letter  q^f  Intent  to  the 

Fund.  . 

Earlier  in  his  speech,  Mr.  Seaga  in 
reporting  that  the  I.M.F.  discussions 
were  continuing,  said  he  believed 
that  silence  should  be  observed  while 
the  discussions  were  going  on.  He 
announced  that  he  would  he  making 
as  full  a  statement  as  possible  on  the 
economy  next  Thursday. 

Mr.  Seaga  reviewed  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  economic  recovery  pro¬ 
gramme,  stating  that  the  Government 
had  reversed  the  eight  years  of  neg¬ 
ative  growth  averaging  minus  2.3 
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percent  in  the' Tbs -to '  an  average* 
growth  rate  of  1 .7  percent  over  the 
past  three  years. 

The  Government,  he  said,  had  not 
been  successful  in  the  areas  of  reduc¬ 
ing  the  deficit  in  the  fiscal  budget 
and  the  balance  of  payments  ac¬ 
counts,  as  against  growth  in  other 
sectoral  areas  of  the  economy. 

The  downturn  in  the  bauxite/alu- 
niina  industry,  the  need  to  service 
debts  incurred  from  the  1970s,  and 
the  scarcity  of  foreign  exchange,  all 
had  aggravated  the  fiscal  budget  defi¬ 
cit  and  balance  of  payments  problems 
as  well  as  set  back  the 
programme  of  inflation  reduction. 
They  had  also  affected  investment,  he 
said. 

Reviewing  Government  strategies 
to  address  the  problem  of  “meaning¬ 
fully'’  reducing  the  fiscal  budget  gap 
and  improving  the  balance  of  pay¬ 
ment  situation,  Mr.  Seaga  said  the 
problem  should  be  better  dealt  with 
between  this  year  and  next  year,  but 
to  do  so  would  require  reduced  em¬ 
phasis  on  growth  this  year. 

Mr.  Seaga  noted  that  market  de¬ 
mand  for  bauxite  and  alumina  was 
improving  this  year.  If  the  levy  nego¬ 
tiations  were  concluded  on  a  satisfac- 


“tbry’basis,' fh’cn  the  industry  wouW  be' 
in  a  position  to  benefit  from  the 
increased  market  demand  and  rising 
prices  which  were  taking  place. 

In  moving  towards  a  surplus  in  the 
balance  of  payments  accounts,  Mr. 

‘  Seaga  said  it  was  irr\Dortani  for  earn¬ 
ings  from  the  tourism  sector  to  reach 
,  the  banking  sector. 

Referring  to  the  necessity  for  ad¬ 
justments  in  the  economy  which  were 
being  tackled  by  the  Government, 
Mr.  Seaga  at  this  point  stated  that  the 
country  had  to  face  up  to  the  reality 
of  the  adjustments  which  would  mean 
hardship  but  would  requin^  discipline. 

He  added  that  the  country  had  no 
alternative  but  to  come  to  grips  with 
the  problems  which  he  had  v’dentified, 
so  as  to  be  viable  and  ootain  the 
benefits  from  programmes  in  place 
which  were  already  showing  tangible 
results. 

He  endorsed  the  semiair  and 
wished  it  well. 

Mr.  Anthony  Griffiths,  managing 
director  of  Management  A€visory 
Services  Ltd.,  who  presided,  intro¬ 
duced  Mr.  Seaga.  Economist  Mr. 
Mark  Ricketts  said  thanks. 


EDF  Evaluation 


Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  6  Feb  84  pp  1,  3 


[Text] 


Dcyelopmenr  aid  provided  under  the 
European  Development  Fund  was  seen  to 
be  ‘‘compatible”  with  aid  offered  under 
the  Caribbean  Basin  Initiative  by  a 
spokesman  for  the  23-]man  team  from  the 
EDFj  who  visited  the  island,  touring  EDF- 
assisted  projects,  towards  the  end  of  last 

week.:  / .  ■  .  •  ' 

The  bde  condition  which  the  Fund  would  insist 
•  on,  said  the .  spokesman,  was  that  there  be  no 
overlapping  in  tne  assistance  being  offered/ 

At  a  prew  conference  t^hich  members  of  the 
visiting  team  gave  at .  the  Jamaica  Pegasus  Hotel 
shortly  before  their  departure  on  Saturday  evening, 
Mr.  Brendan  Scannell,  who  spoke  on  behalf  of  the 
.  group,  said  that  so  far  as  aid  from  other  organisa¬ 
tions  was  concerned,  the  only  concern  of  the  Fund 
was  that  the  scarce  rdiources  should  be  used  as 


wisely  as  possible,  without  any  duplication  of 
functions. 

There  was  room  for  compatibiliy,  he  said. 

The  visitors  toured  on  Friday  the  EDF-assisted 
banana  plantation  set  up  by  the  Banana  Board  in 
^easterh  St.  - Thomas;  and  Mr.  Scannell  said  that  40 
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percent  of  the  Fund’s  programme  was  devoted  to 

acricuhurc.  *•  .  * 

In  the  case  of  bananas,  the  maior  aim  was  to 
'  “get  the  island  back  on  its  feet  ”  so  that  production 
might  increase,  and  so  that  the  countiy  could  m^t 
its  commitments  for  export.  For  this  reason,  he 
said,  members  of  the  team  welcomed  the  new 
technology,  tissue  culture,-  being  utilized  there. 

In  its  tour  of  banana  cultivations  not  only  in 
Jamaica  but  in  four  other  Commonwealth  Caribbe¬ 
an  territories,  the  EDF  team  found  that  much 
emphasis  was  being  laid  on  increased  production. 

Mr.  Scannell  said  a  major  reason  for  their  visit 
iwas  to  “see  whether  the  projects  which  have  been 
ibuilt  into  the  aid  programme  are  in  fact  bein| 
implemented  or  are  in  process  of  implementation. 
Also,  the  visit  was  to  make  a  check  so  as  to  ensure 
that;  the  funds  allocated  to  such  projects  were  spent 
•■wisely.  • '  ‘ 

Speaking  about  projects  in  process  of  being 
implemented  and  others  which  were  still  in  the 
propoMl  stage,  Mr.  Scannell  said  that  Leevvard 
islands  Air  Transport ,  (LIAT)  had  submitted  a 
proposal  to  secure  aid  to  purchase  additional 

aircraft,  .  .  .  '  .  cz-n* 

This  was  an  application  for  1 6  million  ECU  s 
(European  Currency  Unit)  of  aid  from  the  Euro* 
'pean  Development  Fund,  and  10. million  ECU  s  as  a 
t  loan  from  .the;  Etm>pean  Bank.  The 

proposals  to  the  EDF  wouldbc  discussed  at  its 
meeting  on  February  14,  while  those  made  to  the 


EIB  would  be  discussed  on  February  17  when  the 
Ck>mmittec  of  the  Bank,  met  in  Luxembourg. 

Asked  about  trading  in  bananas,  Mr.  Scan* 
iicll  said  that  Jamaican  bananas  retained  the 
preferential  position  which  they  have  traditionally 
enjoyed  in  the  Rrisish  market. 

During  the  team’s  visit,  its  members  called 
on  the  Deputy  Prime  Minister,  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Hugh  Shcaren  visited  the  banana  cultivation  in  St. 
Thomas  as  well  as  a  school  there;  and  saw  micro¬ 
dams  in  Oarendon. 

On  Saturday,  they  held  discussions  with  the 
:Ch\cf  Executive  of  the  Jamaica  National  Export 
Corporation,  Mr.  Peter  King,  and  with  the  head 
of  the  National  Planning  Agency,  Dr.  Headley 
'Brown.  During  the  forenoon,  they  toured  the 
Mona  Campus  of  the  University  of  the  West 
Indies,  where  they  looked  at  buildings  and  equip¬ 
ment  funded  under  the  EDF  regional  aid  pro¬ 
gramme. 

Before  coming  to  Jamaica,  the  EDF  team 
visited  Guyana,  Barbados,  St.  Lucia,  Dominica 
and  Antigua  on  a  similar  mission,  touring  and 
ossessingprojects  funded  by  the  EDF. 

From  here,  they  left  for  London  on  the  way 
home. 

Taking  part  in  the  press  conference  were  the 
EEC  Delegate  to  Jamaica,  Mr.  Roger  Booth;  and* 
'Mr.  John  Tipping,  a  member  of  the  EEC  Dele¬ 
gation  to  Jamaica. 


EDF  Aid  Under  ACP-EEC 
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[Text]  Funding  for  two  new  projects  totalling  J$16.6  million  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  Mr.  Roger  Booth.  Delegate  of  the  Commission  of  the  European  Com- 
lZ.T±es  ln  Jamaica.  The  financing  is  to  be  dra^  from  the  total  allocatxon 
of  European  Development  Fund  (E.D.F.)  resources  for  Jamaica  amounting  to 
J$72.0  million  under  the  ACP—EEC  Lome  Convention. 

The  Citrus  Development  Project,  for  which  J$9.5  million 

was  drawn  up  between  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  the  Citrus  Growers  Asso 
elation.  The  project  will  make  available  loan  funds  to  farmers  with  up  t 
25  acres  of  citrus,  more  particularly  oranges  and  ortanlques.  The  credits 
will  be  channelled  through  the  Agricultural  Credit  Bank  and  the  People  s  o 
operative  Banks. 

The  purpose  of  the  loans  will  be  to  enable  citrus  farmers  to  rehabilitate 
thel?  orchards,  bringing  the  groves  back  into  peak  production.  The  funds  are 
expected  to  be  sufficient  for  up  to  300  farmers  with  a  total  area  of  J>J00 
acres  of  citrus.  National  production  of  citrus  fruits  are  expected  to  in 
crease  by  up  to  36,000  tonnes  annually,  for  both  local  and  export  markets,  as 
a  result  of  the  credit  programme  and  increased  extension  activity. 


The  project,  which  is  to  run  for  five  years  up  to  1989,  is  a  part  of  the 
AGRO  21  drive  to  redevelop  Jamaica  s  agriculture . 
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Rural  Electrification 


The  second  project,  which  is  funded  at  J$7.1  million,  was  designed  by  The 
Rural  Electrification  Programme  Ltd.  of  the  Ministry  of  Public  services. 

The  programme  aims  to  Improve  living  standards  in  the  rural  areas,  to  in¬ 
crease  productivity  in  the  agricultural  sector  and  Indirectly  to  help  stem 
the  migration  from  rural  areas  to  the  urban  centres. 

The  project  will  involve  the  design,  supply  of  electrical  materials  and  con- 
St ruction  of: — 

A)  154  extensions  to  the  distribution  system  of  a  total  length  lof  160  miles. 

B)  2,800  connections  to  new  users. 

C)  2,500  house-wiring  schemes. 

The  extensions  are  to  be  carried  out  in  13  of  the  14  parishes  of  Jamaica. 

The  programme  is  co-financed  with  the  Jamaican  Government.  The  EDF  funding  is 
to  meet  the  cost  of  the  procurement  of  all  equipment,  while  the  Jamaican  Gov¬ 
ernment  is  financing  the  works  contracts — also  at  a  cost  of  approximately 
J$7.0  million. 

Financing  decisions  on  these  two  new  projects  means  that  a  total  of  J$41.6 
million  has  now  been  approved  for  Jamaica  under  the  Lome  II  Convention. 

Three  other  substantial  projects  are  already  under  implementation:  namely, 
a  five-year  training  programme  costed  at  J$13.1  million;  support  for  Veterin¬ 
ary  Services  development  ($J3.0  million);  and  a  third  project  with  the  Board 
of  Revenue  consisting  of  a  grant  of  J$8.9  million  for  the  introduction  of 
electronic  data  processing  facilities  for  the  board  and  two  of  the  revenue 
departments. 


Bank-Black  Market  Conflict 
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[Text ]  traditional  role  of  the 

jcommercial  banks  as  alloca¬ 
tors  of  foreign  exchange  has 
j  ^en  usurped  fey  the  local 
!>Iack  market  and  the  banks 
:  lave  become  literal  onlookers 
I  of  a  market  exchange  in 
Vhich  they  are  playing  little 
)art,  a  prominent  banker  told 
he  Gleaner  yesterday. 

I  The  Banker  sard  th^t  since  the 
introducnon  of  the  new  regime  in 
iRrhich  the  foreign  exchai^  rates  had 


feeen  unified  and  which  was  recentty 
Adjusted  to  work  under  a  system  of 
piuctions  amon^t  Inkers,  the  for- 
pgn  exchai^e  intake  into  the  banks 

decreased  diamadcally. 

i-  He  said  that  mce  August  last  year 
the  intake  of  foreign  exchai^e  into 
the  commercial  banks  had  d^ped 
Jn  some  insc^ices  'by  as  much  as  50 
j>ercent,  and  de^ite  the  devaluation 
jpf  the  Jamaican  dollar  in  November 
l^little  has  happened  to  restore 
^ows” 

The  cuhrent  system  of  fixii^  buy¬ 
ing  and  selling  rates  for  foreign  ex- 
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change  through  auctions,  the  Banker 
said,  is  not  itself  bad  though,  he  said, 
“attempts  by  some  to  keep  prices 
down  Dy  artificial  means  is  having  an 
adverse  effea  in  the  marketplace.” 
This  sort  of  behaviour  he  said  “a- 
mounts  to  a  decision  that  the  bank¬ 
ing  system  will  not  allocate  foreign 
exchange  but  that  the  *Real  Market 
the  Black  Market  -  will  ”  Bankers 
aet  rates  daily  within  a  specified  band 
established  by  a  parity  order  signed 
by  the  Minister  of  Finance. 

On  Friday,  January  20,  in  what 
commercial  bankers  described  as  a 
triove  to  bring  exchange  rates  down 
to  “realistic  levels”  the  rate  of  ex- 
change  of  the  lamaican  dollar  against 
the  U-S.  dollar  improved,  moving 
from  J$3.38  (buying)  arid  J$3,40  (seli- 
irig)  per  U.S.  dollar  to  J$3»25  (buying) 
aihdj$3.30  (selling). 

The  bankers  said  then  that  the 
move  to  bring  the  rate  down  was 
i  agreed  among  themselves  in  an  at;- 


tempt  to  stem  a  situation  that  was 
getting  out  of  hand  in  which  the 
exchange  rate  would  get  so  high  that 
only  non-essential  but  essential 
goods  would  become  unbearably 
uncomfortable  and  expensive. 

But,  said  our  banking  ^urce  “We 
can  all  agonise  that  the  foreign  ex¬ 
change  rates  are  climbing  too  high 
^thus  making  some  goods  too  expen- 
■$ivc  for  some  people.  It’s  not  a 
leality  any  of  us  arc  nappy  with.  But 
:it  is  a  reality,  and  we  have  to  live 
with  it.  We  can  do  whatever  we 


w;ant...  supress  the  rates...but  in  the 
final  analysis  we  don’t  even  count. 
Because  the  people  that  matter...  the 
|>eople  that  have  foreign  exchange  to 
jtcll  and  those  that  want  to  .buy 
foreign  exchange,  are  ignoring  us  (the 
icommcrcial  banks)  completely.  We 
«don’t  count  at  all,  and  if  we  take  the 
^te  down  below  what  the  marker 
{forces  demand  then  we  can’t  expect 
but  to  be  disregarded.” 


"The  connnercial  banks  can  fix  foreign  exchange  at  the  lowest  end  of  the 
scale.  If  we  feel  that  the  true  worth  of  the  US  dollar  x.s  $3.25  and  we  set 
the  rate  at  that,  we  are  simply  taking  a  pipe  dream  to  its  logical  conclu- 
Sion;  but  it  does  not  ensure  us  any  foreign  exchange.  The  ®an  in  the  street 
Sows  he  can  get  in  the  region  of  J$3.80  to  J$4.10  per  U.S.  dollar  and  natur¬ 
ally,  he  would  sell  on  the  black  market  at  the  higher  rate  rather  than  accep 
a  much  lower  rate  from  the  bank." 

"Any  way  you  cut  it,  if  foreign  exchange  is  being  brought  and  sold,  and  our 
±^lZ7t±on  is  that  significantly  more  trade  is  taking  place  outside  than  in 
the  officially  sanctioned  system,  the  banks  do  not  have  the  wherewithal 
attract  foreign  exchange,  as  long  as  rates  are  being  kept  down  artificially. 

The  Banker  has  advocated  what  he  calls  "a  truly  market-based  system"  where 
market  forces  determine  levels  of  exchange  would  allow  for  a 
orderly  and  equitable  distribution  of  foreign  exchange.  He  said  that  the 
sitStLn  as  sit  now  stands,  is  in  effect  telling  the  legitimate  businessman 
that  the  commercial  banks  can  not  satisfy  his  need  for  foreign  exchange  to 
keep  production  going,  or  to  keep  his_ doors  open  and  so  he  must  resort  to 
illegality  -  get  his  funds  elsewhere." 

The  Banker  said,  that  in  his  opinion,  there  are  two  ways  only  to  allocate 
scarce  resources  -  the  market-based  approach  in  which  price  arbitrates,  and 
allocation  by  means  of  controls  such  as  licence  and  quota  restrictions,  which 
latter  have  proved  unsuccessful,  he  said. 

Describing  the  current  situation  as  "chaotic",  the  banker  said  that  the  cur¬ 
rent  system  of  foreign  exchange  distribution  which  does  not  have  the  comm 
Tial  bLks  at  its  centre,  is  most  undesirable  if  one  is  to  -y/— 

blance  of  order.  He  said  that  rates  set  by  the  banks  must  be  realistic. 
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reflecting  what  is 
forces  out  there., 
occur." 


happening  the  marketplace.  We  must  listen  to  the  market 
they  must  determine  the  correct  rates  at  which  trading  must 


"We  can  make  bold  statements,  and  have  the  noblest  of  intentions  but  despite 
to  jsf  commercial  bankers  in  pushing  the  exchange  rate  down 

.  U.S.$1  because  they  saw  this  as  the  'real  value'  of  the  money, 

leL  forLfdoll^r^  demanding  one  cent 

liars.  If  the  banks  were  allowed  to  operate  a  free  market  sys- 

fo’:  certain  gooL! 

thev  M  indefinitely.  Jamaicans  would  ultimately  decide  what 

they  would  or  would  not  buy,  and  traders  could  not  keep  marking-up  the  prices 
of  goods,  or  they  would  be  left  with  them  on  their  hands. 

derlf ''Stion^''^^^“f  from  any  other  people  given  an  or- 

I  ^  ^  economic  standards  and  processes,  Jamaicans  are  willing 

here  if ^the°oDDL^^^^^  ^nd  try  to  make  their  fortunes 

ere  if  the  opportunities  are  perceived  to  be  here.  Capital  flows  to  per- 

orilve^l^-^th^lLkef  s"-^^ 


Stone  Slap  at  'Optimism' 
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[Article  by  Carl  Stone] 


[Text]  Optimism  they  say  is  good  medicine  in  times  of  crisis.  But  like 
everything  else  too  much  of  it  is  damaging.  Our  Prime  Minister  has  been  a 
supreme  optimist  about  the  likely  prospects  for  the  economy  to  a  level  where  I 
wonder  sometimes  if  he  believes  in  miracles . 

However,  the  deepening  crisis  in  the  economy  seems  to  be  forcing  him  to  face 
some  hard  realities.  But  that  realism  might  have  arrived  Just  f  bU  too  late. 

S  optimism  (far  removed  from  reality)  Mr.  Seaga 

SuaS^and  r  achieve  rapid  growth  in  the  economy,  an  aL- 

quate  and  increased  flow  of  consumer  goods  (to  satisfy  voters)  while  at  the 

me  time  satisfying  IMF  priorities  for  economic  stabilisation.  These  objec¬ 
tives  were  inherently  contradictory  in  the  short  run.  The  measures  necesLry 

ILZTT  policies  that  cut  consumption  Sws!  redS 

on^^h  tighten  money  supply  and  credit  and  put  growth  objectives 

on  the  back-burner  hoping  that  after  stabilisation  is  achLved  those  other 
objectives  can  thereafter  be  pursued. 

SvL’^wL^^rT^  "consumption  increase"  objec- 

®  fueled  by  massive  borrowing  and  the  effect  has  thrown  the  objective 

window^'^*^^'^^  ^  ^  current  account  on  visible  trade  and  payments  through  the 
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Now  the  IMF  has  made  it  clear  time  and  time  again  that  its  principal  policy 
objective  is  adjusting  imbalances  in  balance  of  payments  and  trade.  The 
Fund's  Chief  Executive  recently  commented  on  improvements  in  Third  World ^ 
economies,  citing  reductions  in  balance  of  payments  deficits  as  the  key  indi¬ 
cator  of  this. 

In  the  October  25th  (1982)  review  of  economic  performance  of  developing  coun¬ 
tries  under  IMF  loan  support,  the  Fund  makes  the  issue  quite  explicit  by  stat¬ 
ing  in  that  report  that  "the  major  external  objective  of  fund  adjustment  pro¬ 
grammes  is  to  achieve  a  sustainable  balance  of  payments  position." 

It  is  part  of  the  politics  of  how  the  IMF  operates  that  our  government 
(favoured  as  it  has  been  by  strong  political  support  from  Washington)  has  been 
able  to  pursue  policies  which  have  massively  increased  the  negative  balance  on 
visible  trade  without  the  IMF  taking  a  hard  line  much  earlier. 


The  fact  that  the  inflation  rate  dropped  due  to  the  large  increase  in  consumer 
goods  supply  permitted  a  plausible  case  to  be  made  that  stabilisation  objec¬ 
tives  were  being  pursued,  but  while  that  was  happening  the  trade  deficit  was 
growing  to  mammoth  proportions.  Genuine  efforts  were  also  made  to  control  the 

budget  deficit. 

Now  that  the  Seaga  management  mystique  has  begun  to  rub  off  and  even  voices  in 
Washington  have  started  to  question  how  the  economi  is  being  run,  the  IMF^ 
technocrats  are  now  insisting  on  stabilisation  and  balance  of  payments  adjust¬ 
ments  being  placed  as  a  number  one  policy  priority. 


The  following  are  the  published  figures  on  the  trade  deficit  over  the  years. 
What  these  figures  show  is  the  gap  between  export  earnings  and  imports. 


Negative  balance 


years 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

1981 

1982 


on  visible  trade 

negative  balance 
on  visible  trade 
193  million  $ 
261  million  $ 
198  million  $ 
281  million  $ 
254  million  $ 
74  million  $ 
177  million  $ 
309  million  $ 
380  million  $ 
898  million  $ 
1,105  million  $ 


Under  IMF  pressure  the  PNP  government  was  forced  to  cut  the  trade  deficit  over 
the  1977-78  period  but  things  got  out  of  hand  betwween  1978  and  1980.  But 
since  the  JLP  came  to  power  the  deficit  has  multiplied  at  an  unprecedented 
rate  and  it  is  only  now  that  IMF  pressure  is  being  applied.  These  trade  defi¬ 
cits  have  aggravated  our  balance  of  payments  position. 
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As  government  spokesmen  have  admitted,  the  situation  has  further  deteriorated 
n  H  outflow  of  capital  caused  partly  by  currency  speculations 

(induced  by  our  unstable  and  upward  climbing  rate  of  exchange)  and  by  declin- 

prfvate  seSor/“  ,  its  policies  and  the  economy  by  the  Jamaican 

The  drastic  adjustments  now  to  be  applied  are  going  to  put  a  sharp  break  on 

has  economy.  Imports  are  to  be  slashL,  credit 

has  been  tightened,  the  budget  deficit  has  to  be  slashed,  the  supply  of  con¬ 
sumer  goods  IS  going  to  go  back  to  a  level  close  to  1980  when  the^JLP  came  to 

menr  i  deliver  a  harvest  of  disillusion- 

t.  These  painful  adjustments  should  have  come  in  1981-82  and  not  in  1984. 

Now  that  the  mF  technocrats  are  going  to  have  their  way,  we  can  be  sure  that 
the  stabilisation  objectives  are  going  to  be  vigorously  pursued.  Living  stan- 
host^of^^  Soing  to  fall  drastically.  Malnutrition,  unemployment  and  a  related 
^  social  problems  will  multiply.  The  big  issue  is  whether  the  stabili- 

The  flight  of  capital  leaving  the  country  is  reminiscent  of  a  similar  trek  of 
dollars  overseas  while  Manley  and  the  PNP  were  in  power.  It  is  the  surest 
sign  of  a  total  lack  of  confidence  in  an  economy.  To  the  extent  that  private 
business  has  lost  confidence  in  a  government  and  its  policies,  by  what^process 

^  ---  - 

The  government  constantly  cites  foreign  investment  and  the  opening  up  of  new 
investment  projects  as  an  indicator  of  business  confidence.  But  this  positive 

us^fuUv^’wr^rwb^^  overtaken  by  contrary  trends  which  threaten  to  take 

fully  back  to  where  we  were  when  we  tossed  out  the  PNP  government.  Indeed 
some  businessmen  are  arguing  that  we  are  not  only  back  theL  SeSy  but  tSt’ 

The  government's  financial  policies  have  been  confused,  ill-conceived  and 
partly  reapoaalble  for  the  panic  that  new  engulfs  prlvhe  sectrmItJvSons . 

The  new  set  of  financial  measures  being  introduced  and  the  painful  adiustments 
necessary  tc  restore  the  IMF  stabilisation  objective  might  Slrus  SiaLTtSe 
mnS  A  ^‘=^°“nting  sense  but  the  prospect  of  economic  recovery  now  seems 

t^Ma^tr™^^^  latLr™:f 

An  excess  of  optimism  is  clearly  not  necessarily  good  medicine. 

Minister  promised  to  deliver  97,000  jobs  and  declared  how  baux- 
earnings  were  going  to  be  a  major  boost  to  the  expected  upturn  in  the 

thrSe  mrjLP  "Alice  In  Wonderland"  economics.  At 

the  time  my  JLP  friends  accused  me  of  promoting  anti-JLP  propaganda.  It  is 

not  just  that  there  was  an  excess  of  optimism  but  rather  that  it  inspired 
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confused  policies,  poor  timing  in  the  sequencing  of  policy  priorities,  policy 
inconsistencies  that  have  had  to  be  corrected  by  constant  changes  on  policy 
direction  and  a  seeming  lack  of  a  clear  grasp  of  the  levers  of  policy  making 
that  has  rapidly  eroded  the  fund  of  confidence  Mr.  Seaga  started  with  in  1980. 

We  hope  for  the  country’s  sake  that  the  pieces  can  be  put  back  together  again. 

Venezuelan  Bauxite  Purchase 

Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  7  Feb  84  p  1 

[Text]  AN  ARRANGEMENT  has  been  concluded  with  the  Venezuelan  State  Alumina 
Company  (VENALUM)  under  which  it  will  pay  in  advance  for  the  entirty  of  its 
contracted  1984  alumina  supply  by  the  Bauxite  and  Alumina  Trading  Company 
(BATCO),  amounting  to  210,000  metric  tonnes,  thereby  guaranteeing  the  sale. 

This  has  been  announced  by  the  Hon.  Hugh  Hart,  Minister  of  Mining  and  Energy, 
who  returned  from  Venezuela  over  the  weekend.  Mr.  Hart  was  leader  of 
Jamaica's  delegation  to  the  inauguration  on  Thursday,  February  2,  in  Caracas, 
of  the  new  Venezuelan  President,  Dr.  Jaime  Lusinchi. 

The  arrangement  with  VENALUM  is  part  of  an  existing  contract,  through  Jamaica 
Bauxite  Mining  Limited  and  BATCO,  under  which  Jamaica  has  been  supplying  Vene¬ 
zuela  with  alumina  for  a  number  of  years. 

Venezuela  has  agreed  to  continue  taking  Jamaica's  alumina  notwithstanding  the 
recent  installation  of  its  own  alumina  refinery.  Interalumina. 

Mr.  Hart  also  started  that  the  new  President  of  Venezuela,  to  whom  he  conveyed 
a  personal  congratulations  from  Prime  Minister  Seaga,  and  the  good  wishes  of 
the  Jamaican  people,  had  expressed  his  desire  for  a  continuation  of  the  close 
relationship  betweet  the  two  countries,  and  his  admiration  for  Jamaica's  Prime 
Minister. 

While  in  Caracas,  Mr.  Hart  had  a  number  of  meetings  with  trading  and  other 
j-02.ations .  Among  these  was  a  meeting  with  Dr.  Jerman  Luis  Soriano,  President 
of  the  Venezuelan  Investment  Fund. 

Mr.  Hart  was  also  a  special  guest  at  a  luncheon  hosted  by  Dr.  Umberto  Calderon 
Berti,  President  of  Petroleos  de  Venezuela,  S.A.,  at  which  he  was  able  to  meet 
with  officials  from  the  Venezuelan  oil  company  with  which  Jamaica  primarily 
deals  with  respect  to  crude  supplies  from  that  country,  as  well  as  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  Oil  Ministries  from  other  O.P.E.C.  countries. 

Mr.  Hart  had  a  brief  informal  discussion  with  President  Bellisario  Bentancur, 
of  Colombia,  who  re-affirmed  that  he  was  looking  foreard  to  receiving  Jamai¬ 
ca's  proposals  for  regional  co-operation. 

At  a  meeting  between  President  Betancur  and  Jamaica's  Prime  Minister  in  Quito 
earlier  this  year,  the  possibility  of  Colombia  supplying  coal  to  Jamaica 
linked  with  the  supply  of  Jamaican  alumina  to  a  proposed  aluminium  smelter  in 

Colombia  was  discussed. 
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Mr,  Hart  is  to  visit- Colombia  shortly  to  pursue  these  discussions  with  his 
Colombian  counterpart,  Sr.  Carlos  Martinez. 


Included  in  Jamaica's  delegation  to  the  Presidential  inauguration  were  the 
Hon,  Dr,  Neville  Gallimore,  Minister  of  State  in  the  Ministry  of  Foreign 
Affairs;  and  Mr,  Reginald  Philips,  Jamaica's  Ambassador  to  Venezuela. 

Mr.  Hart  was  accompanied  by  his  wife. 


JMA  Concern 


Kingston  THE -DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  9  Feb  84  p  15 


[Text] 


Concern  at  the  Government’s  new 
monetary  policies  and  the  resulting  neg¬ 
ative  effects  on  production  and  exports 
has  been  expressed  by  the  Jamaica  Man- 
,  ufacturers  Association. 

A  statement  issued  following  its  regular  meet- 
i  ing  on  Tuesday,  at  which  the  JMA  Executive 
considered  the  implications  of  the  mesaures  out¬ 
lined  in  Ministry  Paper  No.  5  of  January  24,  said; 

“The  12  percent  ceiling  on  credit  is  most 
devastating  when  one  considers  that  total  loans  and 
advances  in  1982  were  31  percent  higher  than  in 
1981  and  up  to  September  1983  (the  latest  date  lor 
which  figures  are  available)  the  increment,  when 
compared  to  a  similar  period  in  the  previous  year, 
was  27.7  percent. 


In  the  case  of  the  manufacturing  sector,  the 
I  ooT  "  advances  as  at  September 

1983  was  $94.1  million  or  31.3  percent  over  the 
comparable  period  in  1983. 


„  guidelines  will  mean  an  incremental 

allocation  to  the  manufacturing  sector  significantly 
less  than  even  the  nine-month  figures  for  1983. 

“In  spite  of  all  the  difficulties  our  sector 
recorded  positive  growth  in  1983.  We  have  been 
gearing  up  to  take  advantage  of  the  CBI  and  other 
opportunities.  While  we  are  sure'this  could  not  be 
the  intention,  the  new  measures  will  result  in 
rearing  away  some  of  the  foundations  we  are  trying 
to  build. 

“The  Jamaica  Manufacturers’  Association  is  of 
the  view  that  these  measures  will  squeeze  the 
j  economy  to  such  as  extent  that  production  and 
exports. 


“We  are  therefore  strongly  requesting  Govem- 
ment  to  re-consider  the  new  measures  in  light  of 
:  the  severe  hardship  they  will  inflict  oh  the  econ- 
.  omy  in  terms  of  business  closures,  reduaion  of 
,  jobs  and  negative  effects  on  production  and  export 
i  earnings.” 
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Seaga  on  New  Budget  Assessment 
Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  10  Feb  84  pp  1,  3 

[Text]  PRIME  MINISTER  EDWARD  SEAGA  said  last  night  that  new  areas  of  adjust¬ 
ment  in  the  economy,  including  a  review  of  the  Recurrent  Budget  and  its  cost 
to  ensure  surpluses  to  finance  capital  expenditure  for  urgent  areas  of  need, 
will  be  detailed  to  the  nation  next  week  when  negotiations  with  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Monetary  Fund  are  completed. 

Mr.  Seaga  was  giving  a  large  gathering  of  representatives  of  the  private  and 
public  sectors,  diplomats  and  other  members  of  the  public  a  three-year  update 
on  the  state  of  the  economy,  at  the  Bank  of  Jamaica  auditorium  in  Kingston. 

He  said  that  the  meeting  signalled  the  beginning  of  a  series  in  which  he  would 
be  taking  the  Government's  case  to  the  public  where  "it  can  be  reasoned  by  us 
with  the  people  we  represent,  not  by  propagandist." 

The  Prime  Minister  told  the  meeting: 

"We  must  now  begin  a  process  of  developing  new  levels  of  resources  instead  of 
borrowing  to  close  the  gaps  in  the  budgetary  (or  fiscal  account)  and  balance 
of  payment  accounts,  failing  which  we  will  not  be  able  to  structure  the  econ¬ 
omy  on  a  self-sustaining  basis,  and  what  has  been  re-built  will  be  gravely 
prejudiced  in  the  near  future. 

"This  will  mean  a  review  of  the  Recurrent  Budget  and  its  costs,  to  ensure  that 
we  develop  once  again  the  surpluses  we  lost  in  the  1970s  in  order  to  help  fi¬ 
nance  capital  expenditure  for  urgent  areas  of  need  such  as  roads  and  water 
supplies . 

"This  compression  of  costs,  together  with  increased  revenues,  will  put  the 
economy  back  on  track  with  major  steps  to  reduce  the  (budget)  deficits  towards 
a  sustainable  level. 

"I  will  develop  the  details  on  these  areas  of  adjustments  as  soon  as  I 
complete  negotiations  with  the  I.M.F.  which  are  scheduled  to  take  place 
between  the  managing  director  and  myself  in  Washington  on  Monday ,  after  which 
the  package  will  go  to  Cabinet  for  final  approval." 

Mr.  Seaga  said  that  there  was  a  compelling  need  to  bring  the  Budget  deficit 
down  without  heavy  reliance  on  the  bauxite  levy  to  do  so. 

"This  is  a  compelling  need  and  this  year's  programme  will  set  a  course  to  be 
followed  to  enable  us  to  do  so  and  to  continue  to  do  so,  until  the  deficit  is 
in  the  range  of  5%  of  GDP,  at  which  level  we  will  have  restored  the  Budget  to 
a  level  of  sustainable  financing  without  excessive  borrowings,"  he  said. 

Mr.  Seaga  said  that  the  programme  of  structural  adjustment  was  now  past  its 
halfway  mark  and  was  being  implemented  smoothly  and  effectively.  Of  the  35 
undertakings  under  the  adjustment  programme,  10  had  already  been  fully 
implemented,  eleven  were  on  target  to  achieve  full  implementation,  and  14  were 
partially  Implemented. 
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He  said  rti'afuhc  prob- 
:  lems  which  the  country 
faced  were  not  to  be 
laid  at  the  door  of  “mas¬ 
ter  strategies”  and  poli¬ 
cies  being  pursuecf  by 
the  Government,  but 
jhad  their  genesis  in  the 
•single  factor  of  reduced 
I  foreign-exchange  earn¬ 
ings  occasioned  by  a 
dramatic  fall  in  bauxite 
production  due  to  the 
international  recession. 
Mr.  Seaga  said  that  the 
reduced  flow  of  bauxite 
earnings  had  generated 
.  shortfalls  both  in  the 
foreign  exchange  and 
rcvetiufc  flows,  since  the 
bauxite  levy  was  a  prin¬ 
cipal  source  of  revenue 
to  finance  the  Budget; 
and,  accordingly,  the 
shortfall  had  left  the 
budgetary  gaps  in  for¬ 
eign  exchange  and  reve¬ 
nue  which  were  the 


•jsbutce*  of  the  grave' 
problems  the  country 

“The  end  result  is  that 
there  remains  to  be 
closed  budgetary  gaps 
which  arc  at  levels 
which  prejudice  the  sur¬ 
vival  ot  the  economy. 
“Until  a  better  strategy 
appears,  if  it  does,  let  us 
thereftre  give  the  course 
of  action  we  have 
plotted  to  effea  both 
‘economic  recovery  and 
•economic  adjustment 
'the  continued  support 

^hich  has  so  far  enabled 
these  strategies  to 
achieve  marked  levels  of 
'^Success  in  turning  the 
negative  direction  of  the 
1970s  into  a  positive, 
and  in  building  new  for- 
eign-cxchange-earning 
sectors  to  reduce  the 
influence  of  bauxite.”. 


Devaluation  Denial 
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[Text]  ’  Fcais  of  a  further  devaluation  of 

Jamaican  dollar  and  increases  in 
prices  of  petrol,  wdiich  were 
ito^ured  to  be  the  reasons  for 
P^me  Miritster  Edward  Se^  calling 
^  meeting  with  the  private  sector  in 
Bank  of  Jamaicans  auditorium 
S^terday,  were  laid  to;  rest  by  Mr. 
^aga  himself  during  his  q>eech  to 
^|lic  large  gathering. 

V  ^  Mr.  $eag^  who  was  obviously 
Ific^uainted  with  the  rumours  which 
like  a  wild  fire  through  the 
piy  ;)^terday  and  could  even  be 
^ard  above  the  chatter  and  clinking 
^  cbcktail  glasses  prior  to  his  arrival, 
i^d  the  meeting: 


.  ^his  gathering  was  not  assem¬ 
bled,  as  many  or  you  ejected,  to 
announce  a  new  ^  price  or  new 
devaluation,  but  to  create  a  better 
understandiim  of  where  we  are  com¬ 
ing  from  ana  where  we  are.  going  to, 
the  ttim-around  diat  we  nave  ef- 
fe^ed,  ^  adjustment  we  have 
made,  with  success  that  is  belittled 
arid  often  over4ooked,  and  the  rc- 
m^ng  ground  to  cover  where  suc¬ 
cess  has  duded  its”. 

When  Mr.  Seaga  ended  his 
q>eech,  he  nmde  himself  available  to 
answer  any  iguestions  which  might 
have  arisen,  but  a  clearly  surprised 
audience  sat  silently  until  he  left  die 
auditorium. 


Exchange  Control  Amendment 
Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  10  Feb  84  p  1 

[Text]  A  Bill  seeking  to  amend  the  Exchange  Control  Act  to  empower  the  Minis- 
ter  of  Finance  to  issue  directions  to  persons  engaged  in  any  trade  or  business 
whereby  foreign  currency  or  gold  is  earned,  was  tabled  by  Prime  Minister  and 
Minister  of  Finance,  the  Rt.  Hon.  Edward  Seaga,  in  the  House  of  Represente** 
tives  on  Tuesday. 
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The  Bill  aims  at  amending  the  Exchange  Control  Act  in  order  to  empower  the 
Minister  to  issue  directions  to  persons  engaged  in  any  trade  or  business 
whereby  foreign  currency  or  gold  is  earned,  in  order  to  ensure  that  such 
foreign  currency  is  remitted  to  Jamaica  and  offered  for  sale  in  the  manner 
specified  by  the  Minister  in  the  directions. 

Persons  who  fail  to  comply  with  any  directions  of  the  Minister  shall  be  liable 
under  the  amendment  to 

(a)  on  conviction  in  a  Resident's  Magistrate's  Court  to  a  fine  not  exceeding 
$50,000  or  to  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  years  or  both  fine  and 

imprisonment;  and 

(b)  on  conviction  before  a  Circuit  Court  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  three  times 
the  value  of  the  gold  or  foreign  currency  or  $100,000,  whichever  is  the 
greater,  or  to  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding  ten  years  or  to  both  fine 
and  imprisonment. 

Provision  is  also  made  whereby  a  director,  general  manager,  secretary  or  other 
similar  officer  of  a  body  corporate  shall  be  deemed  to  be  guilty  of  an  offence 
without  his  consent  or  connivance  and  that  he  was  diligent  in  preventing  the 
commission  of  the  offence. 


CSO:  3298/522 


COUNTRY  SECTION 


JAMAICA 


TOTAL  LOCAL  RICE  REQUIREMENT  TO  BE  MILLED  HERE 
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[Text]  Prime  Minister  Edward  Seaga  has  announced  the  conclusion  of  negotia¬ 
tions  of  a  major  project  under  Agro-21  to  mill  Jamaica's  full  requirements  of 
rice  annually. 


Essential  element  of  the  proposal  for  the  project,  a  Jamaica  House  news  re¬ 
lease  said,  is  that  a  joint  venture  company  will  be  established  in  Jamaica 
between  the  Taylor /Cross  Group  of  the  U.S.A.,  the  Jamaica  National  Investment 
and  the  Jamaica  Commodity  Trading  Company  (JCTC) ,  with  the 
JNIC/ JCTC  holding  51/i  of  the  equity  split. 


Mr.  Seaga  said  the  joint  venture  company  would  undertake  the  establishment  of 
facility  capable  of  producing  40,000  tons  of  finished  white  rice. 
:?  process  brown  rice—that  is,  de-hulled  paddy  rice— imported  by 

the  JCTC  from  the  United  States  or  from  other  sources  in  the  initial  stages. 

The  cost  of  the  mill  has  been  estimated  at  approximately  U.S.$2  million,  in¬ 
cluding  site  works  and  the  installation  of  equipment  but  excluding  buildings. 

The  company  will  also  undertake,  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  1,000  acres  of  land  over  the  next  two  years,  in  Westmoreland,  for 
the  cultivation  of  rice;  and  will  also  assist  and  guide  small  farmers  in  the 
development  of  efficient  capabilities  for  the  farming  of  rice  to  be  milled  by 
the  joint  venture  company.  ^ 


The  mill  is  to  be  located  in  the  Montego  Bay  Freeport  area  of  St.  James. 

At  the  present  time,  Jamaica  imports  60,000  tons  of  rice  per  annum  and  the 

intention,  the  Prime  Minister  said,  is  to  supply  the  maximum  amount  of  rice 

from  local  production.  This,  he  said,  is  now  the  subject  of  a  separate  pro¬ 
ject  being  developed  to  identify  suitable  lands  and  farmers. 


CSO:  3298/524 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


JAMAICA 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ELECTIONS,  SET  FOR  MARCH,  POSTPONED 
Kingston  THE  DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  2  Feb  84  pp  1,  3 

[Text]  Local  Government  elections  due  Constitutionally  for  March  this  year 
will  be  postponed  to  allow  for  the  new  electoral  system  to  be  put  in  place, 
according  to  the  General  Secretary  of  the  Jamaica  Labour  Party,  Mr.  Bruce 
Golding. 

Mr.  Golding  said  yesterday  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  "I  don't  have  the 
authority  to  either  call  Local  Government  elections  or  postpone  them,  I'm  just 
indicating  to  you  my  understanding  of  the  intentions  of  the  Government." 

Speaking  at  a  news  conference  called  to  announce  plans  for  the  JLP's  annual 
general  conference  this  year,  he  said  that  he  could  not  give  any  spicific  time 
as  to  when  the  elections  would  be  called. 

"The  law  says  that  the  elections  must  be  held  no  later  than  June  of  the  year 
in  which  the  three  years  that  Councillors  held  office  has  expired,"  he  said. 

Mr.  Golding  added  that  the  processing  of  the  identification  cards  and  the 
registration  documents  for  the  new  Voters  List  was  now  proceeding.  However, 
there  were  some  problems . 

The  machine  which  printed  from  a  processed  negative  information  for  the  ID 
card  had  been  malfunctioning  but  the  suppliers  had  quickly  responded  to  a  call 
to  fix  it.  Technicians  had  been  sent  from  England  to  correct  the  fault  and 
the  machine  was  back  in  service,  but  he  did  not  know  whether  a  similar  situa¬ 
tion  would  arise. 

"I  couldn't  give  an  indication  at  this  stage  as  to  how  soon  the  process  will 
be  through.  We're  still  looking  towards  the  middle  of  the  year  in  terms  of 
completing  the  system,"  he  said. 

Once  the  system  was  in  place,  the  Government  would  have  to  address  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  date  of  Parish  Council  elections,  Mr.  Golding  said. 

On  the  question  of  the  Electoral  Advisory  Committee  and  the  JLP's  position 
after  the  term  of  office  of  its  members  expired  in  March,  he  said  that  the 
Party  had  taken  the  position — and  had  so  advised  the  Committee — that  the 
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J.L.P.  would  not  want  to  have  a  situation  where  it  had  representatives  on  the 
Conunittee  if  the  PNP  did  not  have  representatives  there  either. 

"We  would  not  want  to  in  any  way  injure  or  do  violence  to  the  balance  that  has 
prevailed  on  that  Committee,"  he  said,  adding  that  the  Committee  had  indicated 
to  the  Party  that  it  would  be  somewhat  disturbed  if  both  sides  were  not  on  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  Golding  said  that  he  was  advised  that  the  P.N.P.  representatives  had  re¬ 
sumed  attending  meeting. 

In  March,  he  said,  the  appointment  of  nominated  members  of  the  Committee  would 
expire;  and  the  law  provided  that  the  members  were  appointed  on  the  advice  of 
the  Prime  Minister  and  of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition. 

Whatf^the  J.L.P.  wished  to  do  to  ensure  that  "the  manifestation  of  the  integ¬ 
rity"  was  maintained  was  to  consult  with  the  P.N.P. ,  because  under  the  law  the 
Prime  Minister  exercised  the  functions  of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  in  the 
absence  of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition. 

The  P.N.P.  would  be  consulted  to  find  out  who  were  the  representatives  they 
would  like  to  have  on  the  Committee  and  to  have  this  formalised  through  the 
legal  process  the  same  legal  process  that  was  used  in  the  appointment  of  the 
Opposition  Senators,  he  said. 

The  new  situation  also  raised  the  question  of  the  appointment  of  scrutineers, 
Mr.  Golding  said.  The  law  stated  that  in  order  for  a  political  party  to  have 
the  right  to  appoint  scrutineers  it  must  have  a  minimum  of  five  Elected  Mem¬ 
bers  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  question  as  to  how  the  P.N.P.  could  protect  its  own  interest  in  an  enumer¬ 
ation  would  have  to  be  addressed,  he  said.  This  could  be  done  on  the  basis  of 
allowing  the  P.N.P.  to  have  observers,  except  that  these  would  not  be  legally 
recognised  as  scrutineers. 

"One  of  the  things  we  are  not  prepared  to  do  is  to  violate  the  law  because  of 
any  whimsical  decision  of  any  political  party,"  he  said. 

Mr.  Golding  said  that  the  J.L.P.  was  not  seeking  to  exploit  or  take  advantage 
of  the  political  situation,  but  was  prepared  for  discussion,  and  it  was  hoped 
that  in  those  discussions  we  don't  run  into  any  sort  of  arrogance,  as  we  are 
not  proposing  to  display  anything  of  that  sort." 
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DRIVE  AGAINST  PRAEDIAL  LARCENY~A  SEVEN-MAN  committee,  with  Deputy  Commission¬ 
er  of  Police,  Mr.  R.  K.  Ebanks,  as  Chairman,  to  monitor  and  advise  on  all  as¬ 
pects  of  the  function,  deployment  and  activities  of  Agricultural  Wardens  has 
been  appointed  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Dr.  Percival  Broderick.  The 
Committee  will  be  comprised  of  the  Chairman,  who  is  in  charge  of  wardens  under 
the  responsibility  given  to  the  Commissioner  of  Police;  and  a  representative 
from  each  of  the  following  organisations:  the  Jamaica  Agricultural  Society, 
the  All-Island  Banana  Growers  Association,  the  Jamaica  Livestock  Association, 
the  Ministry  of  National  Security,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  The  Agricul¬ 
tural  Wardens  will  also  be  represented  on  the  Committee.  The  appointment  of 
the  Committee  is  based  on  complaints  about  the  effectiveness  of  the  Agricul¬ 
tural  Wardens,  Dr.  Broderick  said  yesterday,  adding  that  the  establishment  of 
the  wardens'  force  was  only  one  component  of  the  Government's  approach  in  the 
attempt  to  deal  with  the  problem  of  praedial  larceny.  [Excerpt]  [Kingston  THE 
DAILY  GLEANER  in  English  6  Feb  84  p  1] 

RISE  IN  CHICKEN  PRICES— CHICKEN  MEAT  goes  up  in  price  to  $2.75  per  lb.  retail 
and  $2.39  per  lb.  wholesale  from  tomorrow.  The  new  prices  reflect  increases 
of  330  per  lb.  retail  and  28o  per  lb.  wholesale.  The  increases  were  announced 
yesterday  by  Carrick  Foil  Ltd.,  Jamaica  Broilers  Ltd.,  Caribbean  Broilers  Ltd. 
and  Jamaica  Poultry  and  Agricultural  Company  Ltd.  A  joint  statement  issue 
by  the  four  companies  said:  "Effective  Monday,  February  6,  1984 ,  the  price 
of  broiler  meat  will  be  as  follows — wholesale  $2.39  per  lb.,  retail  $2.75  per 
lb.  The  broiler  companies  regret  that  this  has  become  necessary  due  to  in¬ 
creases  in  the  cost  of  production.  The  public  is  asked  to  note  that  the  re¬ 
tail  price  of  $2.75  per  lb.  will  be  subject  to  monitoring  by  the  Prices  Com 
mission".  The  previous  increase  was  in  September  last  year  when  the  prices 
went  up  to  $2.11  per  lb.  wholesale  and  $2.42  per  lb.  retail.  A  spokesman  for 
the  companies  said  yesterday  that  the  Increases  were  due  to  the  following 
factors:  — The  foreign-exchange  rate  resulting  from  the  devaluation  of  t  e 
Jamaican  dollar  which  affects  such  inputs  as  hatching  eggs,  medication,  pack¬ 
ing,  capital  equipment,  and  spare  parts.  — Increases  in  the  prices  of  gaso 
lene  and  electricity.  — Increased  rates  to  contract  farmers  and  wages  to 
workers.  The  spokesman  added  that  the  industry  absorbed  all  the  increased 
rates  for  the  month  of  January.  Costings  by  the  companies  were  submitted  to 
the  Prices  Commission  and,  following  investigation  by  the  Commission,  the  new 
prices  were  agreed  on.  [Text]  [Kingston  THE  SUNDAY  GLEANER  in  English  5  Feb 
84  p  1] 
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DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC  MISSION— The  Consulate  of  the  Dominican  Republic  in  Jamaica 
has  been  upgraded  to  an  Embassy  and  Rafael  Ludovino  Fernandez  who  has  held  the 
post  of  Consulate  General  since  August  1982  has  been  appointed  Charge  d'Af- 

faires  ad  hoc  and  Minister  Counsellor.  [Excerpt]  [Kingston  THE  SUNDAY  GLEANER 
in  English  12  Feb  84  pp  13,  24] 
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CREDENTIALS  OF  THREE  NEW  AMBASSADORS — Mexico’s  Foreign  Secretary  Bernardo 
Sepulveda  Amor  today  received  copies  of  credential  letters  from  the  new 
ambassadors  to  Mexico  from  Cyprus,  Boliva  and  Finland.  A  communique  from 
the  Mexican  press  reported  that  the  new  ambassadors  are:  from  Cyprus, 
Christoforo  U.  Charlambos;  Boliva,  Mario  V.  Guzman;  and  Finland,  Pentti 
Talvitie.  Within  the  next  few  days,  the  original  letters  will  be  presented 
to  President  Miguel  de  la  Madrid,  according  to  the  Foreign  Secretariat. 
[Text]  [FL111320  Mexico  City  NOTIMEX  in  Spanish  0206  GMT  10  Feb  84] 
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PARTY  LEADERS  DEBATE  NEW  BUDGET;  RADIO  CHIDED 


Bramble,  Osborne  Exchange 

Plymouth  THE  MONTSERRAT  TIMES  in  English  Christmas  83  Supplement 


[Text]  The  Leader  of  the 

Opposition  Progressive 
Democratic  Party.  Mr.  P, 
Austin  Bramble  (Plymouth) 
and  his  colleague,  Mr.  E. 
A.  Dyer.  (Central), 
charged  Mr.  John 
Osborne’s  Administration 
for  leading  the  island  Into 
the  present  economic 
recession  during  the 
debate  on  the  1983 
budget  last  Monday. 

Mr.Bramble,  a  former 
Chief  Minister,  described 
Mr.  Osborne’s  budget  as 
“a  mixture  of  falsehoods 
and  deceptions  which  no 
right-thinking  person  can 
take  seriously.  ** 

Pointing  out  that  the 
budget  came  five  years 
after  Mr.  Osborne’s 
People’s  Liberation 
Movement  took  office, 
Mr.  Bramble  claimed  that 
"the  Government  is  still 
unable  to  produce  a  single 
workable  new  idea  for 
economic  development.” 

He  cited  the  Customs 
Service  Tax  on  imports  r 


including  food,  medi¬ 
cines  and  building 
materials,  the  tax  on 
money  coming  into  the 
island  and  the  low  profile 
of  the  DFMC  as  evidence 
of  Government’s  failure. 

The  opposition  leader 
said  the  Government  had 
demoralized  the  civil 
service  and  failed  to 
increase  public  assist¬ 
ance  payments  since  it 
took  office. 

He  wondered  how 
Government  Ministers 
could  enjoy  their  own 
Increased  salaries  while 
neglecting  the  less 
fortunate  members  of  the 
community. 

Mr. Dyer,  a  former 
Minister  for  Communica¬ 
tion  and  Works,  sup¬ 
ported  Mr.  Bramble's 
charges  of  Government’s 
failure. 

In  his  reply,  Mr. 
Osborne  cited  the 
increases  granted  to  civil 
servants  by  his  Gk>vern- 
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unpaged 
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ment  to  refute  the  charge 
of  demoralizing  the  civil 
servants. 

“Mr.  Bramble  never 
gave  them  an  increase  in 
five  years,”  he  declared. 

The  Chief  Minister 
vehemently  denied 
charges  of  corruption 
against  his  government. 
"None  of  my  Ministers  are 
corrupt,  one  man  did 
something  wrong  and  i 
dismissed  him,”  he  said. 

it  was  Mr.  Osborne's 
Government  that  intro¬ 
duced  a  levy  on  foreign 
money  coming  into  the 
island,  but  stung  by 
opposition  criticisms,  he 
claimed  that  his  govern¬ 


ment  had  inherited  the 
unpopular  levy. 

Despite  unprecedent¬ 
ed  ste^  Increases  in 
Government’s  tractorirtg 
rates,  the  lack  of  effective 
marketing  services  and 
the  rising  quantity  of  agri¬ 
cultural  imports.  Mr, 
Osborne  claimed  that  his 
Government  had  done 
much  to  encourage  and 
deveiop  agriculture. 


It  is  Mr.  Brambie’s 
Government,  he  said, 
which  had  destroyed  the 
Deveiopment  Finance 
and  Marketing  Corpora¬ 
tion  by  giving  loans  to 
persons  who  could  not 
repay. 


Radio  Boycott  of  Opposition 

Plymouth  THE  MONTSERRAT  TIMES  in  English  Christmas  83  Supplement  unpaged 

[Text]  The  government-owned  Radio  station,  ZJB,  totally  blocked  the  Opposi 
tion  from  its  report  on  the  1983  Budget  debate  on  Monday ,  December  19th. 

Sources  highly  placed  quoted  the  Chief  Minister's  Permanent  Secretary  Dr. 
Joseph  Weekes  as  saying  that  it  was  against  official  policy  to  allow  the 
Radio  Station  to  include  live  inserts  from  any  of  the  two  Opposition  “ambers, 
Mr.  P.  Austin  Bramble  (Plymouth)  and  Mr.  Eustace  A.  Dyer  (Central) .  And  the 
civil  servants  at  Radio  Montserrat  obeyed  their  instructions. 

"And  now  let  us  pick  up  the  debate  on  the  1983  Budget ^ from  Chief  Minister 
John  Osborne's  reply  Opposition  Leader  Austin  Bramble  s  criticisms,  ^ 
newscaster  said  at  7.15  p.m.  last  Monday  night.  From  then  the  Radio  station 
broadcast  over  thirty  minutes  of  the  Chief  Minister  s  defence  of  his  govern 
ment  and  occasional  attacks  on  the  Opposition. 
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Former  Official's  Assessment 


Plymouth  THE  MONTSERRAT  TIMES  in  English  Christmas  83  p  4 
[Article  by  A.  Howson] 


We  are  in  league  with 
St.  Kitta  in  the  December 
Budget  business  this 
year  «3.  Trinidad,  which 
normally  has  the  budget 
in  either  November  or 
December  will  postpone 
their  budget  until  early  in 
1964.  Montserrat  will  also 
be  the  only  GARICOM 
country  to  have  two 
annual  budgets  and  a 
budget  review  during  the 
same  year. 

Although  there,  are 
many  advantages  In  the 
decision  to  have  a  budget  at 
the  end  of  the  year  for  the 
following  year,  Montserrat 
cannot  benefit  adequately  at 
this  time  because  the 
country  has  lost  track  of 
inflation. 

Montserrat  can  no  longer 
predict  inflation  and  growth 
without  excessive  guess* 
work  and  therefore  the 
December  1983  budget  can 
be  described  as  no  more 
than  an  exercise  in 
economic  arithmetic. 

The  public  will  therefore 
be  put  under  strain  for  four 
quarters  white  the  adminis* 
tration  experiments  with  the 
budget  process.  A  Carib¬ 
bean  country  tried  to  put  the 
people  under  strain  (or  four 
straight  days  recently  and 
the  result  was  chaos. 

If  rent  which  reflects  what 
the  population  spends  on 
housing  could  be  the  lowest 
measure  of  importance  in 
Montserrat’s  cost-of-llving 
index,  it  means  that  the  cost- 
of-living  index  is  out-moded. 


This  also  means  that 
Montserratians  are  display¬ 
ing  a  behaviour  pattern 
unknown  to  the  entire 
Caribbean. 

Inflation  was  therefore 
not  predicted  properly  this 
year  and  the  result  is  now 
history.  It  could  be  corrected 
if  March  or  April  next  year  is 
used  as  budget  time.  The 
reason  being  that  the  cost- 
of-living  index  used  prior  to 
1983  has  March  as  Its  base 
month,  o  r  point  of  reference. 

If  inflation  and  growth 
cannot  be  predicted  with 
proper  data.  It  means  that 
taxation  cannot  be  corrected 
with  any  professionalism 
either.  This  December 
budget  is  therefore  subject 
to  too  many  errors.  For  those 
persons  who  wonder  what 
errors  can  do  with  the 
budget,  we  can  look  at  a 
simple  example  of  mis¬ 
placed  zeroes.  It  causes  a 
prediction  of  $1,000,000  to 
end  up  to  be  $000,000,1 .  And 
really  99.9%  less  than 
predicted  is  a  large  margin  of 
error. 

Now  that  the  year  has 
ended,  we  can  look  back  and 
see  that  the  one  million 
dollars  surplus  was  noi' 
realized.  Intact  no  sooner 
than  we  heard  that  there  was 
a  budget  speech,  a  one 
million  dollar  deficit  was 
forecasted  which  caused 
huge  taxation  measures  to 
be  implemented  with 
immediate  effect. 

i'Thfs  rniMnsiiat^^ 
budget  was  to  be  graded  It 
would  get  a  mark  of  zero 
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percent.  There  hee  been  no 
significant  improvement  in 
the  grade  of  the  second 
budget  of  14th  Oecemb^,^ 

1983. 

I  think  that  a  small 
developing  country  like 
Montserrat  should  be  aiming 
for  at  least  a  'B'  grade 
average  at  this  stage  of  our 
development  or  the  country 
may  never  graduate. 

Exchange  Controls 

Plymouth  THE  MONTSERRAT  TIMES  in  English  Christmas  83  p  1 

[Text]  Montserrat’s  Ministry  of  Finance  has  so  far  faied  to  react  to  reports 
which  suggest  that  a  rigid  Exchange  Control  Regime  will  be  enforced  here  early 
in  the  New  Year. 

According  to  the  reports,  the  Ministry  of  Finance  may  reduce  the  amount  of 
United  States  dollars  which  Commercial  Banks  will  be  able  to  sell  to  any  one 
customer  and  approval  for  foreign  exchange  purchases  will  be  more  difficult 
to  obtain. 

The  Ministry  of  Finance  is  kncxm  to  be  very  cooperative  with  the  business 
community  and  private  individuals  in  foreign  exchange  matters. 

But  the  reported  tightening  up  is  linked  to  Montserrat's  participation  in  the 
Eastern  Caribbean  Central  Bank. 


Times  investigators  learnt  that  certain  businessmen  are  seeking  a  meeting 
with  the  Government  but  details  were  not  available. 

It  is  generally  felt  that  a  rigid  Exchange  Control  Regime  will  result  in  con¬ 
siderable  inconvenience  to  businessmen  and  consumers. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  the  Central  Bank  thinks  this  matter  over. 
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GOVERNMENT  MOVING  AHEAD  WITH  PLANS  FOR  INDEPENDENCE 
Plymouth  THE  MONTSERRAT  TIMES  in  English  13  Jan  84  p  1 


[Text]  Chief  Minister  John  Osborne's  ruling  People's  Liberation  Movement  is 

39-1/2  square  mile  island 

of  12  000  people  the  world's  newest  mini-state.  And  it  is  government's  inten¬ 
tion  to  make  independence  the  issue  in  a  general  election  or  Referendum  later 
this  year,  according  to  sources  highly  placed. 


Sources  claimed  that  Chief  Minister  John  Osborne  and  the  Hon.  Noel  "Dadda" 
iuitt.  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Trade,  Lands  and  Housing  are  the  leaders  of 
the  pro-independence  movement  within  the  Government  and  the  ruling  party. 


Benjie  and  Annie  are  not  fond  of  the  idea  but  neither  of  the  two  is  strone 
enough  to  oppose  the  Chief  Minister,"  sources  said  of  the  Hon.  J.  Benjamin^ 
Chafers,  Minister  of  Communications  and  Works  and  the  Hon.  Margaret  Dyer 
Minister  of  Education,  Health  and  Community  Services,  ’ 


Mr.  Osborne  has  consistently  told  the  people  of  Montserrat  that  his  Government 
will  not  seek  political  independence  until  it  achieves  "economic 
independence" . 


He  has  now  abandoned  that  idea  and  is  convinced  that  independence  will  enable 
nim  to  seek  aid  from  all  nations,”  sources  said. 


Independence  Campaign 


Around  the  middle  of  last  year,  the  Chief  Minister's  Office  instructed  Radio 
Montserrat  to  mount  a  pro-independence  promotional  campaign.  But  Government 
subsequently  denied  any  intention  to  break  ties  with  Britain  and  the  radio 
promo txon  ended  after  less  than  one  week. 


However,  when  Chief  Minister  Osborne  went  to  St.  Kitts  for  independence  cele¬ 
brations,  he  told  the  American  News  Agency,  Associated  Press  that  his  Govern¬ 
ment  was  moving  full  speed  towards  independence. 


In  the  interview  which  was  widely  published,  Mr.  Osborne  noted  that  Britain's 
remaining  Caribbean  colonies  were  reluctant  to  move  on  to  independence. 
Montserrat  will  lead  these  colonies  to  independence,"  he  pledge. 
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Shortly  afterwards  it  was  reported  that  Governor  David  Dale  had  briefed  his 
two  Senior  Security  Officers  about  Government's  plans  to  break  ties  with 

Britain. 

The  Government  is  expected  to  brief  the  population  before  the  end  of  this 
month. 


CSO: 


3298/507 


COUNTRY  SECTION 


MONTSERRAT 


WORLD  BANK  QUESTIONS  TOURIST  PROJECT;  CDB  AID  URGED 


Bank's  Reservations 


Plymouth  THE  MONTSERRAT  TIMES  in  English  Christmas  83  p  1 


[Text]  The  World  Bank,  in  its  latest  report  on  Montserrat, 
doubts  about  the  advisability  of  the  Little  Bay  Project  and 
inclusion  of  a  Casino. 


expressed  grave 
in  particular,  the 


According  to  sources,  the  World  Bank  report  says  on  Page  9,  Cap.  35:  Cap.  35: 

"As  to  the  Little  Bay  proposal,  it  is  advised  that  this  be  approached  cau¬ 
tiously  and  only  after  careful  study." 

are  legitimate  fears  in  the  existing  tourism  industry  that  such  a 
development  could  detract  from  the  existing  market. 

unlikely  that  a  Casino  should  be  Included,  for  this 
would  clearly  clash  with  the  existing  tourism  style." 

tourist  package  is  improved,  efforts  are  made  to  in- 
^  y  eptember  visitors,  if  air  services  become  more  reliable,  and  if 
he  proposal  is  designed  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  compatible  with  the  present 

advantages,  could  be  viable  and  a  major  boost  to  the  economy. 

However,  Government  should  continually  bear  in  mind  the  importance  of  the 
Sde^es^imatS'"^  contribution  to  the  economy  should  not  be 


Minister*^  Little  Bay  has  been  revealed  one  week  after  Finance 

mister,  Mr.  John  Osborne,  outlined  Government's  positive  hopes  for  the  pro¬ 
ject  in  his  1983  Budget  Speech. 
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Call  for  CDB  Help 


Plymouth  THE  MONTSERRAT  TIMES  in  English  Christmas  83  p  4 


[Editorial] 

[Text]  The  Little  Bay  resort  project,  as  envisaged, 

explained  and  promoted  by  the  Government  of 
Montserrat,  offers  tremendous  scope  for 
physical  development  In  the  Northern  part  of 
the  Island  and  great  hope  for  the  economic 
advancement  of  the  entire  island.  But  the  good 
people  of  Montserrat  are  now  experiencing  the 
most  financially  painful  Christmas  season  of  the 
past  forty  years  and  they  need  a  little  indication 
that  Government’s  plans  for  Little  Bay  will 
become  reality  -  at  least  before  the  end  of  this 
century. 

Government  bought  Little  Bay  from  the 
Montserrat  Company  Limited  over  four  years 
ago.  A  considerable  amount  of  planning  hc» 
been  done.  A  significant  amount  of  money  has 
been  spent  on  pre-feasibility  studies.  Generous 
aid  promises  have  been  announced.  Two 
companies  are  fighting  each  other  in  an 
American  court  over  a  Little  Bay  deal  which  has 
not  been  explained  to  this  people  of  Montserrat. 
But  not  even  a  little  work  has  been  done  at  Little 
Bay. 

Flight  Transport  Corporation  flew  into 
Montserrat  and  claimed  it  was  willing,  able  and 
ready  to  turn  Little  Bay  into  a  tourists  paradise. 
In  the  process,  that  company  even  promised  to 
provide  the  people  of  Montserrat  with  a  multi- 
milllon  dollar  Runway  capable  of 
accommodating  commercial  Jet  aircraft.  The 
appropriately  named  company  flew  away  and 
faded  out  of  the  picture  without  n\aki  ng  any  real 
attempt  to  assist  government’s  efforts  to 
develop  Little  Bay. 

On  the  heels  of  the  Flight  Transport 
Corporation  crew  came  Arabs  and  Koreans, 
some  of  whom  we  have  been  told,  easily 
satisfied  the  collateral  demands  of  our  local 
commercial  banks.  But  they  have  not  yet  seen  fit 
to  put  their  money  to  work  at  Little  Bay,  only 
their  mouths. 

According  to  the  CNef  Minister,  the 
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extended  talking  stage  has  not  dampened  the 
enthusiasm  of  friendly  aid  donors  and  the 
Caribbean  Development  Bank  is  substantially 
in  the  loan  promising  business  in  respect  of 
Little  Bay. 

As  an  institution  dedicated  to  the  promotion 
w  regional  development,  the  Caribbean 
Development  Bank  should  provide  the  Chief 
Minister  with  the  technical  advice  and  guidance 
he  needs  forthe  Little  Bay  project.  It  cannot  take 
CDB  analysts  more  than  one  week  to  determine 
whether  the  Little  Bay  project  if  funded,  will 

blossom  forth  into  a  big  booming  business  or  a 
big  little  fool's  paradise.  nwaora 

The  CDB  should  carry  out  its  own 
independent  study  and  mako  the  report 
available  to  the  government  arxl  people  of 
Montserrat.  Delay  in  this  regard  indicates 
indifference.  Indifference  cannot  be  permitted 
at  a  time  when  little  Islands  like  Montserrat  are 
in  dire  need  of  positive  assistance. 

Something  will  be  radically  wrong  If  the 
Chief  Minister  cannot  announce  during  his  next 
Budget  address  that  more  than  one  hurKired 
persons  have  found  employment  at  Little  Bay. 
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NEW  ATTORNEY  GENERAL — ^Montserrat  now  has  its  third  English-born  Attorney  Gen- 
eral7brLer».eat  House  spokesmen  say  a  West  Indian  »1U  be  recruited  for 
the  post  eventually.  The  Government-owned  Radio,  ZJB. 

Governor  David  Dale  announced  the  appointment  of  Mr.  R.  W.  Lucie  Smith  as  th  s 
island's  Attorney  General.  He  comes  here  from  the  British  Caribbean  Colony  of 
Anguilla.  According  to  ZJB  Radio,  Mr.  Lucie-Smith  will  hold  the  post  for 
about  four  months  "pending  the  recruitment  of  a  West  Indian  as 
Attorney  General  here."  Mr.  John  Wilson  who  is  now  working  in  Hong  Kong,  was 
^^Sa^rSrst  English  Attorney  General.  Mr.  Ian  Prltchard-Witts .  another 
Englishman  was  appointed  Acting  Attorney  General  following  his  departure. 
[Text]  [Plymouth  THE  MONTSERRAT  TIMES  in  English  2  Dec  83  p  3] 

SALARY  OFFER  TO  PUBLIC  SERVANTS— The  Civil  Service  Association  and  other  serv¬ 
ice  organisations  have  rejected  Government's  offer  of  a  4%  salary  increase, 
highly  placed  source  said  Government  told  the  public  servants  it  Y 

$600,000  at  its  disposal  for  increased  salaries  and  allowances  and  t  ° 

Lnnot  offer  more  than  4%.  [Text]  [Plymouth  THE  MONTSERRAT  TIMES  in  English 

2  Dec  83  p  10] 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


PANAMA 


JOINT  FORCES  TO  COOPERATE  IN  ROADBUILDING  PROJECT 

PAl 72158  Panama  City  Televisora  Nacional  in  Spanish  0300  GMT  17  Feb  84 

General  (Robert  Hugh  Jones),  commander  of  the  81st  U.S 
Army  Reserves  Command  and  responsible  for  the  361qt  Cnmnan^r  •  4-u  u 

ZllllT  ftheX'tlonal 

Following  the  greeting  the  illustrious  visitor  was  taken  to  thp  r  ^  ^ 

developed  between  Llano  de  Mariato  and  Arenas  del  ^ebro!  iLfprolect  in! 
volves  57  km  of  which  the  armed  forces  will  build  42  km  Tbe  firc.^  is  i, 
have  been  put  up  for  bid  by  the  government. 

developed  this  year  as  part  of  the  objectives  of  the  joint 
ln!i  groups— a  disposition  included  in  the  Torrijos-Carter  treaties— 

includes  18  km  of  road  between  Llano  de  Mariato  and  Malena.  This  work  will 

wiuT:  “^35^! 

InataLaelona  nT.-..Xiu.- 

The  program  will  benefit  more  than  5,000  residenft?  nf  t-ho  u  •  u  • 

aa«saible  only  by  air  or  aaa  and  which  la  a  great  agrlc^lS  I'dla^tir 
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The  joint  forces  that  will  carry  out  this  program  include 
and  maintenance  experts  who  during  their  stay  in  the  area 
the  residents. 


medical,  logistics, 
will  offer  help  to 


In  concluding  the  visit  Lieutenant  Colonel  (Stone) 
demonstrates  that  the  two  armies  not  only  combine 
cises  but  also  for  civic  projects. 


said  that  the  joint  action 
forces  for  military  exer- 


CSO:  3248/430 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


PERU 


UNITED  LEFT  POSITION  ON  SENDERIST  VIOLENCE  QUESTIONED 
Lima  LA  PRENSA  in  Spanish  5  Feb  84  p  1 


rn  a  the  headline  The  Race  to  War  in  Peru,"  the  daily  of  lU 

[United  Left],  which  is  printed  in  Peru  under  the  protection  and  with  the 
guarantees  of  the  country's  laws,  in  its  main  editorial  Issued  very  precise 
and  objective  instructions  on  the  tactics  and  steps  that  are  most  neLssa^ 
and  convenient  in  facing  and  defeating  Peru's  army. 

Central  American  mechanisms,"  it  says,  "the  Salvadoran 
comrades  were  able  to  get  some  heavy  weapons.  The  Sendero  comrades  on  the 
other  hand  have  had  to  be  satisfied  with  working  with  air-injected  dynamite 
and  throwing  rocks.  This  is  not  enough  in  order  effectively  to  cope  with 

the  tremendous  difference  in  the  balance  of  technical  and  military  forces 
and  implements  of  war.' 


detail  regarding  the  techniques  of  organization  and 
orderly  retreat  of  the  Salvadoran  guerrillas—taken  here  as  a  paradigm~and 
It  IS  even  suggested  to  Sendero  that  it  say  that  it  "completed  the  first 


The  highly  Central  American"  mechanisms  for  obtaining  heavy  weapons  we 
already  know.  What  the  lU  organ  seems  to  lament  is  that  Sendero  so  far 
has  not  been  able  to  get  that  type  of  weapons.  Likewise,  Sendero  has  been 

rocks"-  L  ^ith  air-injected  dynamite  and  throwing 

rocks  ,  in  other  words,  it  was  confined  to  killing  only  860  persons. 

If  somebody  tells  a  criminal  how  to  use  his  weapons,  how  to  withdraw,  the 
direction  in  which  to  fire,  the  specific  targets  and  the  tactics  he  must 
use  to  cause  the  most  damage,  is  that  exercising  his  right  to  express  his 

opinion  or  does  this  mean  that  he  is  aiding  and  abetting  the  crime  and  even 
inciting  to  It? 

The  Newspapermen's  Association  first  and  foremost  must  address  itself  to  this 

®  of  journalism  such  as  we  journalists  under- 

stand  It,  nor  does  it  involve  freedom  of  the  press  and  of  opinion  which  is 
spelled  out  in  our  laws.  This  involves  inciting  to  crime,  something  which 
IS  provided  for  and  punished  in  the  Criminal  Code. 
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wh.t  is  the  purpose  of  the  election  statements  of  the  lU  candidates  who  reject 
“froiLm  and  sLdetiat  cruelty  If  their  news  organ 

but  even  prints  instructions  as  to  how  to  achieve  maximum  effectiveness  in 
causing  damage  and  destruction? 

If  as  it  had  to  admit  repeatedly,  the  Left  gathered  in  this  ^ 

pah  of “ts  Ideological  chcepts,  proposes  Its  participation  ^ 
smuggle  in  the  cohort  of  the  rules  of  the  game  contained  in  = 

Political  Constitution,  then  it  is  high  time  that  it  clear  up 
game. 

rhrehTpJiLir^r^crars^h^hrir'hi^hfg^tSn^^^^^ 

He:ro“o?s 

rrmnnstrhthns  Is  to  the  best  and  most  effective  way  to  carry  it  out. 

But  this  is  what  they  have  been  doing. 


5058 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


PERU 


RUSSIAN  SHIPS  NOT  COMPLYING  WITH  FISHING  REGULATIONS 
Lima  EL  OBSERVADOR  in  Spanish  4  Feb  84  p  15 

[Text]  ^nutes  before  the  end  of  the  questioning  session.  Minister  Quesada 
once  again  put  his  foot  in  it"  as  he  began  to  criticize  the  EPSEP  [Public 
Enterprise  for  Fishing  Services]  with  the  Russian  trawler  fleet  which  he 
himself  had  signed. 

The  dailies  exploited  the  minister's  stupidity  and  a  new  public  debate  now 
began  on  the  advisability  or  inadvisability  of  the  operations  of  that  fleet. 

What  was  not  said  on  that  occasion  was  that,  in  the  agreements  signed  with 
the  Bahia  SA  [Incorporated],  Piscis  SA,  and  Mochica  enterprises,  there  is 
authorization  for  the  arrival  of  17  vessels  whereas  only  five  came  in  and 
only  two  of  them  were  really  operating  until  the  month  of  July.  That  month 
marked  the  beginning  of  the  operations  of  the  Russian  fleet  which  has  as  its 
agent  the  Pacific  Fishing  Enterprise  that  is  owned  by  the  "champion  of 
competitive  bidding  (as  he  was  called  on  that  occasion  by  Deputy  Augustin 
Haya  of  lU  [United  Left]),  that  is,  Carlos  Tizon  Pacheco.  The  inconvenience 
of  these  operations  is  not  due  to  the  fact  that  they  are  the  main  predators 
of  the  sea,  nor  has  this  anything  to  do  with  the  imaginary  increase  in  its 
annual  output  which  is  on  the  order  of  $40  million,  as  Minister  Quesada  had 


The  problem  resides  in  the  fact  that  the  regulations  governing  the  operations 
of  factory  trawlers,  that  is,  DS  006-81-PE  and  its  amendments,  was  drafted 
for  hake  fishing  and  for  national-flag  vessels,  thus  creating  a  nationaliza¬ 
tion  process.  When  this  species  shrank  extremely  and  when  foreign-flag 
vessels  were  used,  this  regulation  lost  its  meaning. 


Only  9.35  Percent  Turned  over  to  EPSEP  per  Month 

According  to  the  provisions  of  DS  023-76-PE,  vessels  applying  for  exemp¬ 
tion  from  registration  and  licensing  fees  must  be  Involved  in  domestic  trade 
and  must  turn  over  at  least  20  percent  of  their  output. 

Each  of  the  five  vessels  of  the  Russian  trawler  fleet  has  a  net  storage 
capacity  of  800  tons  which  can  be  filled  in  3  or  4  days.  According  to  the 
supply  agreement  between  the  Pacific  Fishing  Enterprise  and  EPSEP  (DS  20-83- 
PE) ,  each  of  the  vessels  is  obligated  to  turn  over  only  the  quantity  of 
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75  tons  of  fish  per  month.  If  the  Russian  fleet  works  30  days  per  month  and 
24  hours  per  day,  one  cannot  then  deduce  fromi.this  that,  in  just  one  month, 
they  would  achieve  an  output  of  800  metric  tons,  that  is  to  say,  they  would 
fill  their  hold  only  once  a  month  but,  instead,  they  fill  it  between  four  and 

seven  times • 


But  let  us  concentrate  on  the  agreement  now.  Let  us  for  the  moment  overlook 
reality.  If  a  vessel  fills  its  hold  once  a  month,  in  other  words,  if  it  has 
a  monthly  output  of  800  tons,  then,  turning  over  75  tons  per  month  would 
give  us  a  figure  of  9.37  percent.  In  other  words,  it  is  openly  violating 
the  provisions  of  DS  023-76-PE  which  establishes  a  minimum  of  20  percent  for 
domestic  consuxnption. 


But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Russian  fleet  does  not  have  a  single  Peruvian  ^ 
fisherman  although  the  agreement  establishes  a  minimum  of  15  percent  Peruvian 
workers  and  that  is  in  open  violation  of  the  provisions  of  DL  [Decree-Law] 
22452  which  calls  for  a  minimum  of  20  percent;  the  Russian  fleet  does  not 
meet,  nor  is  it  concerned  with  meeting  even  the  minimum  fixed  in  Clause 
10.3  of  the  agreement  between  the  Pacific  Enterprise  and  EPSEP.  That  is  no 
minor  thing;  anybody  who  does  not  believe  this  should  ask  to  be  shorn 
Official  Letter  No.  262-83-GG-GC  from  EPSEP  to  the  Pacific  Fishing  Enterprise, 
Incorporated,  dated  30  October  1983,  or  he  should  ask  the  Union  of  Trawler 
Fishermen  and  he  will  then  be  convinced . 


5058 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


ST  LUCIA 


TALE  OF  TURMOIL,  ’TAKEOVER'  BY  U.S.  TROOPS  TERMED  UNTRUE 

Trinidad  CHALLENGE  Article 
Castries  CRUSADER  in  English  4  Feb  84  p  9 

[Text]  THE  warning  by  Trinidad  and  Tobago’s  Prime  Minister  George  Chambers 
against  inviting  the  United  States  to  invade  Grenada  "because  when  the  Yankees 
take  over.  It  is  a  difficult  task  to  get  them  to  leave"  is  coming  to  pass  in 
no  uncertain  manner.  ®  ^ 

For  reliable  reports  from  St.  Lucia,  Dominica  and  St.  Vincent  are  that  while 
President  Reagan  ordered  the  withdrawal  of  invading  troops  from  Grenada,  he 
also  took  advantage  of  the  small  print  which  he  wrote  into  the  agreement  when 
asked  by  the  OECS  to  invade  Grenada~and  that  was  that  the  United  States  would 
be  allowed  to  place  occupying  forces  in  the  islands  which  called  for  his  help. 

According  to  latest  reports  reaching  the  CHALLENGE,  most  of  the  troopos  and 
military  personnel  which  were  withdrawn  from  Grenada  after  the  invasion  have 
now  been  installed  in  St.  Lucia,  Dominica  and  St.  Vincent. 

In  a  telephone  conversation  from  St.  Lucia  on  Wednesday  night,  a  senior  Gov¬ 
ernment  Minister  informed  the  CHALLENGE  that  St.  Lucians  were  shocked  at  the 
takeover  of  their  country  by  American  troops. 

In  one  night,  three  shiploads  of  troops,  armoured  cars  and  the  most  sophis¬ 
ticated  weapons  were  brought  into  St.  Lucia  and  when  the  morning  broke  we 

suddenly  realised  that  the  Americans  were  in  charge  of  our  little  country",  he 
s  tateci . 

"The  U.S.  troops  literally  took  over  control  of  St.  Lucia  and  they  set  up 

searched  our  people  and  without  any  previous  warning  we  realised 
that  the  Americans  are  now  in  full  control  of  St.  Lucia",  cried  the  Minister. 

He  went  on  to  explain  that  Prime  Minister  John  Compton  never  revealed  to 

in  GrL^i!  the  people  of  St.  Lucia  that  the  price  of  intervention 

in  Grenada  was  linked  with  a  takeover  by  the  American  forces  of  St.  Lucia. 

According  to  the  top  Government  official,  St.  Lucia  is  now  overloaded  with 
^tUs^”  soldiers,  who  do  not  even  allow  the  local  police  to  carry  out  their 
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From  Dominica  came  the  report,  that  American  troops  mysteriously  appeared  in 
that  country  and  the  Prime  Minister  Eugenia  Charles,  obviously  very  embar¬ 
rassed  by  the  hostile  reaction  of  citizens  made  a  public  statement  in  which 
she  said  that  the  Americans  were  there  to  train  the  local  police. 

But  the  Dominican  Chief  of  Police  threatened  to  resign  because  he  said  he  knew 
nothing  about  American  soldiers  being  invited  to  "assist"  him. 

After  this  statement,  Ms.  Charles  went  on  to  tell  the  people  of  Dominica  that 
American  troops  were  merely  "stopping  over"  on  their  way  back  to  the  United 
States. 

But  the  greatest  display  of  animosity  towards  the  United  States  "invasion"  is 
currently  being  seen  in  St.  Lucia,  where  the  Prime  Minister  John  Compton  is 
being  called  upon  to  show  reasons  why  the  Americans  have  taken  over  their 

country. 

Compton  has  not  made  any  public  statement  about  the  presence  of  the  Americans 
in  St.  Lucia — but  members  of  his  Cabinet  have  openly  expressed  shock  and  dis¬ 
satisfaction  with  Compton. 

**Xt  has  now  became  clear  that  President  Reagan  saw  the  chance  to  invade 
Grenada  as  a  wonderful  opportunity,  not  only  to  occupy  that  country  but  to  get 
a  foothold  into  our  country  along  with  Dominica,  St.  Vincent  and  Barbados. 

"He  already  had  Jamaica  under  his  fingernails  and  we  fell  into  his  trap  with 
open  eyes"  the  senior  Minister  of  the  St.  Lucian  Government  told  the 
CHALLENGE. 

St.  Lucians  are  now  being  told  that  there  will  be  no  General  Elections  in 
their  country  until  the  Reagan  administration  believes  the  country  is  mature 
enough  to  elect  a  responsible  Government — which  of  course  means  a  Government 
which  will  toe  the  line  of  United  States  policy. 

EXTRACTED  FROM  THE  CHALLENGE 


Goveriunent  Reaction 

Castries  THE  WEEKEND  VOICE  in  English  4  Feb  84  p  1 


[Text] 


A  curious  front  page  story 
has  appeared  in  a  recent 
edition  of  Trinidad  newspaper 
CHALLENGE,  which  has  a 
reputation  similar  to  that  of 
the  ili-fated  BOMB,  about 
alleged  **politicat  turmoil’;  in 
St.  Lucia. 

The  January  25.  issue  of  the 
paper  reports  what  St.  Lucia 
is  ’’the  new  political  hotbed” 
in  the  Caribbean.  It  says  that 
the  ’’political  crisis”  came  to 
a  head  last  week  (the  week 
before  January  25)  when  what 
It  calls  ’’elite  forces”  trained  \ 


by  American  marines 

following  the  Invasion  of  1 
Grenada.  surprisingly  1 

stopped  off  In  St.  Lucia  to 
train  a  paramilitary  group  of 
St.  Lucians  much  to  the 
surprise  of  the  people. 

According  to  CHALLENGE 
the  situation  became 

’’explosive”  when  the  leader 
of  the  U.S.  trained  force, 
Informed  Prime  Minister  John 
Compton  that  he  now 

outranked  Police 

Commissioner  Cuthbert 
Phillips  and  asked  that  the 
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CSO; 


Governni^nt  declares  the 
SSU,  which  he  heads';  as 
superior  to  the  Force.. 

CHALLENGE  said  that 
faced  with  “civil  uprising/’ 
Compton  had  called  on 
Dominica’s  Prime  Minister 
Eugenia  Charles  for  help  and 
guidance  and  she  In  turn  had 
guaranteed  Compton  that  she 
could  persuade  Trinidad’s 
Prime  Minister  GeorgcT 
Chambers  to  lend  any 
assistance  “(MllitarY  or 

otherwise,’’  says  Challenge)' 
If  the  need  arose. 

In  the  meantime, 
Compton,  in  an  attempt  to 
allay  the  anger  of  the  St. 
Lucians  over  American 
“Interference*’  in  their 
country  had  appointed  a 
three-man  committee  to 

investigate  the  defnahds  of 
the  U.S.  trained 'paramiljtary 
force  for  recognition  of 

authority  over  the  Police 
Force,  the  paper  said,  adding 
that  .  the  committee 
comprised  the  Director  of 
Public  Prosecutions,  the 
Cabinet  Secretary  and  the 

Commissioner. 

CHALLENGE  did  not  stop 


I  there.  It  claimed  that 
]  Compton  was  facing 
opposition  from  his  own 
Cabinet  on  the  Issue.  It  goes 
'  as  far  as  to  quote  an 
unnamed  Cabinet  Minister  as 
I  having  given  an  Interview  to 
I  the  newspaper, 
j  The  report  is  obviously  a 
pack  of  lies.  There  is  not 
I  a  shred  of  truth  in  it  any¬ 
where.  No  one  in  St.  Lucia  at 
the  moment  is  aware  of  any 
^'political  turmoil”  or 
“crisis”  in  the  island. 

Government  officials 
yesterday  expressed  the  view 
that  the  CHALLENGE  story 
was  part  of  a  campaign  which 
had  been  started  here  in  St. 
Lucia  In  another  section  of 
the  press  to  create  confusion 
In  the  Police  Force. 

This  view  was  supported  by 
Commissioner  Phillips  when 
he  spoke  to  THE  VOICE 
yesterday.  He  said:  “As  far  as 
I  am  concerned  1  have  no 
problems  with  any  officers.  It 
would  appear  that  some 
persons  are  trying  to  create 
dissension  in  the  Force,” 

Commissioner  Phillips  said 


3298/501 


that  this  sort  of  report  by  the 
CHALLENGE  could  be  very 
damaging  for  St.  Lucia, 
especially  as  there  is  not  one 
bit  of  truth  in  the  entire 
article. 

He  said:  “The  entire  report 
is  a  fabrication,  and  can  be 
very  dangerous.” 

Director  of  Public 
Prosecutions  Miss  Suzie 
d’Auvergne  contacted  by  THE 
VOICE  reacted  similarly.  In 
reference  to  the  CHALLENGE 
statement  that  she  had  been 
appointed  on  a  Committee  to 
investigate  demands  by  U.S. 
trained  police  personnel. 
Miss  d'Auvergne  said  that  all 
she  knew  was  that  she  had 
been  appointed  to  serve  on 
an  Advisory  Board  to  be 
concerned  with  recruitment 
and  dismissals  of  policemen 
and  firemen.  ♦ 

No  one  knovvs  w)io  was 
responsible  ^  for  supplying 
CHALLENGE  with  ■  this 
Information,  but  there  are 
strong  suspicions  that  the 
culprit  Is  someone  with 
political  associations  who 
wants  to  give  the  country  a 
bad  name. 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


ST  LUCIA 


COMPTON  DISCUSSES  IMPLICATIONS,  RESULTS  OF  ASIA  TRIP 
Castries  THE  WEEKEND  VOICE  in  English  28  Jan  84  pp  8-9 

[Text]  PRIME  MINISTER  John  Compton  on  Tuesday  met  members  of  the  local  press 
to  discuss  his  recent  trip  to  the  Far  East  at  the  head  of  a  local  delegation 
of  Government  officials,  trade  unionists  and  private  sector  representatives. 

With  the  Prime  Minister  at  the  press  conference  was  Agriculture  Minister  Ira 
d'Auvergne,  another  member  of  the  mission. 

The  following  is  an  edited  version  of  that  press  conference  with  all  ques¬ 
tions  being  answered  by  Mr.  Compton  except  where  otherwise  indicates: 

Q:  Mr.  Prime  Minister,  you've  just  returned  from  an  extensive  tour  of  the  Far 
East,  could  you  brief  us  on  the  success  or  otherwise  of  your  tour  and  on  what¬ 
ever  decisions  might  have  been  taken  during  that  tour. 

A:  As  you  know,  I  went  over  to  three  countries.  These  countries  are  known 
now  as  the  Golden  Triangle  of  industrial  development.  The  countries  are  South 
Korea,  Taiwan  and  Hong  Kong.  One  thing  that  has  been  very  noticeable  is  that 
the  focus  on  industrial  attention  has  moved  or  is  moving  from  the  North  At¬ 
lantic  into  the  Far  East.  They  have  no  natural  resources,  in  the  main,  only  a 
disciplined  and  dedicated  people.  They  started  the  industrial  race,  in  the 
case  of  South  Korea  only  15  years  ago,  and  now  Korea  has  overtaken  many  of  the 
industrialised  countries,  ..in  things  like  ship  building.  They  re  moving 
quickly  into  the  high  tech  industries,  computers,  electronics,  things  like  the 
manufacturing  of  clothing...!  think  very  soon,  they  will  get  out  of  that 
because  that  is  labour  intensive  low  technology.  They  re  moving  into  the  high 
tech  field  and  in  something  like  15  years,  they  have  become  one  of  the  coun¬ 
tries  challenging  the  industrialised  world. 

Now,  what  is  noticeable  in  Korea  is  the  question  of  the  discipline  and  the 
dedication  of  the  people.  There's  no  slackness,  there's  no  idleness.  Every¬ 
body  gets  on  with  the  job.  And  as  a  result  the  standard  of  living  in  Korea 
has  moved  up.  It  is  not  a  question  of  a  "bowl  of  rice"  economy  or  sweat 
labour  economy.  It  is  high  tech,  with  good  housing,  good  education,  good 
transportation  systems,  the  things  that  you  would  expect  in  the  highly  deve  - 
oped  countries  in  the  world,  and  they  have  done  that  within  15  years  without 
any  major  natural  resources. 
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Discussions  in  South  Korea  were  primarily  of  a  political  nature,  because  Korea 
has  been  under  a  lot  of  pressure,  from  North  Korea.  There  was  the  incident  of 
the  shooting  down  of  the  Korean  airliner  007,  then  there  was  the  massacre  of 
half  of  their  Cabinet  in  Rangoon.  These  questions  took  up  some  time.  The 
other  matters  we  took  up  was  the  question  of  the  OECS  association,  or  their 
presence  in  the  Far  East,  which  I  think  is  something  we  ought  to  look  at  very 
seriously.  The  OECS  should  have  a  presence  in  the  Far  East. 


We  also  looked  at  the  manufacturing  sectors,  the  ship  building,  heavy  indus- 

i  ®  the  next  meeting  of 

the  OECS  I  have  to  make  a  recommendation  that  the  OECS  countries  pay  attention 
to  what  is  happening  in  Korea  and  the  Far  East. 


Formidable  Challenge 


Next  we  moved  on  to  Taiwan  which  is  the  Republic  of  China,  a  country  where 
something  like  five  or  six  million  people  have  broken  away  from  the  Tna^T^^and 
and  established  themselves  as  a  Republic  on  the  Island  of  Taiwan  and  in  20 
years,  it  has  moved  to  a  position  of  formidable  challenge.  Although  they  have 
to  spend  something  like  45  percent  of  their  budget  on  defence,  yet  they  have 
been  able  to  more  from  nothing,  from  rice  fields,  from  low  technology  in 
industry,  into  high  tech,  challenging  the  major  industrialised  countries  of 


What  really  happened  there  in  those  years?  Again  the  discipline  the  training, 
the  dedication  to  the  objective  of  raising  their  country.  From  what  I*ve  seen 
in  the  Far  East  of  the  industrial  race... it  isn't  that  we  (st.  Lucia)  are  be¬ 
hind,  we  re  not  in  the  race  yet.  We  haven't  entered  the  race.  The  rules  of 
that  race  are  being  written  in  the  East,  and  unless  we  can  learn  the  rules  and 
abide  by  them,  we  wouldn't  make  it.  I  am  convinced  that  we  can  make  it  but  we 
have  to  know  the  rules,  learn  the  rules  and  be  prepared  to  abide  by  those 
rules • 


For  instance,  let's  take  the  schools.  Their  children  go  to  school  for  40 
hours  a  wekk,  and  they  start  playing  around  with  computers  by  the  time  they 
are  eight.  We  go  to  school  something  like  22  hours  a  week.  They  go  40  hours, 
hut  these  are  the  people  with  whom  we  have  to  compete  for  industries.  We're 
looking  to  get  into  the  industrialised  field  but  we've  got  to  accept  the  dis¬ 
cipline  that  goes  along  with  it.  We  want  the  things  that  industries  bring,  we 
want  the  good  life,  but  a  lot  of  us  don't  accept  the  fact  that  we've  got  to 
work  for  it.  They  worked  for  it.  ® 

After  they  work,  there  is  leisure,  it  is  not  idleness,  it  is  not  liming.  It 
is  whether  girls  go  and  do  flower  arranging  or  music,  or  the  boys  go  to  play 
tennis  or  callisthenics.  It's  something  organised.  You  can  do  nothing  if  you 
want,  but  you  don  t  find  them  liming  in  the  streets.  You  find  them  doing 
something  constructive,  and  if  we  as  a  people,  I'm  speaking  about  the  whole 
Caribbean,  we  wiU  not  be  able  to  take  advantage  of  the  CBI  unless  we  accept 
the  discipline  of  our  competitors,  and  our  competition  comes  from  the  East. 
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On  the  other  side  of  things  we  had  the  question  of  our  diplomatic  association 
with  Taiwan  and  to  my  horror  and  disbelief  there  was  an  announcement  on  Radio 
St.  Lucia  that  we  had  established  diplomatic  relations  at  the  ambassadorial 
level.  It  is  amazing  that  this  could  come  from  Radio  St.  Lucia.  Radio  St. 
Lucia  is  supposed  to  be  a  government  station  and  a  thing  like  as  vital,  as 
sensitive  as  our  relationship  with  Taiwan,  that  is  announced  by  Radio  St. 

Lucia  without  checking.  But  we  did  not  establish  diplomatic  relations  with 
Taiwan  because  we  had  no  discussions  with  them  before,  at  least  not  at  an  of¬ 
ficial  level.  We  had  no  discussions  with  them.  The  matter  was  broached  by 
them,  they  asked  whether  we  were  prepared  to  do  it.  We  said  we  were  not  pre 
pared  to  do  it  on  that  trip.  But  we  were  prepared  to  consider  it.  I  told 
them  when  I  came  back,  I  would  report  to  my  Cabinet  on  the  pros  and  cons  of ^ 
diplomatic  relations  with  the  Peoples  Republic  of  China  which  is  the  Communist 
side  and  the  Republic  of  China  which  is  Taiwan. 

Illogical  Positions 

We  are  faced  with  two  countries,  and  I  call  it  two  countries,  not  Both 

of  them  have  taken  very  illogical  positions.  You  have  Red  China  with  its  mil¬ 
lions  controlling  mainland  China  and  having  no  jurisdiction  over  the  island  of 
Taiwan,  and  yet  it  is  claiming  it.  The  chance  that  Taiwan  will  ever  come  back 
to  mainland  China  within  several  generations  is  very  remote,  because  the  peo¬ 
ple  there  do  not  want  it.  There  are  18  million  of  them  and  they  are  prepared 
to  defend  their  independence. 

On  the  other  side  you  have  the  Taiwanese  who  are  a  small  island  claiming  to  be 
the  Republic  of  China.  It  is  an  illogical  situation.  But,  when  we  are  look¬ 
ing  at  the  situation  we  have  to  look  at  what  is  in  our  best  interest,  who  we 
can  gain  from.  We  are  a  small  country,  and  the  value  of  our  diplomatic  cur¬ 
rency  is  the  way  we  use.  If  we  throw  it  away,  if  we  go  recognising  this  and 
that  country,  they  we  are  throwing  away  our  diplomatic  currency.  We  have  to 
look  at  what  is  in  the  best  interest  of  St.  Lucia.  I  have  my  recommendations 
to  make  after  what  I  have  seen.  I  will  make  my  recommendations  to  my  Cabinet 
and  we  will  take  a  decision.  Now  if  we  take  a  decision  in  favour  of  Taiwan 

g  lot  to  be  gained.  We  had  discussions  with  them  on  financial  assist 
ance,  and  technical  assistance  in  fisheries  in  agriculture,  in  the  free— zone 
development  etc.  and  this  is  a  question  that  we  have  to  give  very  urgent  and 
active  consideration  to. 

Of  the  six  independent  countries  in  the  OECS,  there  s  one  with  diplomatic 
relations  with  Communist  China,  three  with  Taiwan  and  another  one,  Grenada,  I 
believe  that's  in  limbo,  and  ourselves,  we  have  not  taken  a  decision.  We  have 
to  try  and  coordinate  our  whole  situation. 

We  moved  on  to  Hong  Kong,  and  there  again,  it  was  the  same  thing.  A  small  is¬ 
land  teeming  with  activity,  everybody  doing  something.  Again,  it's  the  indus¬ 
try  and  the  discipline  and  the  dedication  to  work  that  has  made  Hong  Kong  what 

it  is . one  of  the  most  vibrant  industrial  centres  of  the  world.  It  just 

shows  what  can  be  done  if  people  put  their  minds  and  the  will  to  it. 
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We  have  to  take  the  decision,  whether  we  will  take  our  people  and  move  them 
into  high  tech,  more  them  into  industry  where  they  can  earn  a  good  standard  of 
living  or  whether  we  can  go  on  arguing  among  ourselves.  These  are  the  deci¬ 
sions  we  have  to  make.  We  have  the  opportunity  now.  We  have  the  United 
States  market  open  to  us.  Can  we  take  advantage  of  it  or  will  the  people  in 
the  East  continue  to  dominate  it.  We  are  very  near.  We  do  not  have  their 
problems.  We  don't  have  to  spend  45  percent  of  our  budget  on  defence.  There 
are  a  number  of  advantages  that  we  have,  but  one  that  we  haven't  got  yet  and 
that  we  have  to  acquire  is  that  of  discipline.  You  look  at  the  place  every 
where  is  clean,  nobody  throws  plastic  bags  (in  public),  everything  is  disci¬ 
plined  and  organised.  Here,  you  look  at  Jeremie  Street  and  you  get  shocked. 
You  go  there  and  you  see  people  taking  care  of  the  trees,  you  come  here  and 
you  see  the  Public  Works  chopping  down  the  whole  of  the  Calvary.  I  believe 
the  others  who  went  on  the  tour  will  tell  you  that  it  was  an  enlightening  and 
rewarding  experience. 

Q:  Were  there  any  agreements  signed  in  respect  of  St.  Lucia  during  the  tour. 

A:  We  signed  an  agreement  with  Taiwan  for  financial  and  technical  assist¬ 
ance.  The  agreement  provides  for  technical  assistance  in  the  fields  of  fish¬ 
eries,  agriculture,  horticulture  and  the  financial  assistance  is  a  line  of 
credit  for  two  million  dollars  initially,  and  to  be  replenished  from  time  to 
time,  so  that  we  can  start  off  our  trade  with  Taiwan. 

We  also  agreed  to  consider  diplomatic  relations  with  them.  Speaking  of  horti¬ 
culture,  I  believe  this  is  one  of  the  areas  we  have  to  look  at  very,  very 
seriously.  It's  very  big  business,  the  growing  of  flowers.  The  whole  place 
is  a  garden  and  they  don't  have  our  climate,  and  yet  they  could  do  it  because 
they  take  care  with  everything  and  they  have  the  discipline  to  go  along  with 


Q.  Will  there  be  any  follow  up  mission  to  St.  Lucia. 

A:  From  Taiwan,  Tatung,  one  of  the  biggest  electronics  firms  perhaps  in  the 
world,  they  want  to  come  here  on  the  30th  of  this  month,  with  the  President 
and  Vice  President  in  North  American  to  look  at  the  possibilities  of  starting 
up  industries.  I  spoke  about  Taiwan. .... .we  signed  an  agreement  with  a  gar¬ 
ment  manufacturing  company  to  set  up  a  factory  up  in  St.  Lucia  immediately, 
that  is  in  May,  of  this  year.  They  will  start  with  150  employees  in  a  factory 
to  be  established  in  Vieux  Fort.  In  three  years,  they  want  to  move  to  the 
employment  of  1500  people. 

Another  industry  that  we  looked  at  wants  to  start  up  initially  with  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  200,  but  they  are  dealing  in  very  specialised  garments  and  they 
would  need  to  bring  a  lot  of  people  in  here  to  train  our  people  so  that  in 
three  years  the  factory  will  be  operated  completely  by  St.  Lucians.  But  we 
did  not  sign  an  agreement  with  them.  They  are  coming  here  to  continue  dis¬ 
cussions.  So  the  interest  in  St.  Lucia  in  the  Far  East  is  there  and  is  grow¬ 
ing,  but  let  me  just  repeat  that  those  people  are  serious  people.  They  don't 
come  here  to  skylark.  If  we  make  a  success  of  those  who  come  early,  others 
would  follow,  because  the  uncertainty  that  is  hanging  over  Hong  Kong  now . 
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whether  by  1997  when  the  lease  runs  outthe  Chinese  Communists  will  take  oyer, 
the  people  are  very  uncertain  and  although  investment  continues,  they  re  look- 
ing  over  their  shoulder  for  other  places. 


If  they  are  to  start  the  movement  towards  St.  Lucia,  the  success  of  the  ones 
that  come  early  would  depend  on  whether  others  would  follow.  I  must  again 
ieMlorthS  pLS  tha?  wa  had  with  Milton  Bradley.  Once  Milton  Bradley 
Sm^we  ponnLd  on  it  and  killed  it.  Milton  Bradley  has  hnrt  us  and  re  stall 
hurting  us.  Milton  Bradley  is  a  big  firm,  a  worldwide  company,  and  the  fact 
that  they  came  here,  tested  the  waters  and  pulled  away  shows  that  something  is 
wrong.  Now  we  have  to  show  that  we  have  put  that  one  right. 


Very  Pleased 

I  am  glad  to  have  had  on  my  delegation  the  president  of  the  National  Workers’ 
Union,  Mr.  Maynard  who  made  a  very,  very  valuable  contribution  to  the  whole 
discussion.  In  fact,  when  we  met  in  Hong  Kong  and  we  were  bombarded  with 
questions,  particularly  on  industrial  relations  because  they  are  concerned 
with  that,  he  fielded  his  questions  and  answered  his  question  very  well,  and 
was  very  pleased  with  the  way  that  he  asisted  our  delegation  in  giving  a  very 
good  impression  cf  the  industrial  climate  in  St.  Lucia. 

Q;  In  relation  to  the  composition  of  your  delegation,  I  recall  that  about  a 
year  ago  you  made  a  statement  to  the  House  of  Assembly  leaving  the  door  open 
to  the  possibility  of  reviving  the  spirit  of  the  tripartite  initiative  whic 
you  tried  to  develop  here.  I  notice  that  you  had  members  of  the  trade  unions 
on  your  delegation,  as  well  as  members  of  the  business  community.  Based  on 
the  talks  which  you  held  on  your  trip  do  you  see  the  possibility  now  of  the 
tripartite  idea  coming  any  closer,  to  being  born. 

A;  Well,  the  tripartite  idea  was  very  present  on  the  delegation.  The  whole 
camaraderie  was  there.  The  whole  rapport  was  there.  Everything  was  there.  I 
hope  that  it  is  not  only  when  we  are  out  of  St.  Lucia  that  we  can  br  ng 
back.  We're  meeting  this  afternoon  to  hold  a  de-briefing,  an  assessment  of 
what  we’ve  learnt  on  the  trip,  then  we  will  take  decisions  as  to  where  we  go 
from  here.  As  I  said,  the  tripartite  door  is  open  and  the  members  who  are 
trade  unionists,  those  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  would  see  that  in  places 
like  Taiwan  the  whole  thing  is  tripartite.  Their  success  is  because  they  do 
not  have  any  disputes  that  boil  over  into  industrial  action,  but  before  any¬ 
thing  happens,  it  is  nipped  in  the  bud  by  discussions  and  conciliation. 

Q:  What  kind  of  relationship  can  be  developed  between  the  OECS  and  the  coun¬ 
tries  of  the  Far  East?  And  what  was  the  general  tone  of  the  response  to  the 

OECS  action  on  Grenada? 

A*  Let’s  start  from  the  last  question.  They  were  very  jubilant  that  we  had 
taken  that  action.  They  supported  us,  diplomatically.  They  suported  us  in 
the  press  and  they  voiced  their  support  for  what  we  ve  done.  The  quption  of 
what  the  OECS  does,  like  I  said,  is  something  which  will  have  to  p  dpcussed. 
The  focus  of  industrial  attention  has  moved  from  the  North  Atlantic,  Epope 
and  North  American  into  the  Far  East.  But  for  us  to  have  a  presence  there  St. 
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Lucia  cannot  do  it  alone;  it  is  too  costly.  We  must  do  it  on  OECS  basis. 

That  s  a  recommendation  I  am  going  to  make  to  the  OECS  countries  because  it  is 
mportant  for  us  to  have  a  presence  there.  We  cannot  sit  dovm  home  and  in 
these  little  dots  that  you  can  hardly  find  on  the  map,  and  expect  that  they 
will  come  and  look  for  you.  You  have  to  go  and  look  for  them.  You  have  to 
make  them  interested  in  you.  Delegations  from  all  over  the  world  are  going 

into  Taiwan  and  Korea.  We  have  to  be  there.  We  have  to  be  present  otherwise 
we're  going  to  be  left  behind.  ocnerwise 

Q:  What  line  of  assistance  is  Taiwan  offering  in  the  fisheries  complex  now 
under  construction. 

d 'Auvergne)  We  have  signed  an  agreement  with  Taiwan  for  technical  co¬ 
operation  and  assistance  in  fisheries.  What  we  sought  there  was  something 

to  inshore  fishing  firstly,  that  is,  the  type  of  craft  which  we  can 
move  to,  and  we  also  discussed  the  possibility  of  off  shore  fishing.  They 

thit  would°p.>^  ®  fishing  and  agriculture,  and  we  took  a  decision 

1.4  either  send  a  team  there  in  the  near  future  or  alternatively, 

Wnd  some  people  here  to  see  what  our  needs  are  and  to  see  what 

kind  of  assistance  they  could  offer  us. 

Both  the  Koreans  and  the  Taiwanese  have,  in  agriculture  and  fishing  done  re¬ 
search  in  areas  which  are  pertinent  to  their  needs.  They  have  sought  not  to 

madi  research  as  such.  They  have  done  their  own  research  and  have 

made  tremendous  strides, 

poliScal°life?’  Gairy's  return  to  Grenada's 


A;  With  a  great  deal  of  disappointment  and  apprehension.  We  hope  that  the 
have  learnt  their  lesson  with  Mr.  Gairy  and  Mr.  Bishop,  be¬ 
cause  I  always  said  that  Gairy  s  excesses  had  created  Bishop.  When  Bishop 
moved  against  Gairy  theGairy  regime  was  not  worth  defending.  Not  a  Grenadian 
threw  a  stone  to  defend  it  Gairy  has  come  back  to  his  country.  I  couldn't 
stop  him  from  coming  back  to  his  country  but  the  Grenadian  people  have  to 
earn  from  their  lessons  of  the  past  and  I  hope  that  they  come  back  in  the 
mainstream  of  political  life  and  political  thought  in  the  OECS  and  that  the 
extremes  of  Gairy  and  Bishop  are  no  longer  part  of  Grenadian  life.  As  I  said 

to  rStotrM^LlJ^ 

of  fw'f  conducted  at  the  Sulphur  Springs;  »hat  kind 

Of  time  table  are  we  lloking  at  in  the  development  of  the  Sulphur  Springs? 

mLJirst®  as  a  plus  for  industrial  invest¬ 

ment  in  St.  Lucia,  because  the  question  of  energy  and  the  cost  of  energy  is 

always  high  up  in  peoples'  consideration.  The  status  of  the  Sulphur  Springs 
now  IS  that  the  last  Government  had  signed  an  agreement  with  an  Italian 
company  called  Aquatur  to  carry  out  superficial  research  in  Soufriere.  But 
since  my  Government  s  return  we've  got  an  agreement  with  Los  Almos  InstituL, 
one  of  the  foremost  research  institutes  in  the  world,  and  one  with  the  best 
technology  in  research  into  geothermal  resources. 
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Los  Almos  has  come  here  and  they  are  very  very  positive.  We  met  with  the 
scientist  in  November.  They  are  carrying  out  the  final  superficial  tests  to 
confirm  what  they  believe  is  there.  The  tests  should  have  begun  in  February, 
but  they  have  pushed  it  up  and  began  it  in  January  so  that  by  March  we  will 
have  the  results. 

The  next  step,  and  we  have  that  tied  up  already,  is  that  the  United  Nations 
Energy  Programme  will  come  in  and  carry  out  the  test  drilling.  So  once  it  is 
clear  that  we  have  steam  there  in  commercial  quantities  we  move  next  to  the 
other  step  to  carry  out  a  production  well  in  which  the  Japenese  are  involved, 
as  well  as  to  finance  the  generators  so  that  by  1986  we  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  some  40  percent  of  our  electricity  needs  would  be  supplied  by 
geothermal  energy.  Everything  looks  very  positive.  We've  signed  up  with  the 
Japanese,  as  I  said,  to  give  us  assistance  by  the  way  of  credit  by  providing 
generators  to  supply  up  to  10  megawatts  of  power . 

One  of  the  things  we  spoke  about  in  South  Korea  was  the  question  of  Korean 
assistance  for  the  construction  of  the  West  Coast  road.  Koreans  now  operate 
the  foremost  construction  firms  in  the  Middle  East.  They  ve  got  three  thou~^ 
sand  Koreans  working  in  the  Middle  East,  because  of  their  efficiency  and  their 
competitive  edge  in  costing  and  their  dates  of  delivery.  And  that  is  why 

contractors  are  all  over  the  Middle  East.  We're  trying  to  get  them  here 
to  look  at  the  West  coast  road  into  Soufriere  and  to  look  at  development  in 
the  Vieux  Fort  area.  These  are  things  that  we  have  put  to  them.  The  discus¬ 
sions  are  still  in  a  very  preliminary  stage  but  I  am  very  impressed  with  their 
construction  techniques,  their  ability  and  competence,  the  economics  that  they 
use  in  delivering  their  product.  It  is  a  most  impressive  country  and  so  the 
possibilities  are  enormous.  As  I  see  it  now  if  I  can  wind  up  the  whole  thing, 
the  ball  is  firmly  in  our  court.  We  have  every  chance.  We  can  throw  it  away. 
We  have  opportunities  here  that  few  countries  our  size  have,  with  our  port 
facilities,  airport  facilities  with  our  highly  developed  infrastructure  our 
trainable  people  and  I  believe  that  is  where  we  have  to  concentrate,  to  get 
our  people  trained  and  get  them  disciplined  to  accept  training. 
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OFFICIALS  COMPLAIN  ABOUT  LOCAL  EFFECT  OF  CDB  POLICIES 
Castries  THE  WEEKEND  VOICE  in  English  21  Jan  84  p  2 

[Text]  ASK  most  Caribbean  leaders  for  an  assessment  of  the  Barbados  based 
Caribbean  Development  Bank  and  chances  are  they  would  give  a  very  good  report 
Indeed . 

Within  the  past  18  months  the  prime  ministers  of  St.  Lucia  and  St.  Kitts/ 
Nevis,  the  deputy  prime  ministers  of  St.  Vincent  and  the  Grenadines  and  Anti¬ 
gua  as  well  as  key  cabinet  ministers  in  Guyana  and  Dominica  have  indicated 
that  the  CDB  was  not  only  an  efficiently  run  institution  but  that  it  was 
playing  a  key  role  in  social  and  economic  development  efforts  in  the  region. 

That  was  so  they  said,  because  it  was  providing  a  range  of  loans  to  individual 
countries  in  the  Caribbean  to  meet  both  basic  needs  and  Infrastructural 
growth. 

But  that  excellent  report  card  should  not  be  interpreted  as  ironclad  proof 
that  the  CDB,  as  some  people  in  the  Lower  Developed  Countries  (LDCs)  tell  it, 
was  without  sin. 

Some  government  officials  and  private  sector  people  in  the  Windwards  and  Lee¬ 
wards  complain,  for  Instance,  that  the  bank  often  takes  long  to  disburse 
loans.  Others  suggest  too  that  some  of  the  loan  applications  get  mired  in 
what  they  sometimes  describe  as  the  bureaucracy  at  Wildey  in  St  Michael. 

One  country  which  apparently  has  a  fundamental  disagreement  with  the  CDB  is 
St.  Lucia  and  that  is  so  despite  the  high  words  of  praise  which  the  nation's 
Prime  Minister,  Mr.  John  Compton,  showered  on  the  bank  in  New  York  last  year. 

To  hear  some  St.  Lucians  tell  it,  the  bank  in  Barbados  has  placed  their  coun¬ 
try  in  a  Catch-22  position,  a  situation  which  is  thwarting  their  plans  to  ex¬ 
pand  the  base  of  the  Industrial  sector  of  the  economy. 

According  to  a  group  of  private  and  public  sector  officials  in  St.  Lucia,  the 
CDB  placed  their  homeland  in  a  bind  when  the  bank  declined  to  lend  the  island 
approximately  $500,000  to  build  a  20,000  square  foot  factory  shell.  The  bank 
reportedly  wants  a  written  commitment  from  a  potential  investor  that  he  or  she 
had  definitely  decided  to  occupy  the  factory  before  it  would  approve  the  loan. 
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The  trouble  with  that  stipulation,  the  St.  Lucians  say,  is  that  in  order  for 
the  country  to  cotapete  effectively  with  its  neighbours,  be  they  St.  Kitts/ 
Nevis  or  Barbados,  the  island  must  have  a  reserve  amount  of  factory  space 
ready  for  immediate  occupancy. 

"Most  of  the  time  there  is  not  enough  in  reserve  and  sometimes  we  lose  out  to 
other  islands,"  the  Deputy  Prime  Minister,  Mr.  George  Mallet,  said  in  Miami 
recently. 

Mr.  Mallet  who  is  also  the  minister  of  trade,  industry  and  tourism  had  a  good 
reason  to  comment  on  losses  to  other  Caribbean  countries.  It  is  understood, 
for  instance,  that  St.  Lucia  failed  to  capture  a  plant  which  PICO,  a  manufac¬ 
turer  of  cable  television  systems  with  headquarters  in  New  York,  ultimately 
decided  to  set  up  in  St.  Kitts/Nevis.  It  is  believed  that  insufficient  floor 
space  contributed  to  St.  Lucia's  failure. 

Small  wonder  that  Mr.  Mallet  said  in  Miami  that  "the  principal  impediment"  to 
his  nation's  ability  to  expand  its  industrial  base  is  a  lack  of  accommodation 
for  the  light  manufacturing  operations. 

And  this  leads  us  right  back  to  the  CDB  and  the  conditions  which  it  reportedly 
has  set  for  its  loans. 

"We  are  so  concerned  about  the  problem  that  we  have  taken  it  up  with  the 
United  States  Agency  for  International  Development  (USAID),"  Mr.  Mallet  was 
quoted  by  Caribbean  Business  newspapers  as  having  said  in  Miami.  He  apparent¬ 
ly  raised  the  matter  with  the  USAID  because  the  CDB  receives  multilateral  as¬ 
sistance  from  the  American  agency. 

Mr.  Mallet  complained  that  the  "whole  situation  places  St.  Liicia  at  a  severe 
disadvantage." 

But  while  the  Deputy  Prime  Minister  seemed  circumspect  in  his  complaints  about 
the  CDB,  the  president  of  the  St.  Lucia  Manufacturers  Association,  Mr. 

PrlmrosB  Bledman,  was  blunt  in  his  assessment. 

"These  cumbersome  procedures  of  the  CDB  are  completely  unrealistic,  Mr.  Bled- 
man  declared. 

He  went  on  to  say  that  the  problem  for  St.  Lucia  was  that  other  countries  in 
the  Caribbean  and  Latin  America  were  "offering  the  same  investor  space  for 
immediate  occupancy." 

It  is  clear  that  St.  Lucia  wants  this  matter  aired  and  resolved  in  its  favour 
as  soon  as  possible  because  it  wants  to  cash  in  on  whatever  benefits  the 
Caribbean  Basin  initiative  offers  the  region. 

However,  the  real  danger  is  that  in  the  mad  rush  to  reap  maximum  benefits  from 
the  CBI  could  end  up  putting  Caribbean  states  to  cut  each  other's  throats. 
Competition  for  foreign  investment  is  one  thing  but  it  is  certainly  another 
thing  if  we  are  going  to  see  intra-regional  squabbling  over  where  Americans, 
Englishmen  or  Canadians  should  place  their  small  or  middle-size  factories. 
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If  the  latter  occurs  then  the  antics  of  the  CBI  would  have  their  case 

always  expressed  was  that  the  Reagan 

dministration  s  plan  could  be  used  to  play  one  country  off  against  another. 

In  obvious  that  it  is  looking  to  the  CBI  to  help 

in  Its  industrialisation  programme.  Indeed,  the  country’s  Prime  Minister  Mr 
John  Compton,  lobbied  long  and  hard  for  the  passage  of  the  CBI  legislation 
last  year.  Another  obvious  factor  is  that  St.  Lucia  is  looking  over  its 
shoulder  at  the  other  islands  in  the  region. 

Those  two  factors  featured  prominently  in  an  observation  made  by  Mr.  Mallet 
and  reported  by  Caribbean  Business.  ^  J^J-iet 

"If  we  want  to  benefit  from  the  CBI,  we  must  improve  our  infrastructure,"  he 

be^eettlif  "tt  ^  ^^Sger  and  more  developed  nations  in  the  region  will 
be  getting  the  larger  share  of  the  investment." 
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manufacturers,  electricity  unit  trade  charges  over  rates 

Manufacturers'  Position 

Castries  THE  WEEKEND  VOICE  in  English  21  Jan  84  p  7 


[Letter  to  the  Editor] 


[Text] 


THF  FDITOR-  The  St  Lucia  Manufacturers  Association  wishes  to 
ma^wn  the  following,  concerning  commems  macte  by  the 
Public  Utilities  Commission.  These  comments  appeared  in  your 
newspier  o?  January  Tth  and  were  related  to  recent  electricity 
rate  increases  awarded  by  the  Commission- 

Several  months  ago  our  association  was  'informed  That  SI 
Lucia  Electricity  Services  was  seeking  an  increase  in  electricity 
rates  We  approached  the  Electricity  Services  and  were  informed 
that  an  overall  increase  was  being  applied  for.  However  we  were 
also  informed,  that  the  increase  was  not  to  apply  to  tne 
manufacturing,  industrial  sector.  Our  association  obtained  a  copy 
of  the  proposed  rate  structure  that  was  being  submitted  to  the 
Commission.  This  schedule  confirmed  that  the  proposed  rates  for 
1 984  were  to  remain  the  same  as  in  1 983  for  the  manufacturing 
sector. 

Given  that  the  proposed  rate  for  1984  'j’®  *'1®  ^ 

in  1 983  our  association  saw  no  value  in  appearing  befwe  e 
Commission.  There  was  no  case  to  contend,  no  memorandum  to 

submit.  How  wrong  we  were. 

The  Contmission  in  its  wisdom,  decided  that  an  increase  was 
necessaS  for  the  manufacturing  sector  where  none 

Commission  then  preceded  to  rap  one 

objecting  to  the  Electricity  Services  proposal.  How  does  one 
object  to  a  proposed,  zero  increase? 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Association  the  increase  may  or  may  not  , 
increase. 

we  suaoest  in  future  that  where  the  Commission  decides  to 
Julstfon  rhould^L'^oW^^ 

would  allow  the  consumer  to  present  its  case,  for  or  against 
proposed  rate  adjustment. 

GEOFFREY  DEVAUX 
Vice  President 
St.  Lucia  Manufacturers  Association, 
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Utilities  Commission  Reply 
Castries  THE  WEEKEND  VOICE  in  English  28  Jan  84  p  1 

[Text]  THE  Public  Utilities  Commission  has  issued  a  stern  response  to  a  let¬ 
ter  by  the  St.  Lucia  Manufacturers'  Association  [SMA]  published  in  the  WEEKEND 
VOICE  of  January  21,  about  the  recent  application  for  increased  rates  to  the 
PUC  by  Sts  Lucia  Electricity  Services. 

The  Commission,  headed  by  barrister  Vernon  Cooper,  had  in  its  report  criti¬ 
cised  organisations,  including  the  Manufacturers  Association  for  failing  to 
come  forward  and  object  to  the  Company's  application  during  the  hearing. 

But  the  SMA,  in  a  letter  to  this  newspaper,  signed  by  Vice  president  Mr. 
Geoffrey  Devaux,  said  that  the  Company  had  informed  the  Association  that  the 
increase  in  rate  being  sought  from  the  PUC  would  not  have  affected  the  local 
manufacturing  and  industrial  sector. 

As  a  result,  the  SMA  said,  it  had  seen  no  reason  to  appear  before  the 
Commission. 

Cited 


But  the  PUC  this  week  issued  a  strong  reply  warning  the  public  that  any  "ir¬ 
responsible  or  unjustified  criticism"  of  its  decisions  can  render  such  person 
to  be  cxted  for  contempt. 

Further,  it  said:  "The  Commission  wishes  to  inform  the  general  public  that  no 
public  utility  has  the  power  to  determine  what  sections  of  electricity  consum¬ 
ers  will  be  affected  by  their  decision  whether  or  not  application  is  made  for 
specific  categories. 

"If  it  is  true  that  any  member  of  the  St.  Lucia  Electricity  Services  Limited 
ventured  an  opinion  to  the  St.  Lucia  Manufacturers  Association  as  to  the 
powers,  duties  and  obligations  of  the  Public  Utilities  Commission,  this  pro- 
cedure  was  improper  and  irregular. 

"The  St.  Lucia  Manufacturers  Association  as  a  responsible  body  and  before 
making  any  irresponsible  or  ill  advised  statements  to  the  press  should  first 
have  consulted  their  legal  advisors  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Commission  who 
would  have  given  them  all  the  necessary  information. 

Render 

"The  Commission  wishes  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  general  public  that  any 
irresponsible  or  unjustified  criticism  of  the  Commission's  decisions  might 
render  the  person  or  persons  responsible  liable  to  be  cited  for  contempt  and 
may  be  summoned  to  explain  their  public  statements." 
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VANDALISM  TO  WATER  MAINS  COSTS  AUTHORITY  OVER  $25,000 
Castries  THE  VOICE  in  English  11  Jan  84  p  3 


[Text] 


OFFICALS  of  the  Central  Water 
Authority  (CWA)  say  that  recent  acts 
of  vandalism  to  water  mains  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  island  had  cost 
the  Authority  in  excess  of  $25,000. 


A  release  issued  from  the  Ministry 
of  Health  and  Housing,  quotes  the 
CWA  officials  as  saying  that  the 
figure  included  loss  of  sales  and 
management  time,  alternative 
arrangements  to  maintain  supplies, 
trucking  water  and  providing  repairs 
and  replacements.  i 


The  release  said  that  the  acts  of  vandal- 
sm  —  which  took  place  during  prolonged  i 
jiscussions  between  the  CWA  and  the 
slational  Workers*  Union  on  a  new  collect- 
ve  agreement  for  the  Authority’s  employ¬ 
ees  -  had  resulted  in  “intolerable  hardship 
to  consumers,  especially  those  poor  and 
jnder  privileged  persons  unable  to  invest 
in  storage  tanks  and  alternative  means  of 
water  supply.”  i 


The  release  said  that  for  over  a  year,  | 
wage  negotiations  between  the  Authority 
and  the  Union  representing  its  employees  i 
had  been  deadlocked.  During  that  period, 
work  stoppages  had  increased,  and  a  series 


of  what  the  CWA  has  termed  “malicious 
acts  of  damage”  have  occurred,  including 
several  breaks  in  the  transmission  line  to 
Hill  20. 

“In  October  1983,  the  Authority  report¬ 
ed  several  deliberate  closures  of  valves  in 
the  Cul-de-Sac,  LaClery,  Vigie.and  Morne 
Fortune  areas,  and  in  the  month  of  Decem¬ 
ber  serious  damages,  including  sawed-off 
valves,  were  discovered  in  ‘^oint  Sera- 
phine.  Entrepot,  Ravine  Chabot,  Reduit 
Park  and  BonneTerre. 

“These  occurrences  were  closely  followed 
by  further  acts  of  vandalism  in  the  morne 
Assor,  Talvan  and  Hill  20  areas  making  it 
virtually  impossible  for  the  Authority  to 
maintain  a  steady  supply  of  water  from 
these  sources  during  the  period  leading  up 
to  Christmas,”  it  said. 

The  release  said  that  additional  ex¬ 
penses  incurred  as  a  result  of  transporting 
water  to  these  areas  in  an  effort  to  relieve 
shortages  was  causing  further  problems  to 
the  Authority’s  already  overstretched 
finances.  j 

In  picture,  a  damaged  pipeline  —  one  of  ; 
the  several  acts  of  vandalism  of  CWA  j 
property  in  recent  weeks.  ' 
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EOF  TEAM — A  23-member  European  Development  Fund  Committee  (EDF)  left  the 
island  on  Tuesday  after  a  two-day  visit  to  review  progress  made  on  projects 
financed  by  the  European  Economic  Community  (EEC)  in  St.  Lucia.  The  objec¬ 
tives  of  the  visit  were  to  look  at  achievements  and  to  look  into  future 
projects  to  be  undertaken  with  the  co-operation  of  the  St.  Lucia  Government. 
While  here  the  team  visited  the  Dennery  Farm  Company  and  a  number  of  feeder 
road  projects  financed  by  EDF.  They  also  held  discussions  with  the  Government 
on  projects  for  future  financing.  According  to  Mr.  Joannes  Ter  Haar,  Delegate 
for  the  Eastern  Caribbean,  who  was  taken  on  an  extensive  tour  of  the  island  on 
the  team  s  arrival  last  Sunday,  they  were  impressed  with  what  they  had  seen. 
[Text]  [Castries  THE  WEEKEND  VOICE  in  English  4  Feb  84  p  10] 


PLP  ORGMIZING-CASTRIES,  Thurs.,  (AP)-THE  rebuilding  Saint  Lucia  Labour 
Party  plans  a  special  conference  of  delegates  February  26  that  will  solidify 
the  new  conservative  dominance  of  the  Opposition  party.  This  Caribbean  is¬ 
land  s  oldest  party  was  routed  by  John  Compton's  Conservative  United  Workers' 
Party  in  1982.  Compton,  who  had  led  the  Government  in  1964- '79,  returned  to 
power  with  his  party  controlling  15  of  17  parliamentary  seats.  Labour  Party's 
three  years  in  power  were  marked  by  in-fighting.  George  Odium,  former  deputy 
rime  Minister,  defected  in  1981  to  form  the  left-wing  Progressive  Labour 
arty,  and  party  power  struggles  continued  between  conservative  anr|  remaining 
progressives.  The  conservative  faction  took  control  of  the  central  executive 
committee  at  a  party  convention  last  August.  A  central  committee-approved 
party  reorganisation  will  be  presented  to  the  February  26  gatherings  for  dis¬ 
cussion  and  debate,  with  a  view  to  its  adoption  as  a  policy  document  of  the 
party,  a  statement  said.  Party  political  leader,  Neville  Cenac,  who  is  also 
parliamentary  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  will  address  the  conference,  and  is 
expected  to  deal  with  some  areas  of  the  party's  social  and  economic  policy 
progra^es.  Theme  for  the  conference  is;  "We  are  ready  for  the  fight,"  which 
is  an  indication  of  the  quality  of  work  the  party  has  been  quietly  involved  in 

according  to  the  party  statement.  [Text]  [Port-of-Spain 
TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  10  Feb  84  p  5]  ^ 
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GRENADIANS  IN  BIG  PUSH  FOR  VISAS  TO  TRINIDAD-TOBAGO 
Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  14  Feb  84  p  1 


[Article  by  George  Worme] 

[Text!  SI.  GEORGE'S,  Mon.,  (Cana)-aOSE  TO  500  people  “P 

second  time  within  a  week  seeking  visas  to  f  ’j  L  „£ 

witnesses  expressed  horror  as  Grenadians,  many  of  whom  had  queued  in  front 
thH^La^^Tisa  office  from  as  early  as  7  a.m.,  virtually  tried  climbrng 

over  each  other  to  obtain  clearance# 

Trinidad  and  Tobago  imposed  visa  restrictions  on  Grenadians  after  the  army 
took  power  in  a  violent  coup  last  October,  killing  Prime  Minister  Maurice 

Bishop . 

But  it  has  made  no  public  response  to  pleas  by  the  Interim  Government,  ap¬ 
pointed  after  a  U.S.-led  invasion  toppled  the  army,  to  relax  the  immigration 
requirement  because  it  was  causing  hardship. 

"I  was  here  since  8  o'clock  this  morning  and  when  I  arrived  the  place  was 
already  full  with  people,"  John  Abraham,  an  unemployed  carpenter,  told  ana. 

"I  came  last  week  to  get  a  visa  the  first  time  they  opened  the  office  but  so 
much  people  were  already  in  front  of  me  that  by  the  time  the  Trinidad  and 
“bagrp^Jlc  declded  to  clocc  up  for  the  day  I  was  left  stranded,"  he  added. 

Similar  comments  were  echoed  by  several  others  gathered  on  the  ground  floor  of 
a  St  George's  hotel  being  used  by  the  Trinidad  and  Tobago  immigration  offi¬ 
cials  as  a  temporary  office  for  their  one-day  a  week  visit. 

This  week,  according  to  Mr.  Peter  Rambert,  the  acting  Trinidad  and  Tobago  High 
S«i::io;er«  OreU.  there  were  110  visas  approved  because  of  two  add  - 
tional  immigration  attaches  were  brought  in  to  join  two  others  to  help  speed 
up  the  process. 


Handful  Rejected 

Mr  Rambert  said  that  most  of  the  Grenadians  obtaining  visas  were  people  in¬ 
volved  in  trading  with  Trinidad  and  Tobago,  persons  weeking  medical  attent  on 
or  those  with  strong  family  ties  in  the  twin-island  State. 
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He  told  Cana  that  most  of  the  applications  processed  were  given  the  green 
light  to  travel  to  Port-of-Spain  and  "the  handful  rejected"  mainly  did  not 
provide  all  the  necessary  information  needed. 

I  am  really  happy  to  get  through  with  a  visa  commented  a  Grenadian  trafficker 
who  has  been  doing  small-scale  business  in  Trinidad  for  the  past  five  years. 

' I  have  been  given  a  six-month  visa  and  now  I  can  travel  to  Trinidad  eight 
times  on  this  visa  before  it  expires,"  she  explained  in  a  joyous  mood  after 
having  waited  about  six  hours  before  getting  into  the  visa  office. 

Asked  whether  Trinidad  and  Tobago  would  open  a  more  elaborate  office  to 
process  the  visa  applications,  Mr.  Rambert  said  he  had  no  idea  as  to  the 
thinking  of  Port-of-Spain  on  the  matter. 

"The  only  mandate  I  have  was  to  establish  this  office  so  as  to  facilitate 
Grenadian  citizens  wishing  to  travel  to  Trinidad  and  Tobago  to  obtain  visas  " 
the  Barbados-based  Trinidad  and  Tobago  diplomat  added.  * 
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LABOR  MINISTER  DISCUSSES  CURRENT  EMPLOYMENT  SITUATION 
Eort-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  15  Feb  84  p  1 

fTextl  RETRENCHMENT  is  not  the  only  of  the  first  answer  to  our  changed  eco 
iomic  circumstances  or  to  a  period  of  falling  profits, 

Mahah-Lr  told  a  gathering  of  the  Employer's  Consultative  Association  (EGA)  and 
X  business  LgLisetlons  at  the  Trinidad  Hilton  yester- 

day  morning. 

Giving  the  feature  address  at  the  EGA  meeting,  Mr  Mahabir  outlined  ’Reasons  why 
reSeLhment  should  be  avoided,  noting  that  it  was  neither  always  good  busx- 
nesrsen^rurretrench  workers)  nor  did  it  demonstrate  sufficient  concern  of 
an  employer  for  the  welfare  of  his  employees-"the  very  employees  ^ho  in  good 
times  contributed  to  the  realisation,  perhaps,  of  handsome  profits  and  th 
success  of  a  business. 

alternative  skills. 

The  Labour  Minister  said  he  recognised  that  a  cost  factor  would  be  involved  in 
an  eLreisrbut  he  regarded  retraining  of  retrenched  workers  an  unques- 
obligation  of  OMployara  and  one  .hich  he  felt  was  not  being  adequate- 

ly  met. 

According  to  Mr.  Mahabir,  while  the  economic  and  social  dislocation  caused  to 
worSJrby  loss  of  employment  may  not  be  entirely  Ignored  by  employers,  these 
are^IL  LconLry  coLlderatione  to  the  question  of  profit  prospects. 

"I  readily  admit  that  profit  making  is  absolutely  essential  for  the  continu- 
ine  survival  of  a  private  business.  At  the  same  time,  I  also  believe  th  t 
this  consideration  taken  to  the  point  of  profit  maximisation  and  to  the  ex- 
fusion  of  other  important  considerations  involving  the  welfare  of  workers,  is 
not  only  short-sighted  but  also  reflects  a  dereliction  of  obligation  on  the 
part  of  an  employer,"  said  Mr.  Mahabir. 
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Clear  Distinction 


H-tlnctloa  between  declining 
and  the  long-term  unprofitability°™ TLSneseJ'^^^  activity  In  an  economy 

by  sLremploJ«s"in'SrpreLnrcr'  °f  “  "“y  *>=  anvlsaged 

resort  premptSy  to  wL^forL  f  “  be  sufficient  reason  to 

he  said!  work-force  and  reduction  In  order  to  cut  labour  costs," 


He  gave  the  following  reasons  for  this  view; 


increased  profiL!^^'^°'^^  costs  in  monetary  terms  does  not  necessarily  result  in 

sjs’s: “.sssk',":,"?  ■“  “v 

lar  p“sp°ec!'o^r'ej2s!!ls\rsi°hr"  ^  of  short-term  duration  even  If  no 
the  firm  belief  that  this  Is  the  poslti:.  «*trp!:,«t'!tae'^nX'cSL!^y. 

LdX^LS:  up™“o“s“f  ^pJ:  “  conseguentlal 

hardly  expect  that  thLe  who  remain  in  Mo^  ?  some  of  his  employees  can 
him  with  productive  zeal.  mployment  will  nevertheless  serve 
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COUNTRY  SECTION 


TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 

CONSTRUCTION  UNEMPLOYMENT— MORE  than  15,000  construction  RamoerSd^*^ 

and  Tobago  are  now  reported  to  be  out  of  employment.  Mr  William  Rampersad, 
President  General  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Construction  and  Industrial  Workers 

Sde  union,  has  called  on  Prime  Minister  Georp  S, 

about  it."  And  if  the  Government  does  not  assist  in  finding  work  for  those 

fort«s!  then  there  "Is  going  to  be  social  nnrest  that  --'f  ^^"s 

seen"  warned  Mr  Rampersad.  He  said  that  more  than  75  per  cent  of  the  workers 
in  the  construction  industry  were  laid  off  over  the  past  year  because  there 
iL  no  work  trJHffered  to  them.  "And  I  do  not  recall  seeing  or  hearing  of 

any  new  major  projects,  either  by  Government  S’^tam- 

introduced  at  the  moment  or  in  the  near  future,  he  said  yesterday. 

persad  said  Government  had  a  responsibility  to  open  up  new 

trying  to  introduce  laws  to  combat  assault,  rape  and  robberies.  He  firmly 

said  that  if  "idle  hands"  were  kept  occupied  by  way  of  employment,  | 

urcs  could  decline.  [Text]  [Port-of-Spaln  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  xn  English  U  Feb 

84  p  3] 

SUPPORT  FOR  FIRED  TV  CHIEF-THE  JOINT  Public  Sector  Unions  f 
have  called  for  the  immediate  and  unconditional  reinstatement  of  Mr.  Roy  Watts 
dtliHerLst  week  es  General  Manager  of  Trinidad  and  Tobago  Tele- 
Vision.  In  a  statement,  the  16-member  group  which  met  at  the  transport  and 
Industrial  Workers'  Union  hall  on  Saturday,  said  they  saw  the  dismissal  as  an 
act  that  clearly  reflects  political  interference  by 
side  interference  of  powerful  economic  forces.  Sources  close 
board  however,  have  denied  that  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Watts  was  the 
poSticafinte^ference.  It  stemmed,  in  fact,  from  conflicts  between  the  Board 
Ld  Mr.  Watts  who,  the  Board  claimed,  had  been  running  the  station  as  if  it 
was  his  own,  disregarding  the  authority  of  the  board.  Contacted  by  the 
"Guardian,"  he  said  his  lawyers  advised  him  that  he  should  not  make  any  pu 
lie  statements.  He  was  watching  and  waiting  as  the  issue  developed.  Mr. 

Watts  is  succeeded  by  Mr.  John  Barsotti,  former  Programme  Director,  who  Jjas 
sei^GeLraJ  Managers  come  and  go.  Mr.  Watts  was  dismissed  Friday  by  the 

Board  following  differences  which  arose  including  the  ^  r- 

Clarke  painting  for  $90,000.  Mr.  Watts  was  also  accused  f 

chasing  equipment  valued  $150,000  without  first  referring  the  matter  to  the 
Tenders  Committee.  Other  accusations  include:  hiring  P®°P^®  . 

ries,  without  the  approval  of  the  Board,  purchase 

the  approval  of  the  Board,  entering  into  contracts  ^f- 

ing  poet  Derek  Walcott  without  the  approval  of  the  Board.  [Text]  [Port  of 
Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARD IN  in  English  15  Feb  84  p  1] 
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general-senior  state  Counsel  Ranjee  Dolsingh  of  the 
ZJ;l  ?!  Prosecution  (DPP)  has  heln  promoted  to  the 

m!  Solicitor-General  (civil)  with  effect  from  January  27. 

who  was  well  respected  for  the  manner  in  which  he  conduct^ 
criminal  matters  in  the  High  Court,  was  recruited  by  the  former  Attomey- 

Minister  for  Legal  Affairs,  Mr.  Selwyn  Richardson,  and  joinL  the 

ChLLrr!?”®”^'  ?  qualifying  in  England,  he  read  in  Common  Law 

Chambers  and  served  on  the  Inner  London  Magistrate’s  Court  Committee.  Threr 

?!  return  to  Trinidad  he  was  promoted  to  Senior  State  Counsel, 
^prosecuted  in  several  trials  including  the  Cotton  Hill  and  NYN  murder 
trials.  [Text]  [Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  15  Feb  84  p  1] 


TOSTITUTE  FOR  INCE  JOHN  Donaldson  has  been  appointed  to  act  in  the  office 
of  /ttnister  of  External  Affairs  with  effect  from  February  1.  The  appointment 
will  continue  during  the  absence  of  Minister  of  External  Affairs,  Dr  Basil 
Ince,  from  Trinidad  and  Tobago.  Donaldson  will  also  discharge  his  normal 

of  National  Security.  [Text]  [Port-of-Spaln  EXPRESS  in 
English  8  Feb  84  p  21] 


ban  ON  CMOUF^GE  MATERIAL-PRESIDENT  Ellis  Clarke  has  issued  a  Proclamation 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  camouflage  pattern  materials  into  Trinidad  and 
obago.  pe  Proclamation  does  not  apply  in  cases  where  the  Minister  of 
National  Security  certifies  that  the  iii?)ortatlon  certifies  that  the  impor¬ 
tation  of  such  materials  is  for  the  use  of  the  Trinidad  and  Tobago  Defense 
Force.  Tlie  President's  Proclamation  is  made  under  Section  38  of  the  Customs 
rdinance.  Chapter  32  No.  2.  [Text]  [Port-of-Spain  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in 
English  18  Feb  84  p  3] 


Pm  ^RADIO-TV  MEDDLING-OPPOSITION  Leader  Basdeo  Panday  has  accused  Government 
of  tremendous  interference"  in  the  running  of  the  State-owned  media  (radio 
and  television).  Mr.  Panday,  on  behalf  of  the  Alliance,  said  he  intended  to 
write  Prime  Minister  George  Chambers  calling  for  an  urgent  meeting  to  dis- 

’"^‘^ter.  Mr.  Panday  said:  "There  appears  to  be  a  tremendous  amount 
of  PNM  interference  directly  and  Indirectly  in  the  running  of  the  State-owned 
media.  [Text]  [Port-of-Spaln  TRINIDAD  GUARDIAN  in  English  22  Feb  84  p  20] 


LOAN  FROM  JAPAN  -GOVERI'IMENT  borrowed  6.5  billion  Japanese  yen  (TT  $6.5  million) 
t  rough  the  i3ank  of  Tokyo  last  month  to  finance  general  expenditure.  This  in- 
forniation  was  contained  in  a  paper  laid  in  the  House  of  'Representatives  on 
Friday  by  die  Mnister  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance  and  Planning,  Senator  Anthony 
Jacelon.  pie  loan  becomes  available  six  months  frora  date  of  the  loan  agree¬ 
ment  and  will  be  repaid  in  nine  approximately  equal  semi-annual  instalments 
beginning  four  years  after  the  date  of  agreement.  The  agreement  was  signed 
in  New  York  in  December  following  a  visit  to  Japan  that  month  by  a  team  of  ne¬ 
gotiators.  According  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  agreement,  the  base 
rate  x^ill  be  reviewed  every  six  months  and  interest  is  payable  semi-annually  in 
arrears  and  calculated  on  the  basis  of  a  year  for  the  actual  number  of  days 
elapsed.  Tliere  is  also  a  commitment  fee  of  a  half  per  cent  per  annum  on  the 

total  commitment  and  a  management  fee  of  one  per 
cent  flat  on  the  total  commitment.  [Text]  [Port-of-Spain  SUNDAY  GUARDIAN  in 
English  19  Feb  84  p  1] 
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BRAZIL  AWARD  TO  EIWOY— TRINIDAD  and  Tobago's  Ambassador  to  Brazil,  Dr.  Harrison 
Major,  has  been  awarded  the  Grand  Cross  of  the  National  Order  of  Cruzeiro  do 
Sul — Brazil's  national  award — for  his  efforts  in  fostering  improved  relations 
between  Brazil  and  Trinidad  and  Tobago.  The  presentation  was  made  at  a  fare¬ 
well  luncheon  in  honour  of  Dr.  Major  in  Brasilia  a  fortnight  ago.  The  award 
was  presented  by  Brazil's  Minister  of  State  of  External  Relations,  Mr. 

Ramiro  Saraiva  Guerreiro,  who  praised  Dr.  Major  for  his  six  years  of  "compe¬ 
tent  and  efficient  v7ork"  in  strengthening  relations  between  the  two  countries. 
"Tlie  traditional  friendship  and  understanding  between  Brazil  and  Trinidad  and 
Tobago  are  the  result,  among  other  factors  of  the  appreciable  convergence  of 
opinions  that  we  have  on  major  international  policy  subjects,"  said  Hr. 
Guerreiro.  He  noted  that  the  solidarity  between  the  two  countries  was  deep  in 
the  defence  of  the  basic  principles  of  international  comity,  in  efforts  for 
conciliation  and  for  peace.  Mr.  Guerreiro  also  recalled  his  visit  to  Trinidad 
in  July  1982,  and  the  results  of  meetings  of  the  Trinidad  and  Tobago/Brazil 
Mixed  Commission,  out  of  which,  he  said,  "came  new  possibilities  for  technical, 
cultural  and  commercial  cooperation  between  the  two  countries."  He  also  noted 
that  in  recent  years  there  has  been  a  considerable  thrust  in  bilateral  trade, 
which  was  proof  that  prospects  in  this  area  were  the  best,  given  the  potential 
of  both  countries  and  the  work  already  done  to  Increase  such  exchange.  [Ex¬ 
cerpts]  [Port-of-Spain  SUNDAY  GUARDIAN  in  English  19  Feb  84  p  18] 
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